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A Not surprising
VI can appreciate the, experiences of the Libby High

School students who have been queried or chided by
students elsewhere about the asbestos problem.

I'm sure all of us in the Libby area can.
Last month, I was in Coeur d'Alene on business and

was sitting in my car in front of the hotel waiting for
my wife. An older gentleman had just turned over his
car to the valet when he s topped and asked me where 56
county was in Montana.

I told him Libby, not thinking Troy or Eureka. I as-
sumed he was asking where I was from.

"Oh," he said. "I thought it was Thompson Falls."
He walked around my vehicle and then poked his

head in the passenger side window and said, "Isn't that
where everyone is dying?"; Inwardly, I groaned and told him not quite. I ex-
plained that workers at the old mine were turning up
sick and that they brought home the asbestos dust and
contaminated f a m i l y members. I also.mentioned the
medical screening process and how more a f f e c t e d peo-
ple were being discovered.
5 The whole conversation took a few seconds.
| "Wel l , it d o e s n ' t sound like a good place to take a va-
cation;2' he said. He turned and entered the hotel leaving
nig writhing in agony.

We have a lot of work to do Libby.
;' We have p e o p l e f i n d i n g out something is wrong with
them. In some cases, it's not asbestos-related but it will
be shocking and could be devastating to those people.

' - ' A n d w e will b e adding more people t o t h e number o f
residents already diagnosed with an asbestos-related dis-
ease. We knew that before the screenings began.

We need to work together to make sure we clean up
the community, we need to give the EPA some space to
f i n i s h test ing homes so they can determine whether or
not the insulation in our homes and buildings is a health
hazard. We need to make sure we have adequate health
fa c i l i t i e s , care and doctors to serve the impacted portion
of our popu la t i on while at the same time handle the
everyday health needs of a community this size.

Also , we need to form a committee to work on the
reputation and promotion of this community as a health
environment to live in, visit and invest in.

We need to work together.
W h i l e that may seem obvious, we're looking quite a

bit ragged around the edges in several areas of coopera-
tion. - Roger Morris
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6-The Western News. Libbv. MT.. Wednesday. February.28,200JMartz seeks more federal assistance
Governor calls screening results a wake-up call for action

By ROGER MORRISWestern News PublisherThe health screening results inLibby are a wake-up call for gov-ernment to take further emergencysteps immediately, said MontanaGov. J u d y Martz in a letter lastweek to U.S. Sen. Max Baucus.•Martz was scheduled to be inWashington, D.C., last weekend fort h e National G o v e r n o r ' sConference and planned to visitwith Baucus, U . S . Sen. ConradBurns and U . S . Rep. DennisRehberg about the Libby issue."This is devastating news forLibby but it is a wake-up call forthe federal government and all of usto;.take further emergency stepsimmediately," Martz said in her let-ter! to Baucus. "I am writing youtoday (Feb. 22) to urge you to doeverything you can to bring morehe lp to Libby. There are manyneeds that will not be f i l l e d by EPA

programs."Economic impacts will likelyexceed the dollars currently allocat-ed."Martz said she was calling onBaucus, Burns and Rehberg tomake sure the federal governmentaddresses the damage that can bemitigated."The l i t t l e town of Libby haspaid a heavy price col lect ively,individually, f inancially and per-sonally," she wrote. "We must notallow further devastation to contin-ue under our watch."We must fill in the gaps whereneeds can be identified."Martz mentioned that she sentGail Gray, director of theDepartment of Public Heal th andHuman Services to the CommunityAdvisory Group on Feb . 22 to"convey our a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s com-mitment to making sure Libbyknows that the tragedy they face

daily belongs to all of us,"Martz continued, "We will notleave it to someone else to address.We will not hope that things workout. We will make sure that theydo."Martz' letter also said that 627people tested positive for asbestosisout of 1,078 people for a contami-nation rate of 58 percent.The next day, an aide in Helenareported the governor did not havethe report released by the Agencyfor Toxic Substance and DiseaseRegistry, who is conducting thehealth screenings. The ATSDRreport showed that 30 percent of the1,078 participants in the medicalscreening had lung abnormalitiesand 19 percent of that group hadabnormalities consistent withasbestos exposure.Baucus, who is scheduled to visitLibby within the next monthaccording to a f i e l d representative,

responded almost immediately."If anything calls for an e f f e c -tive, coordinated federal , state andlocal response, this is it," the sena-tor wrote.Baucus said he will work withthe Montana congressional delega-tion and Martz "in providing eco-nomic, environmental and healthassistance to ensure that the resi-dents of Libby and Lincoln Countyreceive the help they need to maketheir homes and community safe forthem, their children and grandchil-dren."Baucus said he will continue tooppo s e l egi s la t ion that limitsasbestos victims' ability to f i l e suitagainst W.R. Grace, who mined theasbestos-tainted vermiculite nearLibby. He said he will also ensurethat any tax benefit Grace receivesto avoid bankruptcy will be "storedaway and earmarked s p e c i f i c a l l yfor victims."



I EPA to be aggressive testing for tremolite in Libby area homes
"I

EPA wi l l resume t e s t i n gh6mes for tremolite asbestos fibersusing a three-pronged approach,said Paul Peronard, the a g e n c y ' soli-site coordinator in Libby.tThe agency has selected a dozenhomes for the aggressive sampling.» F i r s t , o c c u p a n t s wi l l wear airmonitors as they move around intf i e i r homes so testers can determinet f i e exposure level from a normalday, Peronard said.

"In the second scenario, we movethe people out and we put monitorson our people," he said. "We'll stirup the dust. It will be a worst-dustscenario, as if you're a manic clean-er."F i n a l l y , testers will go into atticsand simulate a home r emode l ingproject . They'll be in direct contactwith the insulation while the moni-tors pick up the amount of asbestosfibers.

While the attic insulation is beingdisturbed, other monitors placed inthe main living space will also takereadings."This should answer the ques-tion: 'do you spread f ibers t o th erest o f trie house when you'rer e m o d e l i n g ? ' " Peronard said.The EPA will test both houses offormer vermiculi te mine workersand homes where no mine workershave ever lived. The tr emol i t e

asbestos contaminated vermiculitewas once mined nearby.T e s t i n g wil l move outdoors togarden spots in the spring, wherethe EPA will use the same three-step approach.Results from the latest home test-ing should be known by May,Peronard said."Our goal is to have the wholemodel done by the end of summer,early fall," he added.

For much of the last year, theEPA has been upgrading the way itcounts and q u a n t i f i e s a sbe s to sf ibers . When it became apparentthat the microscopes that laborato-ries traditionally use for insulationand soil samples were producingInconsistent data, the federal agencydecided to upgrade its technologywith a scanning e lec tron micro-scope that can fine-tune the results.The agency is building a predic-

tive model by which to measureasbestos contamination. But thewaiting and not knowing has beenf r u s t r a t i n g for many Libby resi-dents.I n t h e meantime, o f f i c i a l sinstructed Libby residents not todis turb attic insulation. Severalremodeling pro j e c t s have been puton hold.From Lynnette Hintze of the ;Kalispell Daily Inter Lake. ;



Baucus urges Whitman
to visit Libby on April 11

U . S . Senator Max Baucus CD-Mont.) asked EPA AdministratorChristine Todd Whitman to attendan April 11 Libby f i e l d hearing ofthe Senate Environment and PublicWorks committee to discuss theneeds of those exposed to asbestosand cleanup e f f o r t s from the now-de func t W.R. Grace vermiculitemine.Baucus is a senior member ofthe committee and held a f i e l dhearing in Libby in January 2000,which was attended by Montana'sRepublican Senator Conrad Burns.Baucus expressed concern that30 percent of a small number ofmedical screening participants hadlung abnormalities."This is a percentage that isalarming to me personally," hewrote to EPA chief Whitman in aFeb. 26 letter. "We need to do allwe can to ensure that Libby gets aclean bill of health. Your atten-

dance is critical to ensure that thef e d e r a l , state and local cleanupe f f o r t s are on target."Last summer, Baucus and Bumshelped secure additional f edera lf und s for the EPA to expand itscleanup operation in Libby. Thecommunity continues to requireadditional help for the long-termclean up that will be required ofW.R. Grace and the EPA, Baucussaid.A l s o , Baucus wrote to theSenate J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e ' s t o pmembers - Chairman Sen. OrrinHatch (R-Utah) and ranking mem-ber Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt) -that he opposes a proposed amend-ment to a bankruptcy reform bill(S. 220) that would shield asbestoscompanies from paying punitivedamages to victims of asbestos-related diseases. He said he wouldstage a f i l i b u s t e r on the Senatef l o o r over the issue.



PUBLIC N O T I C E
N o t i c e is hereby given that a publ i c meeting will be held on Wedne sday,March 7,2001, at 7:00 p.m. in the Ponderosa Room at Libby City H a l l .The purpo s e of the meeting shall be the consideration by the Board ofLincoln County Commissioners to adop t the f o l l o w i n g resolution. At
the meeting the Board of Commissioners will accept publ ic comment onthis resolution. Comments can also be sent to the Board of CountyCommissioners, 512 Cal i f o rn ia Avenue, Libby, Montana 59923 or e-mailed to lccomins@libby.org. For fur ther information or for a copy of
the d r a f t resolution p l ea s e contact Bill B i s c h o f f , Executive Assistant at(406) 293-7781, ext. 201 or e-mail at biUb@libby.org.Draf t Resolut ion

R E S O L U T I O N OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF LINCOLN COUNTY, MONTANA TOCOMMENCE BEFORE THE BOARD A PROCEEDING TO INVESTIGATE: (1) THE NATURE ANDEXTENT OF ANY ADVERSE IMPACTS ON THE PUBLIC HEALTH, W E L F A R E , SAFETY, OR THEENVIRONMENT, AND ON THE ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL REPUTATION OF THECOMMUNITY IN LINCOLN COUNTY THAT MAY BE P R E S E N T E D BY OR THAT MAY HAVEARISEN OR MAY BE ARISING FROM THE CONTAMINATION OF THE ENVIRONMENT WITHT R E M O L I T E ASBESTOS IN AND AROUND THE CITY OF LIBBY; (2) THE NEED, IF ANY, FORLEGISLATIVE OR E X E C U T I V E G O V E R N M E N T A L ACTION AT THE COUNTY LEVEL TO ABATEANY ENDANGERMENTS THAT MAY BE P R E S E N T E D TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, W E L F A R E ,SAFETY, OR THE ENVIRONMENT ARISING OUT OF SUCH CONTAMINATION; (3) THEAVAILABLE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF PARTIES WHO ARE OR MAY BE LIABLE FOR THECOST OF ANY SUCH CONTAMINATION ON THE PUBLIC HEALTH, W E L F A R E , SAFETY OR THEENVIRONMENT; AND (4) THE NEED FOR THE COUNTY TO SEEK LEGISLATIVE OR E X E C U T I V EACTION AT THE STATE OR FEDERAL LEVELS OF G O V E R N M E N T TO APPROPRIATELYRESPOND, EITHER ALONE OR IN CONJUNCTION WITH COUNTY ACTION, TO ANY SUCHENDANGERMENTS THAT MAY BE P R E S E N T E D .
W H E R E A S , the mining of v ermicu l i t e has been conducted in L i n c o l n County for more than 70 years; and
W H E R E A S , vermiculite has been processed in various locations in and around the City of Libby, in Lincoln County; and
W H E R E A S , t r e m o l i t e asbestos is known to be present in and around ore containing vermiculi te; and
W H E R E A S , a s i g n i f i c a n t number of i n d i v i d u a l s in Lincoln County have been exposed to a sb e s t i f orm f iber s and havecontracted asbestos related diseases including asbestosis, lung cancer or mesothelioma; and
WHEREAS, the number of cases of asbestos related diseases, i n c l u d i n g asbestosis, lung cancer and mesothelioma in acommunity of the size of Lincoln County was s u f f i c i e n t l y large to gain the attention of state and f ederal governmentagencies r e s p o n s i b l e for the pro t e c t ion of the-Bnvrronment and the assessment of and deve lopment of data bases aboutadverse impac t s on publ i c h ea l th from released hazardous substances; and
W H E R E A S , in response to concerns over the causes of the s i g n i f i c a n t number of cases of asbestos related diseases inLincoln County, the United State s Environmental Protection Agency (''USEPA") and the Agency for Toxic SubstancesDisease Regis try ("ATSDR") of the U.S. Publ i c H e a l t h Service, and their various environmental consultants haveconducted inve s t iga t i on s of certain sites and p o p u l a t i o n s in and around Linco ln County where vermicul i t e was mined andprocesses; and
W H E R E A S , in the per formance of these inves t igat ions, the presence of tremol i t e asbestos has been detected at levels thatthe USEPA determined present a s i g n i f i c a n t threat to the pub l i c h e a l t h , w e l f a r e and the environment in and around the Ci tyof L i b b y in L i n c o l n County; and '



W H E R E A S , in an ef mi t iga t e the most prominent threats to p u b l i c healtto pursue, the remedia^gjind removal of tremol i t e asbestos contaminations fiproces s ing f a c i l i t i e s wr^rn Linco ln County; and
* JSEPA has undertaken, and continue5

as in and around certain histo >

o f b o t hW H E R E A S , the ATSDR has s tudied, and continues to study and assess, the nature and extent of the impact s oroccupat ional and non-occupational exposure to t r emol i t e asbestos on p u b l i c heal th in L i n c o l n County; and
W H E R E A S , as a result of these investigations, the impacts of tremol i t e asbestos contamination on publ i c ' i e a"'j.w lf t(,eCounty in c lude a m o r t a l i t y rate related to the presence of tremol i t e asbestos in the community in excess of 6000̂  °l eve l s that would be found in communities u n a f f e c t e d by the presence of tremolite asbestos; and
W H E R E A S , as a result of these inve s t iga t i on s and the discovery of the tremoli te asbestos contamination and itthe Board of Commissioners for Lincoln County has grown increasingly concerned about assuring the adequate pr°of p u b l i c hea l th , s a f e t y , we l far e , the environment and natural resources within the j u r i s d i c t i o n of Linco ln County "°adverse impac t s that have been or may continue to be presented by, or arise out of exposure to, the tremol i t e asbestocontamination, and the preservation and restoration of the economic v i t a l i t y o f Lincoln County derived from i t s h'pattractiveness as a recreational area and its previous reputation as a h e a l t h f u l r e s id ent ia l , commercial and industrial aand
W H E R E A S , the Board of Commissioners for Linco ln County has fur th er become increasingly aware of the inherel i m i t a t i o n s on the scope of governmental response that USEPA and ATSDR can provide under current f ed era l l a v / > a

W H E R E A S , Art i c l e II, Sec t ion 3 of the Montana Const i tut ion expressly provides that all persons in Montana have ^^i n a l i e n a b l e right to a clean and h e a l t h f u l environment, which right the Montana Supreme Court in Montana Enviro" ^ ^Information Center v. Department of Environmental Quality, 296 Montana 207, 988 P.2d 1236 ( 1 9 9 9 ) has determine0

a fundamenta l const i tut ional right of all Montanans and a s e l f executing provision of the Montana Cons t i tu t i on; ana

WHEREAS, A r t i c l e XI, S e c t i o n 4 of the Montana Const i tut ion vests county government with l eg i s l a t i v e , adminis"3

and other powers provided or impl i ed by law; and
WHEREAS, it is the inherent authority, fundamenta l r e spon s i b i l i ty , and necessary and proper affair of county 8 ° ^ e

h eto secure, in c ompl ianc e with such l i m i t a t i o n s and res tr ic t ions as may be prescribed by law, adequate protection of' ^p u b l i c h e a l t h , s a f e t y , w e l f ar e and the environment of its inhabitants, as well as to take such actions as are permitted t>yto protect the f u n d a m e n t a l , ina l i enab l e rights a f f o r d e d by the Montana Cons t i tu t ion;
N O W , T H E R E F O R E , BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners for Linco ln County does hereby establish a
l e g i s l a t i v e proceeding before the Board of Commissioners for Lincoln County to investigate the adequacy of ex i s t ingenvironmental remedial programs and authori t i e s and to take such action, i n c l u d i n g l e g i s l a t i o n at the county level arecommendations to the appropr ia t e state or f ederal l eg i s la t iv e body, as the Board of Commissioners, f o l l o w i n gconsideration of the results of this investigation and input from the public, may deem appropriate; '
N O W , T H E R E F O R E , BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in l i gh t of the extensive publ i c health issues arisingthe presence of tremolite asbestos contamination in and around certain parts of Lincoln County, and pursuant to theprovisions of A r t i c l e XI, S e c t i o n 7 ( 1 ) of the Montana Const i tu t ion, the Board of Commissioners hereby request that ^Linco ln County Board of H e a l t h attend to and p a r t i c i p a t e in, as appropria t e , the investigation to be conducted by theof Commissioners pursuant to this Resolution No: ; and
N O W , T H E R E F O R E , BE IT FURTHER R E S O L V E D , that it is necessary and appropria t e to the a f f a i r s of the countythat the scope of the inves t igat ion include but not be l imited to the nature and source of any tremoli t e asbestos tentialcontaminat ion in and around L i n c o l n County, po t en t ia l sources of release of the tremol i t e asbestos contamination, P msmethods to f inance the abatement, if needed, of the contamination, the adequacy and s u f f i c i e n c y of enforcement P r jyand a u t h o r i t i e s at the county, state and f e d e r a l l ev e l s , the adequacy and s u f f i c i e n c y of regulatory programs at the cou *y^state and f ed e ra l l e v e l s , the adequacy and s u f f i c i e n c y of l i a b i l i t y programs and f i n a n c i a l r e spon s i b i l i ty requirements a ^county, state and f edera l l evel s , and the assessment of the adequacy, s u f f i c i e n c y , and l i m i t a t i o n s of f inancial resource ^those parties who are or may be l i a b l e for abating the adverse impacts arising out of the t r emol i t e asbestos contarninai n c l u d i n g without l i m i t a t i o n , l i a b i l i t y insurance and other mechanisms in the private and commercial sector of thecommunity;
N O W , T H E R E F O R E , BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in order to assist the Board of Commissioners in theconduct of its inves t igat ion, the Publ ic H e a l t h Unit of the County Attorney's o f f i c e will provide all necessary andappropr ia t e legal support services to the County Board of Commissioners.
N O W , T H E R E F O R E , BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in order to fur th er the purposes of this invest igation, *emembers of the County Board of H e a l t h may request that the County Board of Commissioners issue subpoenas r e £ ' u l j - n gat t endance of witnesses or produc t ion of books or other documents for evidence or testimony in any action or proceedp e n d i n g b e fore the County Board of Commissioners. ________ ___



Report shows 30 percent with abnormalities
• O f f i c i a l s say
resul t s are 10 times
higher than average

By ROGER MORRISWestern News Publisher .F e d e r a l o f f i c i a l s expressed surprise andconcern with medical screening results for1,078 Libby area residents showing near-one out of three p e o p l e has a lung'normality, according to a reportreleased Thursday.Nineteen percent of the study group areshowing signs consistent with asbestosexposure, said Dr. Jeffrey Lybarger in aninterim report released by the Agency forT o x i c Subs tance and Disease Registryduring the Community Advisory Groupmeet ing T h u r s d a y night."They are concerning numbers,"Lybarger said. " I ' m concerned about f i n d -ing numbers of this magnitude."T h i r t y percent or 276 of the p e o p l escreened have received letters r e f err ingthem to their physicians for further med-ical t e s t ing because their x-rays haveshown scarring of the chest wall by atleast one physician. Nineteen percent or0 had abnormalities seen by at least twothe x-ray B readers."It r epre s ent s a substantial number ofp e o p l e being referred back to their physi-cians for an abnormality," Lybarger said.A l s o , the screening questionnaireshows a s i g n i f i c a n t number of p e o p l e - 95p e r c e n t — reported exposure to theasbe s to s- ta inted vermiculite, once minedby W.R. Grace, northwest of L i b b y andpro c e s s ed on the edge of town..A n s w e r s to the screening questionnaireshow tha t out of the 1,078 p e o p l e in thei n t e r i m repor t , 127 were former Grace

Dr. Jeffrey Lybarger of the Agency for T o x i c Substances and Disease Registry exp la inedthe analys i s of medical screening resul t s for 1,078 p e o p l e l iving in the Libby area.
employee s or contractors for services tothe f ormer mine; 116 p e o p l e had work-related contact with the vermiculite; 177were household members of Graceemployee s; 558 had recreational contacteither by p l a y i n g in the vermicul i t e p i l e s ,p l a y i n g on the youth baseball f i e l d s nearthe expansion plant, p o p p i n g raw vermi-

culite at home or hiking in the RaineyCreek area, where it was mined. T h i r t y -f our peopl e reported vermiculite insula-tion in their homes and 53 had no knownexposure to vermiculite.Lybarger said 49 percent of the
See Abnormali t i e s on Page s

T h e N u m b e r s
1,078 p e o p l e in analys i s group159 were less than 18 years old

292 were 18-45 years old449 were 45-65 years old178 were 65+years509 were male569 were f e m a l e109 males were miners or contractors18 women were miners or contractors43 men had household contact toworkers134 women had household contact toworkers239 men had recreational contact tovermicul i t e319 women had recreational contact tovermicul i t e13 men lived in homes with vermicul i teinsulation21 women lived in homes withvermiculite insulation81 men had no occupational contact tovermicul i te35 women had no occupational contactto vermiculi te49% reported smoking cigarettes at onetime or another30% had scarring on the chest wall seenby one phys i c ian19% had scarring on the chest wall seenby two B readers37% of Grace employe e s in group hadabnormal i t i e s. 20% of household contact with f ormerworkers had abnormal i t i e s18% of others reporting occupationalcontact had abnormal i t i e s14% of p e o p l e with vermiculi te i n s u l a t i o nhad abnormal i t i e s16% repor t ing recreational contact tovermiculite had abnormalities14% repor t ing no a p p a r e n t exposure tovermicu l i t e had abnormal i t i e s



Abnormalities
Continued from Page 1participants reported smoking ciga-rettes at some time during their l i f e .Of the 127 former W.R. Graceemployees and secondary contrac-tors including in the group, 50 per-cent had lung abnormalities, thelargest exposure group of the 1,078.Another significant exposure groupwas 37 p eop l e with abnormalitiesreported were part of a household

with contact with former Graceemploye e s . T h e A T S D R reportsays, "This f ind ing causes concernas it might represent an importanthistoric pathway of exposure toasbestos by community residents."T e s t i n g in another community,without the high exposure rates toasbestos-tainted vermiculite mightshow lung abnormalities of lessthan one to three percent, Lybargersaid." I t ' s big," said Paul Peronard,local EPA coordinator, said of themagnitude of the health problemassociated with asbestos exposure.He said he never ant i c ipa t ed itbeing this widespread."You guys have s u f f e r e d more

than a n y community I ' v e everseen," Peronard said.The EPA was 20 years too lateresponding to the problem and theagency will never be able to get"ahead of that curve." An EPAinternal investigation was trying todetermine why the agency didn'trespond to problems in Libby in the1980s when it and the state receivedinformation of initial health prob-lems and publ i c exposures to theasbestos-tainted vermiculite.The medical screening is not adiagnosis and p e o p l e with abnor-malities need to go back to theirphysician for fur th er evaluation,Peronard said."These are. things we are report-

ing as abnormalities," Lybargersaid. And not all of the abnormali-ties are asbestos-related, he said.
The results represent 18 percentof thep e o p l e that par t i c ipat ed in themedical screening last year and

Lybarger warned that the "finalanalysis" of the 6,144 people testedmight be d i f f e r e n t than reported lastweek.P r e v i o u s l y , Lybarger hadreleased information from a smallsampling of test results showing 9-10 percent of the people with lungabnormalities, which was consistentwith estimates of local physiciansand government o f f i c i a l s .
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H i t t i n g c lofrfc to home
t F r o m The Daily I n t e r Lake•->" Amy J a u n« "My mom was diagnosed yes-»terday," Amy J a u n said quietly>on F r i d a y . "It makes me real/;angry."f A senior at L i b b y H i g h; S c h o o l , J a u n has a l r e a d y seen; s evera l f a m i l y members d i e;from asbestos disease.; ."I watched my grandma go:; through all the stages of asbesto-;sis. I've lived with i t every day,";she said. "I don't want to see; anyone else go through it.;; Jaun has also watched another; grandmother, G a y l a B e n e f i e l d ,;; become an ou t spoken advocatefor asbestos victims."My grandma has inspired mea lot by what she's done," she' said. "I wish more p e o p l e under-' . s tood w h a t ' s h a p p e n i n g , b u t i fth ey d o n ' t l i v e wi th i t , t h e y' d o n ' t understand. I t ' s made m e< r ea l i z e l i f e i s n ' t f a i r , a n d that-you have to f i g h t to get p e o p l e- to listen."•"• J a u n will get a chance to t e l l• her s tory to other s t ud en t s . A- Los A n g e l e s t e l e v i s i o n s ta t ion isf e a t u r i n g her in an educat ionalsegment about asbestos that willbe made avai lable in classroomsthere.N e c i a W a y l a n d - S m i t hAsbes to s disease hit home fors o p h o m o r e N e c i a W a y l a n d -

S m i t h when her g r a n d f a t h e r , af o r m e r Libby mayor and high-school teacher, was d iagno s edwith lung disease."He grew up in Libby, l ivedhere his whole l i f e , and he neversmoked and he never worked atGrace," she said.W a y l a n d - S m i t h and all of herf a m i l y members were te s ted forasbestos disease." I t ' s bet ter t o prepare your-s e l f , " she sa id . "I gues s youshould worry about it, becausee v e n t u a l l y someone you knowwill have it. I won't let it get medown, though."There are constant reminderso f t h e p r o b l e m , l i k e t h e L H Stra»k with its layer of vermirculite that's now suspected to becontaminated."I won't quit track over it,"W a y l a n d - S m i t h said.Sarah BarrickS a r a h Barrick knew aboutlung disease in Libby at an earlyage."My dad was a minister. Hedid a lo t o f f u n e r a l s , " sherecal led.B a r r i c k ' s f a th er , now r e t i r ed ,s t i l l c onduc t s f u n e r a l servicesfrom time to time for asbestosisvictims. He even t e s t i f i e d in onef a m i l y ' s lawsui t agains t W.R.Grace.
See Close to home on Page 8

Clo s e to home
Continued from Page 6Barrick, an English and journal-ism teacher at Libby H i g h School,has urged her s tudent s to writeabout the e f f e c t s of asbestos expo-sure on the community. It neverbecame personal for her, though,until Kelly Cannon, a Libby man inhis mid-30s who went to h ighschool with her, was d iagno s edwith asbestosis. Another classmatefrom her neighborhood ju s t foundout she has the disease."We have a tendency to put it inthe back of our mind until we haveto deal with it," she said.Barrick i s s t i l l awa i t ing theresults of her lung X-ray.



To the Editor J
^Corruption costing city residents hundre4s of thousands of dollars

To the EditorThe longer I watch politicians, themore they a m u s e ' m e . If the councilthought I would tack down becausethey enlisted the support of a bunchof respectable f o l k s to support thisfraud, they are mistaken. The factthat two council members and themayor didn't sign on does give mehope that the gang is not to tal ly uni-f i ed . Four councilmen is st i l l a ma-jor i ty though.The letter signed by 13 dignitariesof Libby was well laid out andmostly factual. It was also 95 per-cent irrelevant, a diversionary tactic.I ' m n o t concerned with image, jus tfacts.No one disputes that these f o l k sworked hard to give the impression

that they were trying to f ind a shefor the mayor's sheds that wouldbenefit anyone but the mayor. Thatis all smoke and mirrors because inthe end your $400,000 gift ended upoh the mayor's property, I suspectthat was the plan all along. It wasall for appearance when the councilvoted to secure this g i f t for the peo-ple o f Libby. They d idn' t expectwe'd try to hold them to their word.I have tangible evidence laid outon the city ballpark' property proving'that those bu i ld ings could hav^-fitthere. I have disproved all thepnul-''1't itude of problems with this site."This is the third time the council hastrotted out this old song and dance;rewording the story does not changethe facts. The challenge stands,

show me tangible credible proof ofone condition that would have pre-cluded accepting those buildings forthe people of Libby. Until you actu-ally produce fac t s on the ground,this still looks like you funneledpublic bounty into private pockets,again.I believe exposing the corruptionthat I have seen cost this town hun-dreds of thousands of dollars in thelast two years is a worthwhile vol-unteer venture. I believe that if wecan put an end to the corruption,Libby will prosper.I am taking up the mayor's chal-lenge. I intend to ask for the may-or's resignation at the next councilmeeting, that is one positive thing Icould do for this community. He has

jeopardized the rights of all asbestosvictims in this town by acceptingthose buildings from W.R. Gracewhile controlling the $8 million sentto help us. Many of the c o u n c i l ' sdealings in the f i i ture will revolvearound Grace and the asbestos issue.How can the council claim towork for the people when the* mayoris paid so handsomely by Grace,with their blessing? I f ind it veryunsettling that Paul Peronard sup-ports this, what a cozy bunch. Is thishow thei'EPA let us down in 1985?" Mine: is the only' signature on thisletter because the truth will stand byi t s e l f , but a lie, even if it is support-ed by ISO pi l lar s of this community,is still a lie. D.C.OIT



Grace a d j u s t smedical p lan
C h a n g e , o p e n s ' h e a l t h p lan
to p e o p l e with unilateral
pleural thickening of lung

W.R. Grace & Co. has changed itsLibby medical plan to include people whohave asbestos-related unilateral pleuralthickening.The change was made in conjunctionwith the enrollment of three patients diag-nosed with the condition, which is a thick-ening of the membrane that surrounds onelung. The change concerns applicationssubmitted Oct. 30,2000, or later.The medical plan previously restrictedcoverage to patients with thickening inboth lungs."We have always said that this medicalprogram is f l e x i b l e and that we are wil l ingto change it to accommodate additionalmedical conditions," said Alan Stringer,Grace's representative in Libby. "Dr. BradBlack showed us that there were peop l ewho had asbestos-related conditions butwere not covered." .Pleural thickening is one of several con-ditions that q u a l i f y as asbestos-related dis-ease for the medical expense program. Thepiogram covers ICO pertor.t of e l ig ib l emedical and prescription drug expensesand pre-approved home health or hospicecare for current and former Libby residentswho are enrolled.The voluntary program requires a physi-cian's diagnosis of an asbestos-related dis-ease, without the requirement of a secondopinion.The program also covers the cost of pre-scribing smoking deterrents because smok-ing is known to aggravate asbestos-relateddiseases. H e a l t h Network America of NewJersey, a third-party administrator, over-sees the program.Because of perceived inadequacies ofthe Grace plan, a task force of Libby'sCommunity Advisory Group has helped
See Grace p lan on Page 4
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Grace plan-
Continued from Page 1draw up what is intended to be anideal plan for area residents s u f f e r -ing from asbestos-related diseases.The source of funding for the planis not known, but the cost has beenestimated at around $500 million totreat 1,000 people over the next 40years.

The plan was developed fo l l ow-ing complaints that a free medicalp l a n o f f e r e d by W.R. Grace wastoo restrictive in both e l i g i b i l i t yrequirements and coverage.Changes to the Grace p lan thatwere suggested by the CAG includ-ed easing residency requirementsfor e l i g i b i l i t y , easing restrictions onthe type of c er t i f i ca t i on requiredfor a physician to make a diagnosisq u a l i f y i n g a person for coveredbenefi t s , covering the cost of annu-al screenings and checkups for peo-ple who are el igible to a p p l y for thep lan but who have not been diag-nosed with a covered condition,and expanding benefit s for counsel-ing, respite care, home health careand long-term care.S t r i n g e r said 118 p e o p l e havea p p l i e d for coverage through theGrace medical plan and all of themhave been accepted. "Nobody hasbeen turned away," he said.



2 A S K E P A ! !Questions and Answersabout Asbes to s and EPA's Inves t igat ion
Q: I didn' t par t i c ipa t e in the medical screening, but I've changedmy mind. Will there be another oppor tun i ty?

»*!••
*=*.J

A: Guidance for f u tur e t e s t ing is being developed. The timing ofaddi t i onal t e s t ing and priorities for who may be tested have not yet
been determined. However, you can st i l l call 1-800-439-8308 to
determine your e l i g i b i l i ty for f u t u r e testing. When dates and priorities
are set, everyone e l ig ib l e will be n o t i f i e d .

For more information call:Dan Strausbaugh, ATSDR at 406-441-1150, X257 or 406-293-2728 orW e n d y Thomi, EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241



Draft Resolution K
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF LINCOLN COUNTYTMONTANA TOCOMMENCE BEFORE THE BOARD A PROCEEDING TO INVESTIGATE: (1) THE NATURE ANDEXTENT OF ANY ADVERSE IMPACTS ON THE PUBLIC HEALTH, W E L F A R E , SAFETY, OR THEENVIRONMENT, AND ON THE ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL REPUTATION OF THECOMMUNITY IN LINCOLN COUNTY THAT MAY BE PRESENTED BY OR THAT MAY HAVEARISEN OR MAY BE ARISING FROM THE CONTAMINATION OF THE ENVIRONMENT WITHT R E M O L I T E ASBESTOS IN AND AROUND THE CITY OF LEBBY; (2) THE NEED, IF ANY, FORLEGISLATIVE OR E X E C U T I V E G O V E R N M E N T A L ACTION AT THE COUNTY LEVEL TO ABATEANY ENDANGERMENTS THAT MAY BE P R E S E N T E D TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, W E L F A R E ,SAFETY, OR THE ENVIRONMENT ARISING OUT OF SUCH CONTAMINATION; (3) THEAVAILABLE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF PARTIES WHO ARE OR MAY BE LIABLE FOR THECOST OF ANY SUCH CONTAMINATION ON THE PUBLIC HEALTH, W E L F A R E , SAFETY OR THEENVIRONMENT; AND (4) THE NEED FOR THE COUNTY TO SEEK LEGISLATIVE OR E X E C U T I V EACTION AT THE STATE OR FEDERAL LEVELS OF G O V E R N M E N T TO APPROPRIATELYRESPOND, EITHER ALONE OR IN CONJUNCTION WITH C O U N T Y ACTION, TO ANY SUCH
ENDANGERMENTS THAT MAY BE PRESENTED.
'WHEREAS, the mining of vermiculite has been conducted in Lincoln County for more than 70 years; and
W H E R E A S , vermiculite has been processed in various locations in and around the City of Libby, in Lincoln County; and
W H E R E A S , tremolite asbestos is known to be present in and around ore containing vermiculite; and
W H E R E A S , a s ignif icant number of individuals in Lincoln County have been exposed to asbestiform fibers and havecontracted asbestos related diseases including asbestosis, lung cancer or mesothelioma; and
W H E R E A S , the number of cases of asbestos related diseases, including asbestosis, lung cancer and mesothelioma in acommunity of the size of Lincoln County was s u f f i c i e n t l y large to gain the attention of state and federal governmentagencies responsible for the protection of the environment and the assessment of and development of data bases aboutadverse impact s on publ ic heal th f rom released hazardous substances; and.
W H E R E A S , in response to concerns over the causes of the significant number of cases of asbestos related diseases inLincoln County, the United States Environmental Protection Agency ("USEPA") and the Agency for Toxic SubstancesDisease Registry ("ATSDR") of the U.S. Public H e a l t h Service, and their various environmental consultants haveconducted investigations of certain sites and popu la t i on s in and around Lincoln County where vermiculite was mined andprocesses; and
W H E R E A S , in the performance of these investigations, the presence of tremolite asbestos has been detected at levels thatthe USEPA determined present a s ignif icant threat to the public health, wel fare and the environment in and around the Cityof Libby in Lincoln County; and
W H E R E A S , in an e f f o r t to mitigate the most prominent threats to publ i c health, the USEPA has undertaken, and continuesto pursue, the remediation and removal of tremolite asbestos contaminations from areas in and around certain historic,processing fac i l i t i e s within Lincoln County; and
W H E R E A S , the ATSDR has s tud i ed , and continues to study and assess, the nature and extent of the impacts of bothoccupational and non-occupational exposure to tremol i t e asbestos on publ i c health in Lincoln County; and
W H E R E A S , as a result of these investigations, the impacts of tremolite asbestos contamination on public health within theCounty include a mortal i ty rate related to the presence of tremolite asbestos in'the community in excess of 6000% of thel ev e l s that would be f ound in communities u n a f f e c t e d by the presence of tremoli te asbestos; and
W H E R E A S , as a result of these invest igations and the discovery of the tremolite asbestos contamination and its toxicity,the Board of Commissioners for Lincoln County has grown increasingly concerned about assuring the adequate protectionof p u b l i c h ea l th , s a f e t y , w e l f a r e , the environment and natural resources within the jur i sd i c t i on of Lincoln County from anyadverse i m p a c t s that have been or may continue to be presented by, or arise out of exposure to, the tremoli te asbestoscontamination, and the preservation and restoration of the economic v i t a l i t y of Lincoln County derived from its historicattractiveness as a recreational area and its previous reputation as a hea l th fu l residential, commercial and industrial area;
and
W H E R E A S , the Board of Commis s i oner s for L i n c o l n County has f u r t h e r become increa s ing ly aware of the inherentl i m i t a t i o n s on the scope of governmenta l response that USEPA and ATSDR can p r o v i d e under current f ederal law; and
W H E R E A S , A r t i c l e II, Sect ion 3 of the Montana Const i tut ion expressly provides that all persons in Montana have aninalienable right to a clean and h e a l t h f u l environment, which right the Montana Supreme Court in Montana EnvironmentalInformation Center v. Department of Environmental Quality, 296 Montana 207,988 P.2d 1236 (1999) has determined to bea f u n d a m e n t a l cons t i tu t ional right of all Montanans and a s e l f executing provision of the Montana Const i tut ion; and
W H E R E A S , Art i c l e XI, Sect ion 4 of the Montana Consti tution vests county government with legislative, administrativeand other powers provided or implied by law; and
W H E R E A S , it is the inherent authority, f undamenta l r e spons ib i l i ty , and necessary and proper a f f a i r of county governmentto secure, in compliance with such l i m i t a t i o n s and restrictions as may be prescribed by law, adequate protection of thepublic health, safe ty, welfare and the environment of its inhabitants, as well as to take such actions as are permitted by lawto protect the fundamental , inalienable rights a f f o r d e d by the Montana Constitution;
N O W , T H E R E F O R E , BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners for Lincoln County does hereby establish al e g i s l a t i v e proc e ed ing be fore the Board of Commissioners for Linco ln County to investigate the adequacy of existingenvironmental remedial programs and authorities and to take such action, including legi s lat ion at the county level andrecommendations to the appropriate state or federal legislative body, as the Board of Commissioners, f o l l ow ingconsideration of the results of this investigation and input from the public, may deem appropriate;
N O W , T H E R E F O R E , BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in light of the extensive public health issues arising fromthe presence of tremolite asbestos contamination in and around certain parts of Lincoln County, and pursuant to theprovisions of A r t i c l e XI, Sect ion 7 ( 1 ) of the Montana Constitution, the Board of Commissioners hereby request that theLincoln County Board of H e a l t h attend to and par t i c ipa t e in, as appropria t e , the investigation to be conducted by the Boardof Commiss ioners pursuant to thi s Resolution No: ; and
N O W , T H E R E F O R E , BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is necessary and appropriate to the a f f a i r s of the countythat the scope of the investigation include but not be limited to the nature and source of any tremolite asbestoscontamination in and around Lincoln County, potential sources of release of the tremolite asbestos contamination, potentialmethods to f inance the abatement, if needed, of the contamination, the adequacy and s u f f i c i e n c y of enforcement programsand author i t i e s at the county, state and f ed e ra l levels , the adequacy and s u f f i c i e n c y of regulatory programs at the county,state and federal levels, the adequacy and s u f f i c i e n c y of l iab i l i ty programs and financial responsibility requirements at thecounty, state and federal levels, and the assessment of the adequacy, suf f i c i ency, and limitations of financial resources ofthose parties who are or may be liable for abating the adverse impacts arising out of the tremolite asbestos contamination,i n c l u d i n g without l imi ta t i on, l i a b i l i t y insurance and other mechanisms in the private and commercial sector of thecommunity;

•'OW, T H E R E F O R E , BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in order to assist the Board of Commissioners in the•duct of its investigation, the Public H e a l t h Unit of the County Attorney's o f f i c e will provide all necessary andropriate legal support services to the County Board of Commissioners.
N O W , T H E R E F O R E , BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in order to further the purposes of this investigation, themembers of the County Board of H e a l t h may request that the County Board of Commissioners issue subpoenas requiringat t endance of witnesses or production of books or other documents for evidence or testimony in any action or proceedingp e n d i n g before the County Board of Commissioners._____________________________________
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G ^ a c e l p A f l a p centers on penal ty
By BRENT SHRUMWestern News ReporterRecent e f f o r t s to arrive at a mediated res-

o lu t ion to an access d i s p u t e between theEnvironmental Protection Agency and W.R.Grace f e l l apart so l e ly because o f t h e EPA'sinsistence on s l a p p i n g Grace with a $5 mil-lion f in e , according to local company repre-
sentative Alan Stringer.Stringer di sputed EPA on-scene coordina-tor Paul P e r o n a r d ' s statements that Gracewas unwil l ing to p er f orm cleanup work
under an enforceable order."For him to say that we weren't going to

do that was an out and out fallacy," Str inger
said. The EPA sued Grace last fall a f t e rGrace locked the agency out of former com-
pany property owned by KootenaiDevelopment Corporation, which came backunder Grace' s control a f t e r the company
bought a majority share of K D C .Attorneys for Grace and the EPA arguedtheir points in f ederal court in Missoula dur-ing a December hearing, the j u d g e presid-ing over the case ordered the two parties totry to work out their problems in mediation,which took place last month in Portland,

Ore.EPA is seeking access to property Gracesold to KDC a f t e r Grace' s vermiculite mineclosed in 1990. KDC owns the mine sitei t s e l f as well as property adjacent to andacross the river from the former screeningplant site at the mouth of Rainy Creek. Afterini t ia l ly barring EPA from the property com-p l e t e l y , Grace granted access to the KDCproper t i e s for investigative purposes only.EPA also wants the riverfront properties
cleaned up and to-deposit asbestos-

See Grace-EPA on Page 4

Grace-EPA
Continued f rom Page 1contaminated m a t e r i a l s f r o m theformer screening plant at the minesite. The asbe s to s occurred as acontaminant in the vermiculi te ore.Grace has o f f e r e d to remove andd i spo s e of the so i l s and d emol i t i ond e b r i s s t o c k p i l e d a t the f o r m e rscreening plant and to replace thesoil with gravel and t o p s o i l f romits own p r o p e r t y . Grace has alsoo f f e r e d to clean up the KDC prop-erties next to and across the riverf r o m the screening site using thesame con trac t or that cleaned upthe f ormer export p lan t in Libby
last f a l l .W h i l e P e r o n a r d sa id Grac ere fused to conduct the work underthe scope of an enforceab l e orderf r o m the E P A , S t r i n g e r said the

company was w i l l i n g to do that."When they said they had tohave the penal t i e s , it all s topped,"
Stringer said.Grace asked the EPA to drop itsc laim for $5 m i l l i o n in p e n a l t i e s ,but the agency re fu s ed . Grace mustbe p e n a l i z e d because its actionshave d e l a y e d th e c l e a n u p , pu tmore p e o p l e at risk and cost thegovernment money, Peronard said."I t h i n k the EPA went overthere with no intention of f i n d i n gm i d d l e ground," Str inger said.Grace a l so asked the EPA tofr e e the company f r o m any liabili-ty a s s o c i a t e d wi th c h e m i c a l s ,asphalt or other non-asbestos cont-amination that could be f ound inm a t e r i a l s ex cavated f r o m th escreening p l a n t site. The agency

c a n ' t l e g a l l y d o tha t , Peronardsaid. S t r i n g e r said the EPA hado f f e r e d to waive l i a b i l i t y early innego t ia t i on s but then p u l l e d the
o f f e r .The court in Missoula has beeni n f o r m e d that m e d i a t i o n wasunsucc e s s fu l , and the case will bescheduled for trial.T h e E P A h a s s tockpiled S O ' O O Ocubic yards of excavated soil ait thescreening plant. The cost of trans-por t ing the contaminated soil butof the area for di sposal has .beenestimated at $4.5 million. Plans areunder way to create a 4- to 6-acresite at the county l a n d f i l l to s a f e l yd i s p o s e of asbestos-contaminatedmaterials, Peronard said. The.pro-jec t is expected to cost about $1.5

mill ion, he said.



ATSDR to share
latest statistics
f rom test results

An interim report of the results of the Libby medical testing pro-gram will be released on Thursday, Feb. 22, at the Citizen'sAdvisory Group in Libby.Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry representa-tives will be on hand at the meeting to discuss the report and toanswer questions.Dr. Jeffrey Lybarger of the ATSDR was scheduled to present aninterim report to provide Libby residents with a summary of themedical testing results to date. The report includes data for testsresults recently mailed to 1,078 people of the more than 6,000 par-ticipants in the testing program.During the Jan. 25 CAG meeting, Lincoln County health o f f i c e rDr. Brad Black reported that the latest round of test results he hadseen were showing 184 p e o p l e with lung abnormalities.Seventy percent of the 184 peopl e were not occupationally linkedto W.R. Grace's mine or vermiculite mill fa c i l i t i e s in the Libby area,Black said. It was unknown at the meeting how many of the 184peop l e had an abnormality due to asbestos-tainted vermiculite
See Test results on Page 8

Test results
Continued from Page 1exposure or another cause.The f r e e hea l th screenings f o rq u a l i f i e d Libby area res identsended last f a l l but one of the threes p e c i a l i s t s , who examines the x-rays, went on sabbatical.Loca l A T S D R repre s entat iveDan Strausbaugh said the problemwas re so lved las t month but hewasn't sure when all the screeningletters would be mailed.

As of Jan. 25, 1,830 letters hadbeen mailed. A T S D R reported6,200 part ic ipated in the free med-ical screenings.Another 850 letters were sched-uled to be mailed during the f i r s tweek in February increasing thetotal to 2,680.Lybarger will be reporting on thecomplete results of the x-rays, pul-monary func t i on tests , and ques-tionnaire results for only the f ir s t

1,200 f i l e s , not the entire results forall of those screened.In early November , Lybargerpresented "preliminary" statisticsfrom a sampling of 429 screenings,which showed 9-10 percent of thepeople had lung abnormalities.Local medical o f f i c i a l s have pre-dicted that 10 percent of the p eop l escreened will be found to have alung malady related to vermiculiteexposure.Copies of the interim report willalso be available for public reviewbeginning Feb. 23, at the LibbyLibrary, the ATSDR O f f i c e , 501Mineral Ave., and at the LincolnCounty H e a l t h Department in thecounty annex b u i l d i n g at 418Mineral Ave.Libby or Elko, Nev., communitymembers seeking information onthe interim report, or who wouldlike to receive a copy, should callthe ATSDR Information Center tollfree, at 1-888-42-ATSDR (1-888-422-8737). Callers should refer tothe "Libby, Montana, site." ATSDRregional representative DanStrausbaugh also may be called forinformation at (406) 441-1120 ext.257 in Helena, or at 293-2728 inLibby.



DEQ asked for sa f e air quality level for asbestos
A motion to reconsider the tabling actiontaken by the Judi c iary Committee this past weekresulted in an amendment being placed upon thedeath penal ty bill which would give Montanavoters an opportunity to determine whether ornot the death penalty be applied for f e l on s con-victed of murder, or whether Montana shouldpunish those o f f e n d e r s with life sentences inprison without parole.Each year those opposing the death penaltyhave lobbied hard to get the law changed. TheHuman Rights Network and the American CivilLiberties Union, along with activists on the na-tional level, have s tepped up e f f o r t s to abolishthe death penalty, but so far with no success.Legislators believe the public should have achance to decide an issue of such importance.A measure tabled in the S t a t e / F e d e r a l Energyand Telecommunications Committee this weekwould have clari f i ed the options states havewhen they believe regulations placed upon themby the federal government are unconstitutional.Another measure asking Congress to extricatethe United State s from the United Nations washeard and tabled. A bill to revoke the War Pow-ers criteria, which would have placed unneces-sary restrictions on citizens, was withdrawn be-fore the scheduled hearing by its sponsor.Still viable are resolutions which address f e d -eral pol i cy on roadless areas, accumulated fue lbuild-ups on fore s t s and urging support for en-ergy generation using M o n t a n a ' s super-compli-ant coal.On Thursday, Feb. 15, before a joint sessionof the house and senate, former state representa-tive Linda McCulloch, as newly elected Super-intendent of Public Instruction, presented the

SS

annual state of Montana Education Address.Former seatmates and legislators sharing com-mittee assignments gave Linda a warm wel-come.It was a special treat to have visitors fromLincoln County High School at the capitol to at-tend the joint session, MEA events, and monitorcommittee hearings and some f l o o r debates.Teachers David James and Michael Atherton,and students Raina Phi l l ip s , Nina Kwok andLindsey Swallows not only participated in theabove, but were also on hand to witness whathappens at the Legislature when a major com-puter malfunction occurs. The computer, re-ferred to as the "heart" of the bill-processingsystem, contains programs which are needed towrite bills, prepare and add amendments tobi l l s , track legislation and provide informationto the public about hearings.The days immediately prior to transmittal areparticularly critical because all but certain typesof bills by the 45th day must be acted upon bycommittees, passed on second and third reading,and transmitted to the senate or house. Many

legislators were taken unaware when notice of ••.committee hearings on their bills were not de-livered. Someone had to f ind them and say: . -"Hey, your bill is up next," without giving themtime to prepare testimony or no t i fy witnesses . •they'd planned to lend them support. There is a72-hour notice requirement when bills arescheduled to be heard in committee which is to .enable bill sponsors opportunity to no t i fy out of ;town witnesses in time to travel to Helena.Committees meeting on Tuesdays and Thurs- ,days met a special crunch, as Thursday was the. ;last day for taking executive action before transr •mittal deadline. Beginning Feb. 19, only specialcommittee meetings will be held, and all-dayf l o o r sessions are expected to consume all avail-able time for the remainder of the week when -both House and Senate are to have completed •their work for the first half of this session.Members are eagerly anticipating spending a 'few days at home with fami l i e s and con-stituents, and catching up on their mail.Heard in Judic iary Committee this past week--was another measure which would ask the De- >partment of Environmental Quality to develop atask force to compile information gathered atLibby in order to determine a safe air qualitystandard for asbestos materials. •'Although persons in Lincoln County have al-ready been harmed, it is hoped that determiningsafe exposure standards may spare other com-munities the harm and distress experienced innorthwest Montana.Concerns expressed by legislators were thatperhaps this is a duplication of e f f o r t s already .undertaken by the EPA. The proposal waspassed out of committee.



Asbestos issue creating stress on youngsters
B y L Y N N E T T E H I N T Z ESpecial to the NewsLibby H i g h School sophomoreN e c i a W a y l a n d - S m i t h and herf r i e n d s were approached at therecent Class A divisional basketballtournament by adults from anothercity who asked an unsettling ques-tion: "Are you guys all dying upthere in Libby?"Lorenn Moore, a Libby fr e sh-man, got the same type of inquisi-tion from other students at the statespeech and drama meet. "Is Libbyreally covered by clouds of asbestosdust?" they asked."They think i t ' s really bad here,"Moore said. "When they found outI was from Libby, they had a lot ofquestions."Some out-of-towners have askeds tudents if they per sonal ly knowW.R. Grace, the namesake of thegiant c orpora t i on t h a t ' s be ingblamed for the widespread asbestosdisease and death linked to Grace'sformer vermiculite mine in Libby.Everywhere they go, the ques-tions f o l l o w , or the jokes."Don't cough on me," an out-of-town s tudent to ld another Libbystudent, apparently in je s t .But it hurts deep down.Libby students have traditionallytaken pride in their school and com-munity. Set against the backdrop ofthe Cabinet Mountains in one ofMontana's most scenic locations,Libby is off the beaten track. Itsremoteness has in a way, though,

s o l i d i f i e d the sense of communitythere through the years.The latest news — that 30 per-cent of those in the f i r s t round oft e s t ing have lung abnormali t i e smost likely linked to asbestos expo-sure—has shaken the communityand its chi ldren. A once-securehaven is now being poked andp r o d d e d by government h e a l t hagencies. Lists of sick p e o p l e arebeing drawn up.N o t h i n g seemingly will ever bethe same again."I hate when p e o p l e say they'reafraid to drive through Libby," saidH e i d i Desch, editor-in-chief of theTamarack, Libby H i g h S c h o o l ' snewspaper.Desch and her s t a f f have taken aleadership role in keeping studentsup-to-date about the asbestos situa-tion in L i b b y , even though shed o e s n ' t always agree i t ' s front-pagenews.T h e r e ' s a sense o f d e f i a n c eamong some students."I'm tired of hearing about it . Id o n ' t under s tand what they (thevictims) are going through," Deschsaid. "A part of me wishes it wasover."K r i s t a Rol l , a senior, said shew o u l d n ' t l e t the asbestos problema f f e c t her decision to one day comeback to Libby to live if that's whatshe wants to do."And I ' m n o t going t o pack u pand move away (now) because ofit," she said.

Roll doesn't like the "skewed"view of Libby some national publi-cations have presented."There are more peop l e here thanthe few who are dying," she said.C h i l d r e n in Libby are undertremendous stress, said Kirn Lee ofLibby, a former school counselorwho has experience in workingwith children who have experiencedgrief and loss."This asbestos issue is so slowmoving and insidious, it impacts thelives of entire families," Lee said."There' s unrelenting rage, helpless-ness and hopelessness. It' s go t toa f f e c t the children."Children sense their parents' fearand anger; they overhear conversa-tions and they f e e l powerless tohelp, she said.Sometimes they're confused byth e detail s . Lee ' s 7-year-old son,for example, "was afraid of laundryfor awhile," because he had heardthat many wives of miners wereexposed to toxic asbestos dust whenthey washed their husbands' workclothes.Lee realized how invasive theasbestos issue has become whenshe observed that two children inher 11-year-old d a u g h t e r ' s classhave grandparents who have diedfrom asbestos disease.T h e r e are many multi-genera-tional f a m i l i e s in Libby, whichmeans several generations are deal-ing with the emotional issue at thesame time. That's the case for Katie

Cas t l e t on , a second-grader at AsaWood Elementary School who hasbeen directly impacted by asbestos.Her grandparents, Mel and LerahParker, had to close their business,Raintree Nursery, a f t e r federal o f f i -cials declared it a S u p e r f u n d sitebecause asbestos-laden vermiculitewas screened there for decades.Cast le ton spent a great deal oftime at her grandparent s ' nursery;she even had her own bedroom attheir home on the nursery property.Most of the P a r k e r s ' householditems, including their granddaugh-ter's toys and her baby cradle, hadto be destroyed because of asbestoscontamination."It makes me sad and really, real-ly mad about what W.R. Gracedid," Castleton said. "They're realbig jerks because they let Grandmaand G r a n d p a have that prop er tywhen they knew it was exposed..T h e y s h o u l d n ' t have kept i t asecret."Her parent s and grandparent shave explained the situation to her,and have worked through her earli-er fears. When the 8-year-old f ir s trealized what was happening, herf ir s t question was: "Am I going todie?"Lee recommends that parents talkt o their children, b u t i t ' s d i f f i c u l tfor many."They're not to th e l s tage wherethey can deal with it yet," she said.
See Youngsters on Page 8
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Y o u n g s t e r s — —
Continued f rom Page 6Libby students agreed i t ' s hard toc o n f i d e i n t h e i r p a r e n t s aboutasbestos disease."It's weird to ta lk about it," saidMari Dofe lmir e , a freshman. "I dowonder about it."Dofe lmire ' s f a th er received a let-ter from f e d e r a l health o f f i c i a l s say-ing he has scarring on his lungs."I don' t think he ha s i t . That ' swhat I keep t e l l i n g m y s e l f , " shesaid.LHS senior J a s o n Worl ey said heand f e l l o w classmates in the jour-n a l i s m c la s s t a l k about a sbe s to smore than most s t uden t s becausethey've written about the issue."No one r e a l l y wants to th inkabout it, but it has become a com-munity problem," he said.A d d e d Moore: " I t ' s a touchysub j e c t . I t ' s hard t o imagine someof your loved ones dying."About 435 Libby ch i ldr en ages10 to 18 went t h r o u g h the f r e eh e a l t h s c r e e n i n g t o d e t e r m i n ep o t e n t i a l risk for asbestos diseaseand pa th s of exposure, according tot h e T a m a r a c k , L i b b y ' s s choo lnewspaper. T h e y d i d n ' t g e t lung X -

rays, but did c ompl e t e pu lmonaryfunction tests.T h e A g e n c y f o r T o x i cSubstances and Disease Registry,which conducted th e tests, do e sn ' thave numbers yet on how manychildren have signs of asbestos dis-ease.Lee believes Libby residents wil lu l t i m a t e l y f i n d s t r eng th in one ofthe c o m m u n i t y ' s biggest assets —its famil ie s . ."The f a m i l i e s who are d e a l i n gwith this, they're the ones who willhave to he lp the children deal withit," s h e said. "It ' s no t necessarilybest to bring in battalions of coun-selors."More support groups are f o r m i n gto h e lp f a m i l i e s and kids cope."Kids can f e e l abandoned if thep a r e n t s are too p r e o c c u p i e d orobsessed with this," she added.Nancy Chalgren, a Libby H i g hSchool guidance counselor, said theschool plans to use grant money toset up a f t er- s choo l support groupsto deal with many issues, inc ludingthe asbestos impact.A l t h o u g h s tudent s are more aptto be a f f e c t e d by the asbestos dis-

ease of a grandparent rather thanparent, there's s t i l l a lot of fear thata c c o m p a n i e s t h e s i t u a t i o n ,Chalgren said." W i t h asbes tos , it l a s t s for solong, t h e r e ' s t h e f e e l i n g t h e r e ' s n oend in sight," she said. "It's d e f i -nitely a stress for students."Lynnette Hintze is a reporterwith the Kalispell Daily Inter Lake.



Libby, Montana

EPA, Grace beading to court
By BRENT S H R U MWestern News ReporterA long-running access dispute between theEnvironmental Protection Agency and W.R.Grace is headed back to court f o l l owing afa i l ed attempt at mediation."It f e l l apart pretty quickly on practicallyevery substantive issue," said EPA on-scenecoordinator Paul Peronard.Ther EPA sued Grace last f a l l a f t er Grace.locked the federal agency out of its mine.reclamation area.

A f t e r attorneys for Grace and the EPAargued their points in court during a two-hourhearing on Dec. 20, a federal j u d g e inMissoula ordered the two parties to try towork out their problems hi mediation.The EPA has had l i t t l e luck at negotiatingwith Grace, Peronard said."If s always a matter of whenever Graceproposes anything you never seem to get very

i iThe fact i s that they'veinterfered with the
cleanup operation, and
we've got to get a
pound of f l e s h for thatPaul PeronardEPA coordinator

far in negotiating the details," he said.EPA is seeking access to property Gracesold to KDC af t er Grace's vermiculite mineclosed in 1990. KDC owns the mine site it selfas well as property adjacent to and across theriver from the former screening plant site atthe mouth of Rainy Creek. A f t e r initially bar-ring EPA from the property completely,

Grace granted access to the KDC propertiesfor investigative purposes only.EPA also seeks to conduct cleanup opera-tions on the riverfront properties and to usethe mine site to dispose of asbestos-contami-nated materials excavated from the formerscreening plant location. The asbestosoccurred as a contaminant in the vermiculiteore.Grace has o f f e r e d to remove and dispose ofthe soils and demolition debris stockpiled atthe former screening plant and to replace thesoil with gravel and topsoil from its ownproperty. Grace has also o f f e r e d to clean upthe KDC properties next to and across theriver from the screening site using the samecontractor that cleaned up the former exportplant in Libby last f a l l .The problem with Grace's o f f e r is that the
See EPA and Grace on Page:

EPA and Grace-
Continued from Page 1company has r e f u s e d to do thework under the scope of an EPAorder such as the order developedfor the export p lant c l eanup ,Peronard said."It would be great for them to dothe cleanup," he said. "They haveto do it right. They have to do itunder an enforceable order."Without an order to direct thework, the EPA would have no wayto ensure the cleanup is conductedproperly, Peronard said.Grace has also asked the EPA tofree the company from any liabi l i tyassociated with chemicals, asphaltor other non-asbestos contamina-tion that could be found in materi-

als excavated from the screeningplant site. The agency can' t l egal lydo that, Peronard said. •"It's a non-starter, as they say,"he said.Grace also asked the EPA todrop its claim for $5 mill ion inpenalties. The agency is adamantthat penalties must be c o l l e c t e d . .Grace's actions have delayed thecleanup, put more p e o p l e at riskand cost the government money,Peronard said.'• • " T h e j f a c t is that they've inter-fered with the cleanup operation,arid w e ' v e got to get a pound off l e s h for that," he said.The EPA has informed the j u d g ein Missoula,that mediation e f f o r t s

were unsuccessfulwill have to be;resoHow long thatt a i n ; ' ; ; :
; . , , ;"It ' s on , tii^coPeronard j '

t er^EFAcubic yards ^bj j e s cg jv;screening plant. Theporting the <. -•- 'ft.'' '• if* •****' T*i •»the area for disposalmated at $4.5 miltiori! Plansunder way to create a 4- tp 6-acoi-site at the county l a n d f i l l to safsl*dispose of asbestos-contaminat^materials, Peronard:said. Theject is expected to cost aboutmillion, he said.



To the Editor
Relocation of Millwork West to mayor's property detailed by o f f i c i a l s
To the Editor:T h i s narrative details the sequenceof events which led up to the reloca-tion of Millwork West to the proper-ty owned by Universal Land.When Paul Peronard of the EPAinformed Mel Bumett and the City ofLibby that Millwork West wouldhave to be relocated, Mel indicatedthat he was interested in being in theold Frontier Glass location on Cali-fornia Avenue. The city called theowners of this property to see if itcould be rented or leased. We weretold they would not lease the build-ing. Alan Stringer and Paul Peronardeach called them to see about leasing,they also told them no. The thoughthad been to put the retail business inthe Frontier Glass Building andW.R., Grace would provide a storagebuilding on the old baseball f i e l d s .Jim Stout told the city they werelooking at a sprung structure whichthe city would be able to keep a f t e rthe clean-up was complete.The city and W.R. Grace nextlooked at pu t t ing the sprung structureand the whole business on the base-ball f i e l d s at the city industrial park(which the EPA had determined wasclean). The EPA determined that this

setup would not work because therewould be some risk to customers andtruck t r a f f i c . Although some on the .council didn't want the sprung struc-ture, most did. .Next the city looked at pu t t ing thesprung structure on the big grassyarea in front of city hall. Mark Fen-nessy, city attorney, informed thecouncil that the property had restric-tions placed on it at the time Stimsondonated the property to the city. Therestriction would not allow for a re-tail business to be located on theproperty. The mayor then o f f e r e d totrade property with the city so thatthe sprung structure could still be lo-cated on city property. The city attor-ney said that the traded land wouldthen become restricted in the samemanner as the city property.At this point, W.R. Grace andMillwork West had decided to put uptwo metal bui ldings instead of thesprung structure. The city consideredputt ing the buildings down by theLegion baseball f i e l d s , but the cityran into a multitude of problems withthis site. Firs t , the City met resistancefrom the neighbors. According to cityattorney Mark Fennessy there wereland restrictions on part of the prop-

erty. There were waterline concerns,parking concerns for the Legionbaseball f i e l d , also, the size of thef ir s t building would have to be small-er than originally conceived becauseof the size of the power companyeasement; the size of the secondbuilding would also have to bedown-sized to allow for f ire depart-ment access behind the building, andf i n a l l y , it was determined the largestbuilding would be placed over alarge sewer line. It did not seem fea-sible to meet all of Millwork West'sneeds and s t i l l meet property re-straints.The next scenario was to tradeproperty adjacent to Asa Wood withthe property next to Town Pump. Itwas thought that Town Pump couldbuy the property and trade with W.R,Grace. Grace s t a f f did not feel therewas s u f f i c i e n t time to pursue thiscomplicated course of action.Because the mayor thought itwould be preferable if a public entitycould benefit f rom having the build-ings built on public property heasked Kirby Maki if the school dis-trict had property that would workfor this purpose. Mr. Maki could notthink of any. Rita Windom was then

asked if the county had property t h a t :would work for this purpose. Ritasuggested the county park across theriver. Mel Burnett didn't feel itwould work very well for them, andMrs. Windom couldn't think of any-thing else that might work.The city, at this point, could notcome up with anything and informedW.R. Grace and Millwork West thatthey would have to pursue privateproperty on which to relocate thebusiness. W.R. Grace and MillworkWest then looked at other propertiesincluding property on the other sideof the river owned by Mark Owennear the county shop and the oldLibby Ready Mix location to name afew. Thomas Wood, Libby Fire ChiefBill Watt , Libby Fire MarshalPaul Peronard, EPAAlan Stringer, W.R. GraceDan Stephens, Libby City CouncilMel Burnett, Millwork West, Inc.George Bauer, Libby City CouncilJ u d y Porter, Libby City CouncilJane Thorn, Libby City CouncilKirby Maki, School SuperintendentRita Windom, County CommissionerJohn Norberg, City Building InspectorDan Thede, City of Libby
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A s b e s t o s may be released by house f i r e s
By RAY STOUTWestern News ReporterS t r u c t u r e f i r e s cou ld released e a d l y asbestos from insulation orp ipe s into the air, but a hot enoughtemperature wil l turn it to harmlesssand, according to government o f f i -cials.I t ' s t h e f r i a b l e asbestos - "any-thing you can crush with yourhand" - that's more l ik e ly to be-come airborne than non-friable,said John Podolinsky, asbestos-control program coordinator for theMontana Department of Environ-mental Quality.F r i a b l e asbestos is the kind thatwas typ i ca l ly used in the manufac-ture of p i p e s and boilers, attic insu-lation, c e i l ing textures and wall-boards, Podolinsky said. The as-bestos content must also be morethan 1 percent to c l a s s i f y it as fr i-able.Asbe s to s is a major concern inLibby, where it was once mined asa by-product of vermiculite. Thevermiculite was used in insulat ionin homes in Libby and elsewhere.I n h a l i n g "the invi s ib le f i b e r s ofasbestos has been found to causef a t a l diseases.The 1-percent rule "was nevermeant to be a health standard," saidPodol in sky. "It was j u s t a line inthe sand that they drew because

most of the manufacturers wantedto take advantage of the benef i t s ofasbestos, and they put in more than1 percent."For example, p ipe s and boilerst y p i c a l l y contain 10-75 percent as-bestos, he said. In cases like that,manufacturers would add the min-eral large ly because i t ' s f i r e resis-tant at very high temperatures.In the case of Libby vermiculite,the asbestos was natural, Podolin-sky said. It was mined along withthe vermiculite.The mining companies tried toremove the mineral at the m i l l , hesaid. But "in some cases, themil l ing process didn't get rid of itall."Examples of non-friable asbestosare f l oor coverings and roofing ma-terials , Podol in sky said.Regardless of where the asbestoscame from, a house f ir e can free itfrom whatever i t ' s embedded h i ,said Podolinsky. Fire f igh t e r s , ofcourse, wear protective gear butonlookers should try to avoid highconcentrations of smoke."If there" j a plume, they're indanger of being exposed to as-bestos," he said, of bumjng build-ings containing asbestos materials..However, he said a brief expo-sure doesn't necessarily mean theperson will become sick.

If a f i r e reaches about 2,500 de-grees F, the asbestos "just meltsand becomes a grain of sand," saidBob Vick, regional asbestos coordi-nator for the U . S . EnvironmentalProtection Agency. "So it no longerhas the sharp points on it" that canadhere to the lungs and interferewith breathing.That hot a f ire isn't one whereanybody would enter the bui ld inganyway, said Bill Wat t , f ire mar-shal for the Libby Volunteer FireDepartment."I imagine it could get up thathigh," Watt said. "Normally thatwould be if it was t o t a l l y burning. Imean to ta l ly involved. No f l r e f i g h t -ers are going to be in it at that tem-perature."The maximum temperature forf i r e f i g h t e r s with then- heavy clothesand helmets, hoods, gloves andface sh i e ld s is around 500 degreeswhen i t ' s about 1,000 a t ceilinglevel, Watt said.There' s no special training forLibby f i r e f i g h t e r s in handling as-bestos-containing materials, saidf ire chief Tom Wood. But alongwith their standard equipment thedepartment has eight special respi-rators donated by the EPA, he said."When the building is involvedin a f i r e and we go into it, we'reprotected," Wood said.

CAG to seek i n d e p e n d e n t technical assistance
L i b b y ' s Community Advi s oryGroup on asbestos issues is lookingfor he lp from a program based atKansas S t a t e University that pro-vides technical assistance for com-munities d ea l ing with toxic contam-ination.A committee of the CAG is work-ing on a proposal to seek assistancefrom the Technical Outreach Ser-vices for Communities program atKansas State . The committee p lansto: • Conduct a needs assessment ofCAG members to i d e n t i f y concernsand areas needing further research;• Determine a baseline under-standing of asbestos-related diseasesand, the roles and scopes of work oft h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o nAgency and the Agency for ToxicSubstance and Disease Registry;• Research advantages and dis-

advantages of Super- fund designa-tion and make a recommendation tothe C A G ;• Determine the role of T O S Cthat would be most beneficial;• Prepare an action plan for uti-l iz ing T O S C resources.The T O S C program is a serviceof the Hazardous Substances Re-

search Centers program. About 30universities across the country forma network of f ive HSRCs, and eachHSRC serves two EPA regions.The T O S C program is aimed ath e l p i n g communities with haz-ardous substance pol lut ion problemsby providing independent technicalinformation and assistance.
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ATSDR releases health document on trei^olite-
A public health document titled"Tremolite-related Asbestos," isnow available in dra f t form fromthe U . S . Agency for Toxic Sub-stances and Disease Registry, withpublic comment due by mid-March.The document is in response tothe presence of tremolite asbestosin vermiculite ore mined nearLibby. Tremolite, if inhaled, is oneof the most dangerous forms of as-bestos.The contaminated vermiculitefrom Libby was mined, distributedand processed into many productsused across the country. Workers,household contacts and the generalpublic who come in contact withcontaminated products "may be atrisk of exposure and potentialhealth e f f e c t s ," says the document.In the document, the federalagency reviews the scientific liter-ature describing the relationshipbetween exposure to tremolite-re-lated asbestos and the resultinghealth e f f e c t s .All public comments will bemade available for public inspec-tion, so no confidential businessinformation should be submitted.Copies of the draf t are availableat the ATSDR o f f i c e in Libby, 501Mindral Ave, Telephone is 293-2728. The agency reserves theright to provide only one copy of

Asbestos groups
meet Feb. 15 & 19

The evening support groupfor individuals impacted byasbestos related disease willmeet at 7 p.m. on Thursday,Feb 15, at 415 LouisianaAve.The day group will meet at2 p.m. Monday, Feb. 19, atthe same location.The groups will meet regu-larly on the f i r s t and thirdT h u r s d a y and Monday ofeach month.For more information, callLaura Sedler at 293-0180.

the draf t free of charge.Comments oh the draf t must bereceived by March 23.Written comments should besent to ATSDR Information Cen-ter, Division of T o x i c o l o g y ,Agency for Toxic Substances andDisease Registry, Mails top E-57,1600 C l i f t o n Road ME, Atlanta,GA 30333.

.The comments sho^d .bear, Jhdocket control
165. f •;•.Copies of the,at the agency?* te ir jpc$aj$: o f f i c e jLibby, 501 ,phone is 293-2728 he agency,serves the ••rfone copy ocharge. . f w



W.R. Grace and Kootenai Development CompanyO f f e r to C l e a n - U p Nursery, Other Properties
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In court-ordered mediation with the Environmental Protection Agency, W.R.'Grace & Co. and Kootenai Development Company (KDC) o f f e r e d a planthat would al low the s ta l l ed Nursery property clean up to move forward and
also result in the remediation of two KDC-owned parcels with Grace paying
the costs.
T h o u g h Grace and KDC negotiated in good f a i t h and made substantialconcessions at last month's mediation, the EPA was unwilling to
compromise. T h i s was unfortunate. Unles s this di spute can be resolved outof court, it appears that a Missoula j u d g e will have the f inal say on who pays
for this important local projec t .
Grace and KDC believe mat a speedy conclusion to this di spute is ine v e r y b o d y ' s best interest. The o f f e r Grace and KDC made to the EPA
during last m o n t h ' s mediation is outlined below.
S p e c i f i c a l l y , Grace o f f e r s to remove and dispose of the soils and demolition
debris s tockpi l ed at the Nursery property. In addition, KDC has o f f e r e d , atno charge, enough gravel and topsoil f r om its property to restore the Nurseryland to its original condition.
Grace also o f f e r s to clean two other KDC propert i e s , one adjacent to the
Nursery proper ty and the other across the Kootenai River, using the sametechniques and contractor used to clean the Export Plant last Fall. Thatp r o j e c t was completed to the EPA's sa t i s f a c t i on quickly and with l i t t l econtroversy.
In return, EPA should free Grace and KDC from any liabil i ty related to any
horticultural chemicals, asphalt or other contamination - except asbestos -that may be found in the soil and debris taken from the Nursery property.
The EPA should also drop its lawsuit seeking access to KDC's property and
the related claims for penalties.
Grace and KDC strongly urge the government to seriously consider this
o f f e r . Not only does it result in a resolution of the issues, at no cost to the
taxpayer, it will also save as much as $2 million in federal f u n d s the EPAsays is needed to build an asbestos disposal site in Lincoln County.

A l ; m S l n n u e r
h v s i t l c n i K D C



To the Editor
Monumental blunder by city enriches mayor, not p e o p l e of Libby S
E D I T O R ' S N O T E : T h e following\ letter was submitted to the LibbyCity Council on Monday, Feb. 5.To the Editor:October 5, .1998 was the first citycouncil meeting I ever attended.That was when the council voted toput Lolo waterline out for bid. Itnever happened. I couldn't believethat the council could promise to dosomething in a public meeting and'then reverse their decision in private.1 commented then, that once thecouncil takes a legal action by votingto do something, you have essential-ly promised to do that. You couldnot d e f e n d your actions then, yout o ld me to take you to court. That'snot my style. I chose to make it pub-lic instead, you have to answer to thevoters.Nearly two and a half years laterwe are s t i l l in the same place. OnJuly 6, 2000 the council voted to ac-cept a $400,000 g i f t from W.R.Grace in the f orm of temporaryhousing for Millwork West. OnceI n d u s t r i a l Park was proclaimedclean, those b u i l d i n g s would becomepermanent pub l i c assets. At somelater, secret meeting, this gift wasredirected to property the mayor hasinterest in.A newspaper article and my owni questions about this, have yielded

: three reasons for this action. T h i s isi the only pub l i c record of why youI made this decision. All three reasonsi have proved baseless. I ' m heretonight to inform you these storiesproved to be untrue, and to give thecouncil another chance to explain thec o n f i d e n t i a l discuss ions that led to a$400,000 w i n d f a l l for the city end-ing up in private pockets in directcontradi c t i on t o t h e c o u n c i l ' s o f f i c i a lpromise.One reason given, and the easiestto di smis s was the m a y o r ' s quote inthe newspaper, "We had an outcry

from quite a few neighbors." I gotthis same story at the council meet-ing two months ago. On the face ofit, this statement seems true. I havedetermined that there was an outcryfrom quite a few neighbors. Theseare all good p eop l e with valid con-cerns about a change in their neigh-borhood. We have to respect theirwishes, but we have to weigh theirconvenience against the $400,000benefit to the city, and the right ofthe city council to utilize our proper-ty in our best interests.The council proved they under-stood this concept when they foughttooth and nail to allow an asphaltplant on the m a y o r ' s property. Theplant was permitted by the State, andthe mayor has a right to ut i l ize hisproperty in his best interests. I per-sonally thought it was a poor placefor it, but we have land-use regula-tions for exactly this type of situa-tion.The council took an unpopular po-sition in this case, yet they protectedthe property rights of the mayor.T h e y did not take the same po s i t i onwhen the p eop l e of Libby wouldhave bene f i t ed from those bu i ld ing sand I am troubled that they chose todo so in a clandestine manner.Story number one proves to be aswing and a miss!Another reason given was a power

line right-of-way through the smallerbuilding. There is again some super-f i c ia l truth to this statement.The problem is the same as thef irs t example. Did the inconvenienceof this powerline outweigh the bene-f i t s of a $400,000 g i f t ? My experi-ence leads me to believe mat thepowerline could have stayed where itis with the bui lding on top of it. If itwas deemed necessary to move it,the cost would be less than $1,000 -a 400 to 1 return of investment.Strike two!The next reason given was asewer line directly below the build-ing. T h i s would be a problem. At themeeting two months ago, the counciltold me f ire chief Tom Wood wouldnot let them put the bu i ld ings overthe sewer line, and given the infor-mation as it was presented to himthe chief was right to take that posi- .tion. 'The problem arises only.because Iam skeptical of the veracity of thiscouncil due to our previous dealings.So I took the time to ver i fy thisstatement.. I went over to the may-o r ' s property, measured those build-ings and then staked them out on thecity proper ty - th i s is what I do for a.living.I then marked out the sewer lineby lining up manholes and verifiedthis position with maps provided by

••Aythe city. My observations, and yoursif you take the time to drive by the; ; :, .;ballpark, lead me to believe those -,.-•;buildings could have fit on the city;property with no involvement of the^:sewer line and room to spare.There are eight t r a f f i c cones out .,-,,there delineating the four corners of) Itwo buildings. The barrier tape run-ning across the back of those lines ismy representation of the sewer line.-"1*Strike three. Y o u ' r e outta t h e r e ! > v > ' «All three reasons have proved to >' ibe suspect. I challenge this council- <•;>to prove me wrong. I'l l give you thebenefit of doubt as I wasn't privy to - '.t h e secret negotiations that placed ' - ; • ' - • 'those bui ld ings where they are. <>;•>'There may yet be a logical reason ! •>;•<and I'l l give you a fu l l month to •dream one up. r'I won't speculate as to the mo-tives at work here. But,, in myion this looked like a monumental Sblunder that enriched the mayor , viBottom line is, you promised t» s e i lcure this g i f t for the peopl e of Li. now explain why you didn't.Please put me on next month's j,agenda so we can discuss this fur- .1ther, and h o p e f u l l y -you can prove ^that you acted with the taxpayers jn|;mind in this instance. So far the linebetween fantasy and fact is quite >blurred. 3D.C. Ofjr



School s as*for testing
two tracks
High school track sits on
layer of vermiculite tailings

By BRENT S H R U MWestern News ReporterThe Libby School District is looking forhe lp from the Environmental ProtectionAgency to clean up asbestos-contaminatedmill tailings sealed beneath the high schooland middle school tracks.The district used tailings from W.R.Grace's vermiculite mine and mill complexfrom t h e early 1970s until 1983. T h e L H S ' 'track was encapsulated with asphalt a f t e r «Grace warned the district that asbestos fibersin the tailings could pose problems.In a letter sent last week to EPA o f f i c i a l s , Jj,school superintendent Kirby Maki said the $district is "extremely concerned" about the g.tailings. Maki asked the EPA to conduct tests &at the tracks, remove the tai l ings and replace **them with fill material, and reinstall the tracksurfaces."I don't know what's going to happen, b, *at least they're going to look at that," Makisaid. "They are going to do some tes t ing, andif there are materials posing a health threatthey'll have to get them removed." TBecause the tailings are encapsulated in £asphal t , Maki said he d o e s n ' t think they pose **a present danger. But the tracks are in need ofrepair and replacement, he said. T"Just having it there on school property is a *•l i ab i l i ty I don't think we should have at this Opoint in time," he said. *"*The EPA needs to determine the extent ofthe contamination, Maki said. In addition touse on the track i t s e l f , p i le s of tailings werestored around the area for appl i ca t ion to thetrack when needed, he said." H o p e f u l l y they'll do some testing and ifwe have any problems, they'll take care of itfor us or hold W.R. Grace responsible for it,"he said.Grace tested the track in 1981 and foundwhat a company memo called "surprisinglyhigh" f iber concentrations stirred up by run-ners. On a hot, dry, windless July day, f iberconcentrations were measured at .14 fibersper cubic centimeter of air for the lead runnerand .22 fibers per cc for a f o l l ow ing runner.At the time of testing, the track was com-pacted due to recent rains and lack of use. Nodust was visible.According to the memo, short-term concen-trations as high as 1.0 fibers per cc may havebeen possible-when the track was in well-used
i tw a n.imhpr nf neoole.



7, Q
ASK EPA!!Questions and Answersabout Asbestos and EPA's Investigation

* : I've heard that EPA is cleaning up homes in Minnesota.
Why are Libby homes not getting cleaned up?

iA: EPA is doing some clean-up work in yards on Minnesota homes that have been
contaminated with a rock waste product called "stoner rock" from a vermiculite
expansion operation in Minneapolis. This rock may contain up to 70% asbestos.It looks like indistinct grey rocks that can be up to several inches in diameter. •Some of this material has been found in the western part of the Export Plant, buthas not been seen in other areas around Libby.
"Stoner rock" is d i f f e r e n t from the vermiculite concentrate that went to theScreening Plant and to the Export Plant to be either bagged or expanded. Thevermiculite concentrate is dark grey to black, and has the form of small "flakes."
EPA has found concentrations of 1 to 12% asbestos in this vermiculite.
Please call the EPA Informat ion Center in Libby at 293-6194 to report anyunpopped vermiculite on your property or inn or around Libby. EPA may
eventually remove the material but, in the meantime, we advise that you don'tdisturb it.
No work is being done to remove vermiculite insulation or other potentialasbestos sources from inside homes in Minnesota or Montana.
To report vermiculite insulation in your home, please call the Lincoln County
Environmental H e a l t h Dept. at 293-7781, X228

For more information Call:Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241 orRon Anderson, Director Lincoln County Environmental H e a l t h at 293-7781, X228.



W.R. Gracewill honorcommitments
Company says health plan,
hospital f u n d s to continue 3

W.R. Grace will continue to honor its com-mitments to the Libby community if the com- ^pany decides to f i l e for Chapter 11 reorgani- £zation, its local spokesman said late last flweek. C"Chapter 11 means reorganization, not liq-uidation. It buys us breathing room," said v

Alan Stringer, Grace' s representative inLibby. "We are t o ta l ly committed to carryingforward our Libby medical obligations."Grace provided S t . J o h n ' s LutheranH o s p i t a l with a $250,000 payment in 2000and committed to paying the same amountevery year it is needed to provide medical ser-vices for" asbestos-related victims. Grace o f f i - "Ttcials promised fur ther f u n d i n g as needs Hbecome more c l ear ly i d e n t i f i e d . trThe company is also prov id ing f r e e medicalinsurance coverage for area residents diag- \$nosed with an asbestos-related disease. More s*than 90 p e o p l e had been accepted into the ^program as of mid-January with nobody •*-turned away.Stringer stressed that the company has notyet f i l e d for Chapter 11 reorganization andthat ' s i t ' s only an option at this point.In the c o m p a n y ' s f inancial report for thef inal quarter of 2000, Grace CEO Paul Norri ssaid reorganization under Chapter 11 was oneoption to consider.The chemical giant is f a c ing increasing lia-bilities from pending personal-injury lawsuits,class action suits and property damage suits.
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W h e r e ' s W a l d o Montana? \AMissing: The State of Montana x v

Lost: Years agoResult: Hundreds, check that, thousands of asbestos-re-lated disease victims.And Montana is s t i l l missing-in-action a year af t er f e d -eral and state o f f i c i a l s rushed to Libby f o l l o w i n g news-paper reports of a health and environmental disaster.The federal agencies are here and involved. The state,well, the bigwigs show up for the photo ops and keymeetings.On Wednesday, the Legislature joined the ranks of ab-sent-without-leave by refusing to fund a part-time statehealth worker at $18,500 a year. The worker was to as-sist famil i e s in f i n d i n g aid.Legislators tabled Rep. Eileen C a r n e y ' s bill sayingthey couldn't f ind $18,500 in a $2.3 bil l ion budget.Presently, W.R. Grace is providing health insurancecoverage for some people. We're told not everyone qual-i f i e s but Grace hasn't turned anyone away yet.The other option is to sue Grace but you better getready to stand in a long, slow-moving line. The courtshave been hearing 3-4 cases a year.And worse yet, Grace is now admitting that bankruptcyis a consideration versus l i t igat ing a mounting number ofasbestos-related lawsuits.If Grace goes belly-up, the pressure will be on St.John's Lutheran Hospi ta l to provide services to whatcould be as many as 1,000 peopl e with asbestos-relatedhealth problems. Our local hospital d o e s n ' t have the re-sources, either.Perhaps then the state will be forced to make morethan a verbal commitment to Libby af t er it f a i l ed to rec-ognize an asbestos problem years ago and then didn'twarn employees. And now has done l i t t l e or nothing tohelp us get through a tough medical .crisis.Why is it we send taxes to Helena? - Roger Morris



' B a n k r u p t c y
an option f
says Grace
• Nearly 50,000 cases f i l e d
during 2000 against company

Chapter 11 bankruptcy as a consideration ver-sus continued l i t igat ion was mentioned Mondayby W.R. Grace CEO Paul Norri s in the compa-ny's f inal quarterly report for the year 2000."Asbestos l i t igat ion continues to be our com-pany's biggest challenge," he said. "During*2000we have seen the l i t igat ion environment worsenand become more uncertain." A"Nearly 50,000 bodily injury claims were ^received during 2000, an 8 i-percent increase ** jover 1999, according to the c o m p a n y ' s financial JLJ ireport. ^ jAs of Dec. 31,2000, Grace has pending 7 /•) ;proper ty damage suits, 9 attic insulat ion classaction lawsuits and 124,907 bodi ly injury claims.Eighty- four claims by Libby area residents arepending in district court against the owners of aformer vermiculite mine ne'ar Libby. The vermi-culite was contaminated with tremolite asbestos."Recent adverse events in asbestos bodi ly liti-gation, including petitions for bankruptcy reorga-nization by several co-defendant companies havecaused an environment that increases the risk ofmore claims.being f i l e d than previously pro j e c t -ed, with higher settlement demands," the compa-n y ' s financial report said.In October, Owens Corning voluntari ly f i l e d areorganization petition under Chapter 11 of theU.S. Bankruptcy Code. Since then, other compa-nies fac ing asbestos l l i t igat ion have f i l e d forbankruptcy.Grace has e f f e c t i v e l y managed asbestos-relat-ed l i t igat ion for over 20 years, de spi te the bank-ruptcy of a number of other co-defendants.Last year, a Grace o f f i c i a l had reported thecompany had paid out $15.6 million in awardsfrom 64 cases related to its Libby operations.In its latest financial report, Grace reported itsasbestos-related l iab i l i ty at $1.1 bi l l ion.In Libby, Grace committed to providing St.John's Lutheran H o s p i t a l with $250,000 a year tohe lp provide medical services for asbestos-relat-ed victims. Grace o f f i c i a l s promised furtherf u n d i n g as needs become more c l early i d e n t i f i e d .Also the company is providing free medicalinsurance coverage for area residents diagnosedwith an asbestos-related disease. More than 90p e o p l e had been accepted into the program as ofmid-January with nobody turned away.However, G r a c e ' s local spokesman, AlanStringer, has said that if there is no company,there is no health plan.



A s p h a l t p lant not relevant to asbestos issues
To the Editor:Concerning A n n M a r t i n ' sc o n d e s c e n d i n g l y terse l e t t e rconcerning my condescension,that she perceived or p r o j e c t e dlast week: F i r s t , do not in anyway confuse my support for thet emporary, p o r t a b l e a spha l tp lan t with the asbestos issue. Asan independen t s u p p l i e r I spent

a lot of time up on the h i l ldumping die se l and #5 burnerf u e l , f r o m 1976 to 1990.E m p l o y e e s a f f e c t e d deservecompensation. And in no wayare these issues even remotelyconnected, except in the "stopthe world and pray for f o o d andhelp" mindset group.And secondly, how do com-

munities like K a l i s p e l l , Whi t e-f i s h , Bonners Ferry, S a n d p o i n t ,etc., get away with not onlyhaving an asphalt p l a n t , butpas s ing ordinances that demandpaved parking lot s and paveddriveways on new housingunits? Relax, and e n j o y theshow. Rob U i t h o f

U i t h o f to critic: do the science or knock it off
To the Edi tor:Concerning the sentence inJ u l i e W a t e r s - B a r c o m b ' s l e t t e r t othe editor: "as a derogatory termfor those who o p p o s e the a sphal tp l a n t ' s toxic emissions." Agedp e o p l e tend to be stuck on "Howit was," and re fu s e to hear any-thing that might change that real-ity (memory).At 30, you should be able to

hear at least a l i t t l e bit of qual i tyinformation that is not exactlywithin your present ideo log i ca lbell jar. But, rigid thinking af-f e c t s p e o p l e in mysterious ways.Please l i s t the "toxic emis-sions" by name and quantity. Dothe science or knock it off.Rob U i t h o fE.S. You mention asbestos inyour letter. Why? And did you

know the largest producer of drywall in the United Sta t e s declaredbankruptcy last week due to as-bestos litigation? What makesdry wall in your house and o f f i c ef i r e resistant? Asbestos.Any chance that W.R. Grace isnot t o t a l l y r e spons ib l e for everycase of asbestosis in Libby?What are the wal l s in your of-fice?



New asbestos groupmeets Monday, Feb. 5
The new support group for peopleimpacted by asbestos related diseasewill meet at 2 p.m. Monday, Feb. 5,at 415 Louisiana Ave.The mission of the group is toprovide information and to he lp peo-ple i d e n t i f y the impacts of asbestos-related stress on their lives. Anyonewho has been diagnosed or has aloved one diagnosed is welcome.There is no charge to participants.For more information, call LauraS e d l e r at 293-0180.

i\I
I
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Court gives EPA access to mine
By ROGER MORRISWestern N e w s Publ i sh erT n T ' U . S . D i s t r i c t C o u r t i n M i s s o u l ailed F r i d a y in f avor of the EPA giving theideral agency f u l l access to the f o r m e r'.R. Grace mine site and two other prop-l ie s near Libby.The EPA and Grace have been in a pro-mged l egal s truggle over the f ed era lj ency d u m p i n g asbestos-contaminated>il removed f r o m former mine proper t i e s alort d i s tance f rom the mine site.On F r i d a y , U . S . District J u d g e Donald[ a l l o y ruled that Grace must a l l ow access• the mine site and two proper t i e s along

t h e K o o t e n a i River f o u n d t o c on ta inasbestos contaminated soil."We're h a p p y with the ruling," said PaulPeronard, on-site coordinator for the EPA."I regret the interruption took place. It wastime lost and we were stuck in time," hesaid.. "That's my regret."The EPA was in the process of cleaningup contaminated soil and b u i l d i n g s at thes i t e o f G r a c e ' s f o r m e r p r o c e s s i n g p l a n twhen the company denied access to themine. E v e n t u a l l y , Grace a l l owed the EPAto access the mine site for testing purposesbut not to d e p o s i t contaminated materials.T h e F l y w a y i s p r o p e r t y i m m e d i a t e l y

upstream, along the Kootenai River, of theformer sorting plant site. And the Bluffs areacross the river, where a p i p e l i n e from thesorting plant , loaded vermiculite into traincars.Peronard said EPA cleanup e f f o r t s will"remobilize" in Apri l with hauling ofasbestos-contaminated soil f r o m the riversites to the mine t entat ive ly scheduled forlate May.The EPA has 50,000 9ubic yards of cont-aminated soil it wants to move to the minesite from the former sorting plant site.I d e n t i f i e d contamination on the F l y w a y sand B l u f f s properties is either p i l e s or pi t s

along accesses on those propert ie s and notas widespread as the sorting plant site,Peronard said.The EPA has iden t i f i ed p i l e s or pi t s ofcontaminated materials at the F l y w a y andBluff sites but has not begun cleanupe f f o r t s on those properties .Federa l attorneys do expect an appeal ofthe court decision, Peronard said. But thatshould not delay hauling plans to the for-mer mine site unless Grace seeks a restrain-ing order.Grace had no comment on the ruling as
See Ruling on Page 6

wins Western B divisional t i t l e

Photo by Jerry Akin^'VISIONAL CHAMPIONS — Troy heads to the t la s s B Stat e Tournament at Lewistown beginning Thursday. Theis Coach Rich Ramondelli , Kayla Meyer, Chelsea Manning, Destinie Meyer, Laura Mohar, Christina Aceves,L..1 Ridgeway and Hannah Coy. Seated are Tara F a h l a n d , Jerii Ramondelli and Ashley Trulock.

Two students
suspended for
making threats

By RAY STOUTWestern News ReporterTwo Libby school students were suspended inseparate incidents for using po t en t ia l ly threateninglanguage, according to the district superintendent.At Libby H i g h Schoo l , a student had talkedabout "blowing up the school," said Super in t enden tKirby Maki. "Student talked about that, made athreat, we investigated the matter, suspended thestudent for 10 days."The suspension was issued March 6, Maki said.The matter is s t i l l under investigation by theLincoln County S h e r i f f s Department, said CountyAttorney Bemie Cassidy.Maki said he didn't know whether the studentelaborated on the comments to other students."Nobody found a bomb or anything. He talkedabout that; we take these things very seriously."In recent years and even recent days, shootings,bombings or other mass violence have occurred atschools around the nation. In l ight of that, Makisaid, the district will be ho ld ing in-service meetingsto refresh s t a f f on how to respond to potent ialthreats.Also, it will review the crisis management ]. ;anto be sure it's well-tuned, he said.The issue was "a case where a kid was makingthreats, or was ju s t mouthing o f f , " Maki said."Sometimes people get mad and they say things,but a f t e r all that's gone on in the last few years youneed to f o l l o w up and investigate."
See Threa t s on Page 6

EPA begins soil te s t ing around high school track
By BRENT SHRUMWestern News ReporterThe Environmental Protection Agencyas started taking soil samples at andround the Libby H i g h School track in anffort to determine if the area is contami-ated with asbestos.The school district used tai l ings fromV.R. Grace's vermiculite mine and millo r r - ' ^ x as a track surface from the early9 il 1983. The track was encapsu-ite3%.ui asphalt a f t e r Grace warned theistrict that asbestos f iber s in the ta i l ingsould pose problems.Last month district superintendent Kirby4aki asked the EPA to conduct tests,emove the tailings and replace them withill material, and reinstal l the track surface.

Asbes to s court billmoving forward See Page 6
The EPA has started investigating schoolproperty to f ind where the contaminatedmaterial may have been spread, agency on-scene coordinator Paul Peronard said at lastT h u r s d a y ' ^ Community Advisory Groupmeeting."This is not the best time to be samplingsoil in Montana," Peronard said. "We'reactually jackhammering our samples out ofthe ground."Grace tested the track in 1981 and foundwhat a company memo cal l ed "surprisingly

high" fiber concentrations stirred up byrunners. On a hot, dry, windless July day,f iber concentrations were measured at. 14f ibers per cubic centimeter of air for thelead runner and .22 fibers per cc for a f o l -lowing runner.At the time of testing, the track wascompacted due to recent rains and lack ofuse. No dust was visible.According to the memo, short-term con-centrations as high as 1.0 f i b er s per cc mayhave been poss ible when the track was inwell-used condition and in use by a numberof people.The EPA has also started its secondphase of air sampling at area homes,Peronard said. In the f irst scenario, resi-dents will wear air monitors as they go

about their everyday activities. In the sec-ond scenario, EPA personnel will s imulatehousecleaning activities to see if anyasbestos f ib er s are stirred up into the air. .Fourteen houses have been lined up for thesampl ing, Peronard said.The third scenario will probably start inearly April and will take samples whileEPA personnel are "mucking around" withvermiculite insulation to simulate remodel-ing activities, Peronard said. Three to sixhouses will be tested.The f inal scenario will focus on vermi-culite in soil to see if f i b er s are stirred upby gardening activities. It will probablystart in May or June d epending on the
See C AG on Page 6

Head Start f i n d s new home
3re-school program to move in at Asa Wood School

By RAY STOUTWestern News ReporterA home has been found for Kootenai V a l l e y
40 four-year-o ld s , Chandler said.The school dis trict s t epped forward when itheard Head Start was about to request $500,000



wants an verimcumt
iiWe havea killerthat we sleepwith nightlyand we're not

doing anythingabout it.§f
Mike Powers

By ROGER MORRISWestern News PublisherFederal o f f i c i a l s were told Thursday nightthat Libby residents want the vermiculite insu-lation cleaned out of their homes and business-es - now.Members of the Citizens Advisory Groupwere unfazed by responses from theEnvironmental Protection Agency o f f i c i a l sthat Super fund law might not allow the federalagency to clean insulation from homes."It looks to me that it's pretty well knownthat this s t u f f is not safe for p u p p y dogs or oldcurmudgeons like me," said Mike Powers,

I Residents warned to leaveremoval to the experts See Page 8I Local health plan developed forproposed medical trust See Page 8

yermiculite
j j m t i n u e d from Page 1Ibody is wi l l ing to say 'Yeah, this| i f f should be r e m o v e d . ' "|Duc Nguyen, representing the|* A at the meeting, said the agency^continuing work on developing aji t t er analysis technique and estab-f h i n g a risk assessment.I Kerry Beasley, president of the|ard of directors of St. John'slitheran Hospi ta l in Libby, askedIjguyen if it is safe to have undis-Irbed vermiculite insulation in aibme.' W e d o n ' t know a t this point s os're trying to advise peopl e not toturb it," Nguyen said. "Tremolitelike a new animal to us and it'ster to not disturb it."Under S u p e r f u n d law, the EPA

who recently was diagnosed with a lung abnor-mality.Powers is one of 128 p e o p l e who didn'twork for W.R. Grace and recently learned hehas a problem, most l ikely due to exposure to

vermiculite contaminated with asbestos."People are continuing to be exposed to thiss t u f f , " Powers continued. "We have a killerthat we sleep with nightly and we're not doinganything about it."The frustration is the federal and state agencies are seeing the mounting reports of Libbyarea people whose health has been adverselya f f e c t e d by exposure to the vermiculite in theLibby area."For G o d ' s sake l e t ' s d o something t oremove this s t u f f , " he said. "It seems like
See Vermiculi te on Page

can clean up public areas if soilcontamination or air contaminationis involved, Nguyen said. "Nobodyhas an opinion yet on whether theEPA can clean up home insulation."It is estimated that the vermi-culite from the Libby mine has beenused as insulation in more than onemil l i on homes and businesses in theUnited State s and in countless com-mercial applications. Last year, theS e a t t l e Post. Inte l l igencer reportedthat the insulation was used in asmany as 4 mil l ion homes.Nguyen said there is a concernabout setting precedent."I would think that the risk levelin these homes in Libby, Montana,is high and I would think it wouldbe a priority," said Libby CityCouncilman George Bauer."All we can say is we're workingon it," Nguyen replied."This question has been broughtup over and over and over," Bauersaid. "These p eop l e are concerned."Dr. Brad Black, the county healtho f f i c e r , said Libby is in a unique sit-uation compared to other communi-ties in the country with a vermi-cu l i t e problem."Libby has a very strong argu-ment," Black said. "We have a le-gitimate argument for cleaning upLibby.
" T h i s community is loaded.

We're ibaded and we don' t want alow level," he said. "In Libby, Mon-tana, the wide dispersal of this prod-uct has allowed a lot of p e o p l e toget it in their lungs. A person inKansas City, with it in their house,doesn't have the same exposure.They didn't go down and load it upfor their garden, or play in the p i l e sas a kid or breathe it in from thedust on the clothing of relatives."Nguyen said the f e d e r a l agenciesneed to establish how peop l e wereexposed to the asbestos contaminat-ed vermiculite. "Then we can j u s t i f ywhy we want to remove it," he said."I hear this community sayingthey want it all removed," Beaslevsaid."We're afraid everything i s goingto come and go and we're going tchave homes f u l l of vermiculite insu-lation." Bauer said. "I don't thinlLibby, Montana, will get a clean bilof health until every house i-clean."CAG agreed to write a letter requesting that all vermiculite, especially insulation in homes and businesses, be removed from the community."I'm hearing what you are saying," Nguyen said. "We don't havtthe authority to do it. The answer inot yes or no. Tremol i t e is an unknown."



Community medical trust 31
Task force releases health plan

By BRENT S H R U MWestern News ReporterA task force of Libby's Com-munity A d v i s o r y Group hashe lped draw up wha t ' s intendedto be an ideal medical plan forarea residents s u f f e r i n g from as-bestos-related diseases.The only problem is, no oneknows what the p lan will cost orwhere the money will comefrom."We don't have a clue," saidRick Palagi, chief executive o f f i -c e r o f St . John' s Lutheran Hosp i-tal and a member of the CAGtask force.At this point, the best estimateof how much the plan might costhas been around $500 mil l ion totreat 1,000 p e o p l e over the next40 years."Am 1 sure about that? No,"Palagi said.The plan, released in draf t •form at last Thursday's CAGmeeting, was developed f o l l o w -ing complaint s that a free med-ical plan o f f e r e d by W.R. Gracewas too restrictive in both eligi-b i l i ty requirements and coverage.Instead of using the Grace planas a model, the CAG task .forcestarted with a clean sheet ofpaper, Palagi said."What we're suggesting is af u l l - b e n e f i t , n o - c o m p r o m i s eplan," he said.In October, Palagi wrote a let-ter to the administrator of theGrace plan outlining a dozenchanges that had been suggestedby the C A G . They included eas-ing residency requirements fore l i g i b i l i t y , easing restrictions onthe type of cert i f ication requiredfor a physician to make a diagno-

sis qua l i fy ing a person for cov-ered benef i t s , covering the costof annual screenings and check-ups for people who are eligible toa p p l y for the p lan but who havenot been diagnosed with a cov-ered condition, and expandingbenef i t s for counseling,. respitecare, home health care and long-term care.The response indicated thatfew if any changes would bemade to the plan."It was pretty much the statusquo," Palagi said.A common complaint aboutthe Grace plan is its requirementthat a person needs to have dis-ease in both lungs to qual i fy ."Anyone who is determined bya licensed physician to be a f f l i c t -ed with some kind of asbestos-re-lated disease should be eligible,period," Palagi said.Another area where the Graceplan is perceived to be deficientis in areas of coverage. Whi l e theplan is generous when comparedto typical health plans o f f e r e d byemployers, it still doesn't go farenough in areas such as counsel-ing and home-based care, Palagisaid."The situation requires some-thing d i f f e r en t , " he said. "It re-quires something more com-plete."The lack of a guaranteed

source of fund ing for the Graceplan has also been a source ofworry locally."The Grace plan has made nocommitment of a reserve or away that the plan would go onother than that the company saysit chooses to fund it," Palagi said.A community medical trust hasbeen proposed as a source off u n d i n g for the plan drawn up bythe CAG task force. The fundwould have to be large enough togenerate enough interest to coverexpenses, Palagi said.The absence of local control isanother area where the Graceplan is seen as lacking. A com-munity medical trust would begoverned by a local board.The d i f f i c u l t y of predicting thecost of the proposed plan stemsin part from the fact that relative-ly l i t t l e is known about asbestos-related diseases and in part fromthe fact that the number of a f f e c t -ed p eop l e is sti l l not known,Palagi said. A planned formal in-vestigation by the county com-missioners may help, as will theeventual release of s tati s t ic s f romhealth screenings conducted lastsummer and f a l l by the Agencyfor T o x i c Substances and DiseaseRegistry."Every piece of informationwe get he lp s improve our guess,"Palagi said.



CAG eySr$!8 million for cleanup
The Citizen Advisory Group islooking at Libby's $8 million f ed-eral grant for economic develop-ment as a funding source to begincleaning vermicuUte insulationout of homes and businesses.The group tried to pass a mo-tion Thursday night to f i l e an ap-plication for the money but decid-ed to wait until the Feb. 8 meetingwhen missing board members re-turned.The interest on the $8 millioncould be used to clean up a fewhouses each year, said LerahParker.

Libby City councilman GeorgeBauer said the annual interest wascalculated to amount to about$600,000."We don't need an opera houseor an Olympic pool near as muchas cleaning up our houses," saidlocal businessman Mike Powers,who recently discovered throughthe health screenings that he had alung abnormality.Presently, the Libby Area De-velopment Corporation is consid-ering proposals for funding eco-nomic development projects.Bauer said CAG initially voted

against applying for the fundsfrom the economic developmentmoney. But the vote was close.The $8 million is for economicdevelopment and another $3.5million f o r S t . J o h n ' s LutheranHospi ta l is • to meet expandedhealth care needs of the commu-nity.Burns' news release announc-ing the Senate approval of thefunding for Libby said, the $8million would go to the city for"other asbestos-related health, en-vironmental and economicneeds."
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Letters-
Continued from Page 1leave, Strausbaugh said.Before No. 3, the path f o l l o w e dby the X-rays i s from ATSDR'scontractor - the National OpinionResearch Center - to No. 1, back to.NORC, to No. 2, to NORC again,and then on to 3, Strausbaugh said."The delays are because of pro-cedural p r o b l e m s that we th inkwe've s traightened out and havenothing to do with abnormalities onan X-ray," he said. "We're gettingcaught up."He said 738 letters were sent lastweek to physicians and will be sentto the p a t i e n t s T h u r s d a y andFriday, Strausbaugh said. Another850 letters will be mailed Feb. 6-8,he said.Strausbaugh p lans to presenti n f o r m a t i o n at the C i t i z e n sA d v i s o r y Group meeting onT h u r s d a y at 7 p.m. in thePonderosa Room.
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j Rol l ing up our sleeves
Libby is at it's best when we roll up our sleeves andtackle a job.On Wednesday night, there was a call-to-arms for thecommunity to cp l l e c t i v e ly roll up its sleeves and he lpi d e n t i f y unresolved problems, issues and needs relatedto the asbestos contamination issue.Once again, unity is needed.The county commissioners are leading the e f f o r t , withconsiderable dependence on the Community AdvisoryGroup. But all hands are needed.Quite a few p e o p l e at the meeting expressed a desireto remove vermiculite from the l iving areas of the com-munity - from our b u i l d i n g s , soils, p laygrounds and

work areas. , . . . • - . .Concern exists that all the money in the world and allthe heal th care in the world won't be enough for theLibby community until the local p o p u l a t i o n is protected1 f rom any exposure to asbestos-tainted vermieulite.T h a t ' s a ta l l order., :F6r the time being, o f f i c i a l s are warning p e o p l e tohave patience wh i l e the Environmental ProtectionAgency continues t e s t ing and inves t igat ing whether ornot vermiculi te insulat ion poses a problem. 'Up to now, the asbestos abatement industry, the p e o p l ewho remove asbestos product s , has contended that aslong as the material is encapsulated or sealed— so wecan not have contact with it — it is safer than removingit.t.The concern centers mainly around homes with vermi-c u l i t e in su la t i on in the wal l s and c e i l ing s , the homes inwhich the presence of the material has to be declaredwhen the real estate is s o ld , the presence of which is re-ducing the value of real estate.P e o p l e need to show some patience. We are not alone,with th i s problem. The M i n n e a p o l i s Star-Tribune report-ed that state government - Minnesota - has responded-aggressively to in format i on that the Libby vermicul i t e is
the cause of deaths for 21 former W.R. Grace p lantworkers and three p e o p l e who lived nearby. In that city,the EPA has already surveyed 400 homes near the plantsite and wil l remove asbestos-laden soil from another 25homes th i s spring.The Minnesota health department is working on re-ceiving a grant to survey about 2,700 homes in the areaand about 6,000 current and former residents beginning
in April.Based on what we've seen here in Libby, it's not un-reasonable to expect that in the next two years Min-neapol i s could see similar numbers of impact to humanhealth that we are starting to see. That creates pressurefor h e a l t h , economic and p o l i t i c a l action on a broaderlevel.

My point being: what to do with homes and b u i l d i n g sinsulated with asbestos-tainted vermiculite is awiationalproblem as is the question of how far does cleanup go.Here in Libby, we need to roll up our sleeves and dowhat we do best: work together to solve a problem.There are l i m i t s to what we can do Withou t some but-s ide h e l p but f i r s t we need to i d e n t i f y what it is we wantto do.
Answers to those nagging questions we've had aboutour homes for nearly a year will come fa s t er if the EPAinvestigators are given space and support with less ha-rassment.
The commissioners w i l l be dec id ing how this "inves-t i ga t iv e e f f o r t " proceeds. It will start with a proclamaTtion and it could end with a lawsuit or the threat of asuit.Before we get that far, has anybody approached W.R.Grace and asked what kind of addit ional h e l p can weget with cleanups, vermiculite removal from homes oreven medical trusts?
Just a thought - Roger Morris



County hearing on asbestos issues

Linco ln C'ounty Commissioner Rita Windom looks on as Rob Orr of Libby, a former W.R. Grace e m p l o y e r recently diag-nosed w i t h u s l i c s t o s i s , made a p l e a W e d n e s d a y night to c l e a n up all the vermiculite in Libby for the sake of his ch i ldr en and
their c h i l d r e n .County to begin investigation

B y M R K N T S H R H l V l
W e s t e r n N e w s R e p o r t e r

T h e L i n c o l n C o u n t y
Commis s i oner s unve i l ed p l a n s at ;i
p u b l i c hearing W e d n e s d a y n i g h t (or a
f o r m a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n t h a i c o u l d l a y t h e
g r o u n d w o r k t o r l e g a l a c t i o n a g a i n s t
W . K . ( J r a c e .

A f ormal i n v e s t i g a t i o n is a rareaction ("or a county commission ors tate l eg i s la ture to take, said attorneyMike Donovan, who specializes inrepresenting state and local govern-ments in p u b l i c h ea l th issues."Any l e g i s l a t i v e body, when i t
den1 1- t h a t , has an awesome amount ofau thor i ty , " Donovan sa id .

A I b m t f i l i n v e s t i g a t i o n w o u l d n i v e
i n m r n t * M i > n c r s s u b p o e n a m i l l i o n

I V f o r i i r t l l w t i i i ) 1 . i n l o u i u l i u i i ,\ V i i n r i M - i could I n -
B l l ; I t ' o i l l p c l l r d I n I

during p u b l i c proceedings.Donovan l i v e s in H e l e n a andworks lor a C a l i f o r n i a - b a s e d lawf i r m . Me said he is not being paid buthas o f f e r e d h i m s e l f to the county as
an i n f o r m a l ion source.

W h i l e a l a w s u i t against Grace ha s
been sugge s t ed as a p o s s i b l e source
of f u n d i n g for a community medi ca lt r u s t f o r p e o p l e with a s b e s t o s -r e la t eddiseases, Commissioner RitaWindom said Wednesday i t ' s prema-ture to discuss legal action."What we're t a l k i n g about is ani n v e s t i g a t i o n - a f o r m a l i n v e s t i g a -t i o n , " s h e said. " W e ' r e l o o k i n g t o
f i n d (he fact s ."

I he c ommuni ty has been hurl by
i i - . b e s i o s c o n t a m i n a t i o n a s s m - i u l c d
w i t h ( i r a c e ' s f o r m c i v r m i i m l i l c mine
m i d i s i n need o l u ' l i e l . W ' l m i o m sa id .
( o i i t i l y government !•> commuted to

t a k i n g action to h e l p , but needs inputon what it shou ld do. she said.M a n y in the crowd of about 100
p e o p l e gathered a t t h e I ' o n d e r o s a
K o o m u ( L i b b y C i t y M a l l expre s s ed
s u p p o r t f o r t h e c o u n t y ' s p l a n t o con-
d u c t a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n S e v e r a l s p o k eout on the need for f u n d i n g tor com-m u n i t y h e a l t h care and for money toh e l p c l ean up asbestos contaminat ionon private property.Asbestos victims advocate GaylaBene f i e l d said her only concern isthat the county not take action that
x v o u l d c o m p r o m i s e t h e r i g h t s o f peo-
p l e t o bring t h e i r o w n l a w s u i t saga in s t ( i r a c e

"We want to srr t l i m r r i g h t s pro-
t e c t e d , " she sa id

u p a l l a s b e s t o s c on tami-
See P u b l i c m e e t i n g on Page 6



Publ i c meet ing-
Continued f rom Page 1nation in the community should bea pr ior i ty, Rob Orr said.Orr s u f f e r s f r o m a s b e s t o s i s andsaid he would g l a d l y give his life toensure that his ch i ldren would growup without e x p o s u r e to a s b e s t o s .T h e community c a n ' t re ly o n W.R.Grace to bail it out, he said."The cold hard f a c t s are, w e ' v egot to clean it up or i t ' s not going,to get cleaned up," he said.Assistance is needed in removinga s b e s t o s - c o n t a i n i n g v e r m i c u l i t ei n s u l a t i o n f r o m area homes, Orrsaid."If you come to L i b b y to buy ahome, w h a t ' s t h e f i r s t q u e s t i o ny o u ' r e g o i n g t o ask?" O r r said."What kind of i n s u l a t i o n is in it?"The county has e s t a b l i s h e d a vol-untary regis try for homes and busi-nesses containing vermiculite insu-lation. About 160 have been regis-tered so far , county sanitarian RonAnderson said." P e o p l e who are i n t e r e s t e d inmoving to Libby are going to wantto know if there's an asbestos pres-ence here," Anderson said.A s u b c o m m i t t e e o f L i b b y ' s

A t t o r n e y Mike Donovan, who sp e-c i a l i z e s in r e p r e s e n t i n g s t a t e andlocal governments in p u b l i c h e a l t hissues, is adv i s ing the commission-ers.
C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p f o rasbestos issues is working on ana l t e rna t iv e to a f r e e medical p l a no f f e r e d by W.R. Grace to p e o p l ewith a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d d i s e a s e s .

About 90 p e o p l e have signed up forthe Grace p lan , which has been crit-icized on the grounds that it doesn'tadequa t e ly meet long-term heal th-care needs a n d that i t ' s e l i g i b i l i t ycriteria are too restrictive.A medi ca l trus t has been pro-posed as a source of f u n d i n g for thealternative heal th plan. It has beenes t imated that $500 m i l l i o n couldbe needed over the next 30 to 40years, said Rick P a l a g i , chief exec-utive o f f i c e r o f S t . J o h n ' s LutheranH o s p i t a l ." T h a t ' s a l o t o f money, e spe-c i a l l y when you realize my hospi-tal operate s on a budge t of around$10 m i l l i o n per year," he said.W.R. Grace shou ld be the pri-mary source o f f u n d i n g f o r amedica l t ru s t , P a l a g i said.A c c o r d i n g t o c o u n t y h e a l t ho f f i c e r Dr. Brad B l a c k , 184 peo-ple in the communi ty have beenc o n f i r m e d to b e s u f f e r i n g f r o ma s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d d i s e a s e s as aresult of recent h e a l t h screenings.The m a j o r i t y o f t h o s e ar e n ewcases in a d d i t i o n to the c l o s e to300 p e o p l e who had p r e v i o u s l ybeen d iagno s ed , Black said.

Of the 184, 128 did not workfor W.R. Grace or have immedi-ate f a m i l y members who workedf o r Grace. A t t h a t ra t e , L i b b yc o u l d end up w i t h 300 to 400cases of a sbe s to s-re la ted diseasef r o m non-occupat ional exposureby the time the screening and f o l -l o w u p program is f i n i s h e d , Blacksaid.The county needs to addre s s av a r i e t y o f i s s u e s , i n c l u d i n gheal thcare , asbestos removal andeconomic impac t s associated withnegative p u b l i c i t y about asbestosc o n t a m i n a t i o n , W i n d p m sa id .T h e r e i sn ' t time t o take them oneat a time, she said."We need to be working d i l i -g e n t l y t o s e e tha t a l l o f t h e s ei s sues are a d d r e s s e d s i m u l t a n e -ously," she said.T h e c o m m i s s i o n e r s p l a n t od r a f t a r e s o l u t i o n to e s t a b l i s h ad i r e c t i o n f o r the ir i n v e s t i g a t i o n .The d r a f t r e s o lu t i on w i l l be pub-l i s h e d and c o m m e n t s w i l l b et ak en b e f o r e o f f i c i a l a c t i o n i staken, p r o b a b l y at the commis-sioners' J a n . 31 meeting, W i n d o msaid.



Asbestos ActionCrismore billseeks j u d g eto hear cases
By ROGER MORRISWestern News PublisherThe state Legi s la ture will be considering a bi l l toadd a second district court j u d g e in Lincoln Countyto hear a backlog of asbestos-related civil suits f i l e dagainst W.R. Grace.The bill is proposed by S t a t e Sen. Bill Crismoreof Libby and supported by Republican legi s lat iveleaders.The temporary j u d g e would hear only the civilsuits f i l e d against Grace. About SO suits are pend-ing in district court and the number could grow sig-n i f i c a n t l y as more Libby area residents are identi-f i ed through public health screenings as having anasbestos-related disease.About 2-3 cases are being heard a year."This j u d g e would do nothing but the asbestoscases and would probably, most of the time, be inMissoula," Crismore said. "That could changedepend ing on where a court room was available."Crismore said he has the support of j u d g e s andattorneys on both sides of the issue. AndRepublican leaders of the state house and senatehave indicated support for the proposed bi l l ."So it has the support of both sides p l u s the sup-port of the jud i c ia l system from our district courton up," the senator said."1 made a commitment about f our months agothat 1 was going to work on this and I've hadtremendous help and support," Crismore said. "Thebi l l would set precedent in he lp ing compensate vic-tims of an environmental error."Crismore still f a c e s the hurdle of f i n d i n g f u n d i n gfor the proposal. It is estimated to costs $500,000for the first two years."That's the real challenge," Crismore continued."Passing t h e bill i s n ' t a challenge, i t ' s f i n d i n g t h efunding."The Libby l eg i s la tor is pursuing several d i f f e r e n toptions and has talked with U.S. Senator MaxBaucus and U.S. Sen. Conrad Burns about f i n d i n gfederal grants. Crismore is also going to dicussoptions with the Environmental Protection Agency,who has been conducting cleanups and investiga-tions in the Libby area for the past year.Another option may be a piece of the tobaccosettlement money, Crismore said. He noted that ahigh percentage of the asbestos victims were smok-ers and medical reports have shown that smokings igni f i cant ly increases the likelihood of deve lopingan asbestos-related disease."There are a lot of opt ions out there," Crismoresaid.He said State Rep. Aubyn Curtiss has signed on

See Second j u d g e on Page 6
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Second j u d g e — —
Continued from Page 1to the bill and is wi l l ing to carry itin the house. Libby Rep. EileenCarney has also said she will sup-port the bill.The proposal had not been des-ignated a senate bill number as ofThursday morning but is id en t i f i edasLC-0875.01More than 120 individualcaseshave been f i l e d against Grace indistrict court in Libby. While othercases, including class action suits,have been f i l e d across the country.



/ i ^ A S K E P A ! !% ^lj; Questions and Answersabout Asbe s to s and EPA's Inve s t iga t i on
Q: I part i c ipated in the medical tes t ing program. If I did not get at e l ephone call shortly f o l l o w i n g my medical t e s t ing in f orming me ofany abnormalities, does that mean that my test s were comple t e lynormal?
A: No. not necessarily. It is po s s i b l e that you will be informed of an abnormality on

your chest x-ray or lung function tests in the letter ATSDR will send you. Sometest participants were not i f i ed of an abnormality by telephone immediatelyf o l l o w i n g their examination. These calls were made when the abnormality was
found to require an immediate evaluation by a physician. Abnormalit ies which
did not require immediate medical attention, or were iden t i f i ed by physicians inlater reviews will be reported to participants by mail. The letters no t i fy ing
partic ipants of their test results are being sent as the reviews of the x-rays are
completed by all reviewing physicians.

00 (



EDO pursues
"brownfields"
EPA funding

BY BRENT S H R U MWestern News ReporterThe Lincoln County Economic DevelopmentCouncil is seeking a $200,000 grant from theEnvironmental Protection Agency aimed at the rede-velopment of contaminated sites.The grant is part of EPA's "brownfields*' program.A brownfield is a site that has actual or perceived cont-amination and an active potential for redevelopment orreuse.The EDC plans to use nearly half of the $200,000 toiden t i fy and assess brownfields in the Libby-Troy areaand make recommendations for redevelopment.Another portion of the money would be used to studythe economic impact of recent negative publicity aboutasbestos contamination associated with the formerW.R. Grace vermiculite mine.The EDC's grant application budgets $96,000 forenvironmental assessment, $45,000 for economicassessment, $19,000 for community outreach and$40,000 for project management.The assessment of possibly contaminated siteswould not focus on former Grace properties but wouldlook at other locations such as mill, railroad and land-fill sites. The former Champion mill complex next toLibby City Hall and the former Troy municipal l a n d f i l lsite have been identi f ied as likely candidates for suc-cessful cleanup and reuse.The information gathered would help id en t i fy sitesthat could be used by businesses looking to relocate tosouthern Lincoln County. According to information hithe grant application, the assessment would assist inthe recruitment of two businesses currently consideringa move to Libby or Troy and six to 10 businessesexpected to be recruited with the help of incentiveso f f e r e d by the Libby Area Development Co."With the recent aggressive economic promotion ofLincoln County, numerous companies have expressedan interest in researching opportunities in this area,"the EDC notes in the grant application. "However, the:availability and e f f e c t i v e identification of suitable landhas complicated e f f e c t i v e economic promotion.Consequently, there is an unmistakable need to
See EPA grant on Page 5

irtNA

t;
EPA grant

- Continued from Page 1~ determine which sites are usable or-Lifran be remediated for develop-'- ment. With the history of environ-mental contamination hi this area,"*• the risks are considerable for com-" panies looking to develop land.";*̂-y Another component qf-,the ;
1pro-£Mj«e t?W)Mfldr<bBrto studsg economicimpacts: f rom negative • publ i c i ty,, about asbestos contamination in the~ Libby area. An economic develop-- ment consul t ing f i r m would be^contracted to research the issue.The $19,000 budgeted for com-munity outreach would be used to- provide information to the commu-nity and gather public input.



Public hearing set on suing Grace

.
66A lot

dependson what
we hear
from thepublic. 99

Rita WindomCommissioner

Lincoln County Commissionerswill hold a public hearing at 7 p.m.Wednesday, Jan. 17, at thePonderosa Room at Libby City Hallto discuss a possible lawsuit againstW.R. Grace that could be used toset up a public health care trust.The county has invited severalattorneys experienced in publichealth issues to the hearing. Somepreliminary discussions on legaloptions have taken place but moreinformation will be availableWednesday evening, CommissionerRita Windom said."A lot depends on what we hear.

from the public and what we actual-ly hear from the lawyers at thismeeting," she said.Topic s to be discussed include:• The impacts of asbestos to thecounty.• The option for the county gov-ernment to take no action.• The possible enactment of acounty health ordinance addressingthe abatement of hazardous sub-stances.• The potential creation andfunding of a public trust to providehealth care for county residentsimpacted by asbestos.

• The possible options for fund-ing any county response to theseissues.Enacting an ordinance addressingasbestos contamination from theformer W.R. Grace vermiculitemine could lay the groundwork fora lawsuit against Grace, Windomsaid. A successful suit could pro-vide funding for a public healthtrust.A subcommittee of the LibbyCommunity Advisory Group isworking on a health plan aimed at
See Public hearing on Page 5 Grace mill f a c i l i t y at mine site.
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To the E d i t o r
Community fa c e s opportuni ty to stand and be heard on asbesto; issues
To the Editor:As I write this letter, my handshakes and my heart races. Am 1 re-al ly going to confess p u b l i c l y aboutthe disease I contracted when I wasan adventurous young teenager run-ning around the p laying f i e l d s andattending school in Libby?That was almost 50 years ago,long before "safe sex" was popular.1 understand many of my childhoodfr i end s and classmates are nowlearning they also have this disease.Some already have died, far tooyoung.I am f o l d by medical profession-als that nothing can be done. Someprocedures will extend longevity,but not the qual i ty of my l i f e , andthe disease is terminal. It wi l l even- ,J

t u a l l y k i l l me unless s o r o e t h i n g ' e l s edoes f i r s t . P e n i c i l l i n , antibiot ic s ,DNA studies and computer models- nothing can reverse this k i l l e r .N o t h i n g at a l l .I am speaking of asbestosis. Ihave it, and as we know, many ofyou in L i n c o l n County have it.N o w , some p e o p l e have told me tojus t accept it, and honestly, I havefound that very few really care ex-cept those who have the disease.Oh, our U . S . Senators brought inmoney to h e lp the economic situa-tion caused by the resulting negativep u b l i c i t y , but the money is nothingmore than "chump change" com-pared with what we have lost in

property values.And now our 30- and 35-year-oldcitizens are being told that they toohave this dreaded disease, broughthome perhaps by their fathers.Imagine, their very own fathers sub-j e c t ing their children to a diseasethat can eventually kill.Bulletin - this jus t in: Asbestos-related disease is not a venereal dis-ease. It is not something to beashamed of.Until just recently, none of us re-alized just how deadly this terribledisease is, or how many of ourfriends and neighbors have been ex-posed to tremolite. At one time as-bestosis was thought by some as anoccupational disease, similar to the >
have s u f f e r e d . No one thought thatif you had never worked at the W.R.Grace mine you would be at risk ofacquiring asbestosis - at least itnever occurred to me that I was atrisk. And, of course, no one at W.R.Grace said a word about it.But surely no American companywould knowingly expose so manypeop l e to a k i l l er disease for thesake of its c o m p a n y ' s bottom line.S u r e l y not And surely, when acompany became aware that the ma-terial it was mining and processingcould lead to lung, heart or organdisease it would te l l its f a i t h f u l ,trusting employees to protect them-selves and their f ami l i e s . Surely any

large American business wouldshow a human side and warn ofsuch a danger. But as we have seen,in the case of W.R. Grace, I'mafraid no such human side wasshown to us.I'm mad a s hell and I won ' t takeit any longer. To hell with, "You'vegot to learn how to deal with it,",and 'Take some stress managementprograms, sit back and let the gov-ernment take care of it. The countycommissioners are involved now."No. No. No! I want to write toevery media outlet in America, andprobably will. I want to shout,"Don't l e t 'em snow you. Wake up!Get up and f i g h t , if not for yours e l f ,then for the asbestos victims who:.Suteiy .ate coming.behind us." •My only, "sin" in contracting thisdisease was being born in Libby andloving this beautiful place. That iswhy I returned to Libby a f t e r 20years of military service - to be nearmy f a m i l y and friends, and thesemountains and our clear runningstreams mat te l l me every day that Iam alive and that I want to continueto live and watch the snow comeand go, and the streams fill, and thesummers come and go, and all theseasons change.Now, we as a community haveone opportunity to stand and beheard. A Cal i fornia law f irm is hereto see about representing LincolnCounty in a suit to force W.R.

Grace to finance a halth clinic. «>Open meetings to ddde on a direc- -'tion are scheduled, have heard the :v;

f igure of $50 mi l l i o i t o fund the 7proje c t . These do l la i might last f i v e ' ,or ten years, but aft< that, the vie-, } (Stuns who come behid us will once,;,again have to try to use funding. •'<W.R. Grace will jobably be arK^r1,cient history by therand old news,which we all know i no news at all.And yet asbestosis vJl continue tobe a health problemiere for perhaps 'another 50 years. Air the attorneys ,fee s are deducted fan the settle-ment or judgment , JO mil l ion doesnot seem to me to b s u f f i c i e n t ;fund ing for both thextent and seri-ousness of our locahealth problemsand the outrageous scoooern W Jt- -••Grace has shown fohuman l i f e .We have an oppcuni ty to beheard. One more chnce to in f luenceour elected o f F i c i a l s o f i g h t a more ;meaningful f i g h t foiis. There is acounty commissions meeting ., (v,scheduled for Jan. 1 and Jan. 31.This meeting ju s t right be our f inalopportunity to make statement in .the defense of thosamong us whoare innocent victinuof a terminaldisease, and against bottom-line 'policy by a major American corpo-ration. We need to b at this meet-ing. After al l , who ' i l l he lp us i f we.are not even interest in he lp ing • ;ourselves? Jim Racicot

W.R. Grace ' s answer to c o m m u n i t y ' s healthcare requests prety clear;
To the Editor:By 1935, it was known that as-bestos caused lung disease. By 1956,the Sta t e of Montana knew that themine in Libby had a serious asbestosproblem. The State of Montana's oc-cupational health agency asked thate f f o r t s be made to reduce the hazardto the workers. These requests con-tinued for many years that f o l l o w e d .S t e p s were taken to reduce the as-bestos l eve l s in the workplace, obvi-ously those s teps were highly inade-quate.1 It is hard to believe thai a statehealth official could go to thatmine'mill site and not see the plumeof dust coming out of the dry mill. Itis also hard to bel ieve that it neveroccurred to these health o f f i c i a l s thatmaybe this asbestos dust might begoing to the entire population in thearea. Hundreds of tons of asbestosdust were spewing from thai moun-tain each year and the statt had, evi-d e n t l y , no concern for the surround-
ing p o p u l a t i o n s .E v i d e n t l y , at seme pan: the f ed er-al govemnen: cane to ±e realiza-tion that asbe&os is oeadr* toxic.OSHA began towering the Permissi-ble Exposure Level (PEL; is the oc-cupational setting, (exposure ievelsa l l owed over an S-hour »ock day).In occupational senrgv opticalmicroscopes are used so do Sbercounts, with the size bcait besnglonger than 5 micros c lecgsh, andmeasured per cubo: entaanu of air( f i b e r s / c c ) . For cecparace* 4>e typ i -cal sugar cube wouid:over 3 cubic cenrisxsen <3cc>1971, OSHA set an oPermissible Exposure L«d of ilOf i b e r s / c c . In 1972, this lewd mm re-duced to 5.0 fibers cc- By 1976, tbePermissible Exposure Lo*i «as re-duced to 2 f ibcrvcc In 19S6. to oc-cupational Permissibie

Level was reduced to 0.2 f ibers/cc .T o d a y ' s Permissible Exposure Levelin an occupational setting is set byOSHA at 0.1 f iber s/cc .In December 1975, during a rainyperiod, W.R. Grace sampled the airin downtown Libby, resulting inf i b e r counts ranging as high as 1.5f i b er s / c c . This means that the p eop l ewho lived in Libby at that time in1975, were exposed to 15 times thelevel of asbestos air po l lu t i on cur-rent ly al lowed by OSHA in the occu-pational setting. The resident, ex-posed to this level of air pol lut ion,would have inhaled over 20 mil l iontoxic asbestos f i b e r s in a 24-hour pe-riod.In 1980, Midwest Research Insti-tute, commissioned by the Environ-mental Protection Agency (EPA),came up with an optical count of .5f i b er s / c c , outside L i b b y , during atime in October wtten it had beenraining. Thi s October 1980 countwas a f t e r the new wet mi l l was inoperation, which came on line in themid 1970' s . W h i l e data i s l i m i t e d , i tis s a f e to say that these were not iso-lated instances and that during dryweather times and periods of inver-sions over L i l j b y , asbestos f i b ercounts could have been much higher.W.R. Grace ceased operations in1990. This would highly suggest thatEPA as well as the Sta t e of Montana,not to mention W.R. Grace, had noconcern for the sa f e ty of the popula-tions of Lincoln County, Montana.Maybe the p e op l e of Lincoln Countyshould let government off the hookand jus t say "you guys shouldn'thave been s leeping on the job."W.R, Grace did wtszt industrydoes - make a p r o f i t and get awaywith as much as you can. This iswhy we have government agenciessuch as the EPA, Montana Depart-ment of Environmental Quality, and

Montana Department of H e a l t h andEnvironmental Sciences, to overseeindustry and to make sure what hap-pened here, doesn't happen. Thesegovernment agencies are entrusted. by the people, so that we don't haveto walk around with microscopes,testing the air we breathe.Our governments have gros s lyf a i l e d us, and what do we get? Weget to live with diseases and death,and we get to listen to governmentsay, "don't come to us for your long-term health needs." Does W.R.Grace really care about our health orhealth care? Their contribution in theform of asbestos has made the an-swer pretty clear.We are a populat ion that havebeen exposed, without choice, to atoxic substance that wiH bring uscancer, di sabi l i ty, s u f f o c a t i o n anddeath. If government has any dignityor compassion, the p e o p l e of LincolnCounty, Montana will be compensat-ed with the f ines t , full medical cov-erage, that is honored, where we maychoose to seek treatment. We willalso be compensated with the dil i-gent research effort that is needed tof ind the answers to curing the dis-eases that we are faced with.We will be provided with recla-mation e f f o r t s that will provide a

clean environment Ir our future. . .The peop l e will be rovided educa-tional programs thawill teach usabout the toxicity otremolite as-bestos and what pai exposure meansto our health. Educdon that mighta f f o r d us the opponnity to make in-formed decisions irregard to our ''\'lhealth care. We wilbe providedwith air quality moitoring on aweekly basis, whiclwill inform usof asbestos f iber cents for all size;"fibers. ...>•The peop l e of Liby and Liricoln-County have the ript to know. Thisenvironmental disaer has impacted-our health, our ecoomy and manyof us will have bee robbed of our \golden years. We wre given no •choice. •F i n a l l y , the peop of LincolnCounty are encour?ed by the new ,.faces of the EPA ad ATSDR, PaulPeronard and crewwho have pre- "sented themselves ith sincerity andhear t f e l t concern. \e f e e l that if pro-vided with the meas, these f o l k swill do what is rig] for the p e op l e .and our environmet. Our federal ;government s p e n d s b i l l i o n s of tax .•dollars on smart bmbs, in the nameof keeping Americns out of harm'sway, we too are Aiericans.Cl in ton Maynard
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ASK EPA! !Questions and Answersabout Asbestos and EPA's Invest igation
Q: I've heard that Libby may get an EPA grant for economicredevelopment. Does EPA do economic development?

A: In mid-January, the City of Libby will submit an appl i cat ion for a Brownfields Assessment
Pilot Grant. Thi s competitive grant process awards $200,000 grants to states, cities andother po l i t i ca l subdivisions, such as universities, to assess "Brownfields" sites foreconomic redevelopment potential. The link to EPA is that a significant portion of themoney is used for environmental assessment. The money can not be used for cleanup norfor construction.
A Brownfield site is d e f in ed as a site or portion of a site, that has actual or perceivedcontamination and an active potential for redevelopment or reuse. Often these sites are notdeveloped or reused because potential developers fear of environmental contamination.
The appl i cat ion proposes that the grant be managed by the Lincoln County EconomicDevelopment Council. Proposed activities include environmentally assessing sites in theLibby/Troy area for contamination and choosing several sites in the Libby/Troy area forcontamination and choosing several sites for redevelopment. The proposal also includes asuggestion by the Community Advisory Group to do an economic impact assessment todetermine what the economic impact of the asbestos crisis has been on the economy of-Libby.

For more information call:
Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150 x241



J u d g e rules in favor of mediation
EPA t o l d to neogtiatewith Grace for access

A f e d e r a l j u d g e in M i s s o u l a hasordered the Environmental ProtectionAgency and W.R. Grace to work out theirproblems in media t ion.At issue is EPA access to Grace's for-mer v e r m i c u l i t e mine property nearLibby."We have to all come together beforethe end of the month or it comes back tothe court," said local Grace representativeA l a n Stringer.

Grace has sought mediation all along,Stringer said.The EPA sued Grace last f a l l a f t erGrace locked the agency out of formercompany property now owned byKootenai Development Corporation.Grace's action came it bought a control-l ing interest in KDC.Attorneys for Grace and the EPAargued their points hi court during a two-hour hearing on Dec. 20.EPA is seeking access to propertyGrace sold to KDC af t er Grace's vermi-cu l i t e mine closed in 1990.KDC owns the mine site i t s e l f as wellas property adjacent to and across the

river from the former screening plant siteat the mouth of Rainy Creek. A f t e r ini-t ia l ly barring EPA from the proper tycomple t e ly , Grace granted access to theKDC properties for investigative purpos-es only.Access for the investigation was grant-ed only a f t e r EPA informed Grace that itwas f i l i n g an a p p l i c a t i o n for a warrant,said EPA on-scene coordinator PaulPeronard.EPA also seeks to conduct cleanupoperations on the riverfront propert i e sand to use the mine site to d i spo s e of
See Acces s F i l l i n g on Page 5

Acces s
Continued f rom Page 1a s b e s t o s - c o n t a m i n a t e d m a t e r i a l sexcavated f r o m the former screen-i n g p l a n t l o c a t i o n . T h e a sbe s to soccurred as a contaminant in the
vermicul i te ore.Grace ha s l i t t l e basis t o denyaccess for an i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,Peronard said. But access standardsfor c l e a n u p opera t i on s are higher,and EPA must show that hazardousmaterials are present and that theyare a threat to p u b l i c s a f e t y , he said.A c c o r d i n g to S t r i n g e r , the com-pany refused access to the mine sitef or d i s p o s a l p u r p o s e s because o fconcerns about a s p h a l t and other

contaminants that could be in thematerial s excavated f r o m the f or-
mer screening f a c i l i t y .W i t h work on hold for the winter,EPA has s t o c k p i l e d 50,000 cubicy a r d s of ex cavated soil at thescreening plant. T h e cost ' o f trans-porting the contaminated soil out ofthe area for di sposal has been esti-mated at $4.5 million.An EPA contractor is conductingthe cleanup of the former screeningplant . The agency wil l at tempt torecover costs from Grace a f t e r the
cleanup is f ini shed.At the f o r m e r expor t p l a n t inLibby, now the site o f th e c i ty ' s

industrial park, a contractor work-ing for Grace conducted .the c l ea jnupunder the order from EPA. Materialremoved from -the export plant sitehas been d e p o s i t e d at the former
mine.



Decision p e n d i n g on EPA's mine access suit
A d i s p u t e between the EnvironmentalProtection Agency and W.R. Grace over"access to its former vermiculite mine prop-erty near Libby is in the hands of a f ederalj u d g e in Missoula.The EPA sued Grace last fall a f t e r Gracelocked the agency out of former companynroperty now owned by Kootenaielopment Corporation. G r a c e ' s actionsa f t e r the company bought a control-

l ing interest in KDC.Attorneys for Grace and the EPA arguedtheir points in f ederal court in Missoula onDec. 20. The hearing lasted about twohours, and the parties are awaiting a rulingfrom the j u d g e ."We f igur e we'll get some sort of deci-sion here shortly, but we haven't heardanything from the judge," said Denver-based EPA on-scene coordinator Paul

Peronard.At issue is EPA's access to propertyGrace sold to KDC a f t e r Grace's vermi-cul i te mine closed in 1990.KDC owns to mine site i t s e l f as well asproperty adjacent to and across the riverfrom the former screening plant site at themouth of Rainy Creek. After in i t i a l ly bar-ring EPA from the property comple t e ly ,Grace granted access to the KDC propertie s

for investigative purposes only.Access for the investigation was grantedonly a f t e r EPA informed Grace that it wasf i l i n g an app l i ca t i on for a warrant,Peronard said.EPA also seeks to conduct cleanup oper-ations on the riverfront properties and touse the mine site to dispose of asbestos-
See EPA on Page 8

EPA
Continued from Page 1contaminated materials excavatedfrom die former screening plant loca-tion. The asbestos occurred as a cont-aminant in the vermiculite ore.^ race has little basis to deny accessinvestigation, Peronard said.^access standards for cleanup oper-ations are higher, and EPA must showthat hazardous materials are present

and that they are a threat to publicsa fe ty, he said.The matter will l ikely be resolvedin court, Peronard said.According to a spokesman forGrace, the company has refused ac-cess to the mine she for disposal pur-poses because of concerns about as-phalt and other contaminants thatcould be in the materials excavated

from the former screening fac i l i ty.With work on hold for the winter,EPA has stockpiled 50,000 cubicyards of excavated soil at the screen-ing plant The cost of transporting thecontaminated soil out of the area fordisposal has been estimated at $4.5million.An EPA contractor is conductingthe cleanup of the former screening

plant The agency will attempt to re-cover costs from Grace af t er thecleanup is f inished.At tiie former export plant in Libby,now the she of the city's industrialpark, a contractor working fot Graceis conducting the cleanup under thescope of an order from EPA. Materialremoved from the export plant site hasbeen deposited at the former mine.



Cwunty
schedules
hearings
Meetings scheduled
on Grace suit, clinic

The Lincoln County Commissioners areplanning two public hearings later thismonth to discuss a possible lawsuit againstW.R. Grace and a proposal to a p p l y for af ed era l ly- funded clinic to provide low-costcommunity health care.The county had init ially planned to com-bine both hearings on Jan. 17, but anincrease in the number of p eop l e expectedto par t i c ipa t e inthe c l inic discus-sion led to a sec-ond hearing beings chedul ed .The meeting onthe po s s ib l e law-suit is planned for7 p.m.W e d n e s d a y , J a n .17, i n l h cPondcrosa Roomat Libby C i t yH a l l .The meeting onthe health clinicwill be held at 7p.m. Wednesday,Jan. 31, also in thePondero sa Room.P l a n s Cor a pub-lic m e e t i n g on a
p o s s i b l e l aw su i t *against Grace were d e v e l o p e d a f t e r thecounty commissioners and county attorneymet with aitorneys last month to discusslegal strategies for f u n d i n g a medical trustto fund health care for area residents withasbestos-related diseases. A lawsuit againstW.R. Grace, which owned the mine thatproduced asbestos-tainted vermiculite, is apo s s i b i l i ty ."Lincoln County is looking at an ordi-nance that would declare t r e m o l f t e asbestosa p u b l i c nuisance, and the manufacturers ofproduct s containing tremol i t e asbestoscould be held accountable for remediationof physical consequences," CommissionerRita Window, said.A subcommittee of the LibbyCommunity Advisory Group is working ona health plan aimed at remedying per-ceived deficiencies in a free plan o f f e r e dby W.R. Grace, but a source of money forthe trust has not been secured.

See County hearings on Page 8

i iLincoln
County is
looking
at an
ordinance
that would
declare
tremoliteasbestos a
public
nui sance . f f

Rita W i n d o m ,Commis s ioner
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Mhc W e s t e r n News. Libbv. M T . . F r i d a y . J a n u a r y 5,2001

G e t t i n g Invo lv ed
If January 2001 is an indicat ion of the year to come,

brace y o u r s e l f .Based on the important meetings scheduled during thenext few weeks, civic involvement could become an oc-c u p a t i o n for many p e o p l e . The important thing i s forp e o p l e , l o t s of p e o p l e , to become involved.H e r e ' s a rundown o f w h a t ' s coming:On Monday, Jan. 8, the Libby Board of ad ju s tment sA d j u s t m e n t s w i l l be once again look ing at a variance fora zoning change to a l l ow Kootenai Paving to locate ana spha l t p lan t on property near city hall owned by MayorT o n y Berget and his f a m i l y . That meeting is at city hallat 7 p.m.On Saturday, Jan. 13, the F i s h , W i l d l i f e and Parks wil lbe taking p u b l i c comments on proposed hunting regula-t ions for the 2001-2002 hunting seasons. The big changepropo s ed is a return of whitetail doe hunting to mostd i s t r i c t s in the northwest part of the state. That meetingis at the West Coast H o t e l , f o rmer ly C a v a n a u g h ' s , inK a l i s p e l l at 10 a.rri.On J a n . 17, Linco ln County Commissioners wi l l holda p u b l i c meeting at 7 p.m. in the Ponderosa Room todi scus s suing W.R. Grace to h e l p es tabli sh a communitymedical trust. I've been throwing around the f igure s $50m i l l i o n a s needed t o start t h e trust. I ' m told i t ' s . m o r el i k e $500 m i l l i o n .The Libby Area Development Corporation meets Jan.29 at 7 p.m. in the Ponderosa Room to begin reviewingp r o p o s a l s for f u n d i n g p r o j e c t s and programs in theL i b b y - T r o y area. LADC is making recommendations topass a l ong to the city council on how to best use the$8.5 m i l l i o n in economic deve lopment money we re-ceived from the f e d e r a l government.The county commissioners have another pub l i c meet-ing s cheduled Jan. 31 to discuss a p p l y i n g for a f edera l-l y - f u n d e d c l inic to provide low-cost community healthcare. There's several scenarios how this could work inconjunct ion with St. John' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l or sepa-rately. The idea surfaced from the Citizens AdvisoryGroup meetings deal ing with asbestos-related matters. Asurvey indicate s community residents are med i ca l ly un-derserved because of the lack of health insurance andother economic conditions.in a d d i t i o n to the meetings, there is a Jan. 16 deadl inefor p e o p l e or group s with s tanding to f i l e a f inal proteston th e Inter i or C o l u m b i a Basin Ecological ManagementPiaa. T h e r e is 2. Jan 22. d e a d l i n e to comment on the
a proposed land exchange between
Waf Ae t*$FS Fers-5* S e r > ice d e a l -•*»«& yrrytfKf"' i.>:r*.£ 3_... 1..-_«.:. :he I d a h o boarder

.tjj-.nz a f e d e r a l court deci s ion on the:-.? \'; >-.: a g a i n s t Grace seeking access to the former-. ne s i t e so f e d e r a l agency contractors can complete thec l e a n u p o f th e companies c o m p a n y ' s former screeningp l a n t at the mouth of Rainy Creek.T h e n , too, we have a new Legi s lature meeting with anew governor in o f f i c e and we have a new presidentcoming to o f f i c e with an evenly divided congress al-ready in place.
There are also a myriad of community meetings goingon d ea l ing with f e s t i v a l s , cultural centers, swimmingp o o l s , museums, and much more.
If nothing else, it could be interesting. I s trongly sug-gest p e o p l e get involved or forever hold their tongue.. -Roser Morris



A S K E P A ! !Questions and Answersabout Asbe s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Q: Is ATSDR's mortality s tudy related to the medical screening?0

f t A: No. The Medical Screening and the M o r t a l i t y Study are two d i f f e r e n t things.v*
The Medical Screening was designed to check Libby residents for evidence of lung
disease. Over 6,000 p e o p l e were screened and ATSDR has begun to send out the
results to those p e o p l e who par t i c ipa t ed in the program.
The M o r t a l i t y S t u d y is a review of death c e r t i f i ca t e s f rom 1979 to 1998 to determine
underlying causes of death for residents of the Libby area. The review was conductedto compare death rates for residents of the Libby area with those in Montana and in the
United Sta t e s for selected diseases associated with exposure to asbestos.

**J The Morta l i ty S t u d y showed that deaths from asbestosis were approx imat e ly 40-60times higher that expected. Deaths from mesothelioma, a rare type of cancer, also-appeared to be higher than expected. The number of deaths over that time period from1Ur
other causes, including lung cancer and diges t ive cancer, was lower than expec ted.
For more information, call:

Dan Strausbaugh, ATSDR Montana Representative at 293-2728 orSteve Dearwent, Mortal i ty Study Author at 404-639-0669



THE YEAR IN REVIEW
Residents lived with catastrophic f ire threat
EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the second partof a Review of the Year 2000 as reported inthe pages of The Western News. The firstpart appeared in the Wednesday, Dec. 27,newspaper.The controversial "rally" against govern-ment policies in the West was quickly for-r "sn during the second half of the year^ ) as M o n t a n a n ' s worried about increas-mgly volatile f ire conditions in the sur-rounding forests. July 5Rick M a e d j e has withdrawn as theRepublican candidate for county commis-sioner f o l l o w i n g a challenge from threeReform Party candidates on the groundsthat he does not meet residency require-ments. M a e d j e said he still believed he wasqualified but taking the matter to courtwould result in a long and expensive legalproceeding. J u l y 7Kootenai River f l o w s could remain at8,000 cubic-feet per second for the remain-der of the summer, but Lake Koocanusawill f i l l n o higher than 17 feet below f u l l"̂ L, As of July 5, Koocanusa was 29 feetL ^ ^ i w f u l l pool, and the latest stream fore-^&t is calling for below average f l o w s intothe reservoir. July 12Beyond a brief back up at the X-raymachine, local asbestos health screeningshave gone "great" in its f irs t f i v e days,according to federal o f f i c i a l s . Since begin-ning on Wednesday, July S, 133 peoplehave been examined.J u l y 14John Brown is the new mayor of Troy,the third mayor in eight months for the city.He replaces Rod Johnson, who served as

The Elk Bath picture taken Aug, 6 in the East F o r k of the Bitterroot River on the Sula FireComplex in southwest Montana came to be a de f in ing image of the Montana w i l d f i r e s , thedigital photo was taken by John McColgan of the Bureau of Land Management, Alaska FireService working with the Alaskan T y p e I Incident Management Team
mayor from 1994-1998 and was appointedin early December 1999 af t er BarbaraAnderson resigned. Johnson said he could-n't devote the amount of time needed to bemayor because of a ful l- t ime job working atthe Troy Mine. July 19the potential for w i ld f i r e is worryingo f f i c i a l s at the Kootenai National Forest.Fuel s are starting to cure out, said Charlie

Webster, the forest f ire management offi-cer. "It's changing rapidly out there,"Webster said. "We're on the edge now. It'llgo from green, where it won't burn, tobrown, where it ' l l bum really rapidly."J u l y 21The 24-18 Libby Loggers head to theAmerican Legion baseball district tourna-ment this week f o l l ow ing a pair of wins atBonners Ferry. Outf i e lder and pitcher K y l e

Volkers f inished the regular season with 21home runs, tying the state record.J u l y 26W.R. Grace is barring the EnvironmentalProtection Agency from the formerZonolite Mine site and other propertyowned by Kootenai Development Corp.f o l l o w i n g Grace's purchase of two-thirds ofKDC's stock. The company i s concernedwith personal injury l iab i l i ty issues andwith EPA's proposal . to return asbestos-contaminated materials to the mine site,said local Grace spokesman Alan Stringer.J u l y 28The number of Kootenai National Forestf i r e f i g h t e r s sent to combat blazes in otherareas has topped out as the local f ire dangerremains high. About 100 KNF employeesare currently on f ire duty elsewhere in thecountry, Aug. 2Sandra Honeychurch, a 22-year teacherat Libby Public Schools , has replacedJackie O'Brien as the new principal of AsaWood Elementary. O'Brien had beenapproved earlier this year f o l l o w i n g theretirement of Shirley Chase but asked to bereleased from her contract a f t e r marrying aman who has a home in Sandpoint. O'Brienhad most recently been the superintendentand principal of Trout Creek School.Aug. 4The streak of no f ire s on the KootenaiNational Forest ended Tuesday when a"very small" blaze drew f i r e f i g h t e r s on thewest side, according to Forest Service'bffi-cials. So far this season, the Kootenai hadbeen spared the f lames other fore s t s arebattling.
See Year in Review on Page s
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Year in Review -
Continued from Page .5 *Oct. 27Construction is planned tobegin next spring on a new seniorcitizens center in Troy with fund-ing to come from a $427,693, Community Development Block) Grant. The grant appl i ca t ion re-ceived the highest ranking of 15proposals submitted to the state.Commerce Department. Of those1 5 ' - p r o p o s a l s , the top 10 receivedfunding.''• X Nov. 1Seventy former Libby-area res-idents, about one for every 83tested hi Libby, went through thescreening for asbestos-related dis-eases in Elko, Nev., last .week,according to the Libby screeningcoordinator. The p e o p l e test-i Elko bring the total numberpeople part i c ipat ing in thescreening process to 5,912. Ap-pojntments in both areas totaled

•j Nov. 3j N i n e to 10 percent of the peo-plfc? from, a small sampling in theL$by asbestos medical screeningpipgram have been referred for

C E S I N T H E J N E W S

further evaluation, according to afedera l health o f f i c i a l . The sam-pl ing was based on available sta-tistics for 429 sets of x-rays ex-amined for lung abnormalities orpleural thickening — hardeningof the wall of the lung.Nov. 8A controversial zoning vari-ance that allowed an asphalt plantto set up on former mill propertyin city limits was granted improp-erly and should be set aside,Councilman Dan Stephens said ata Libby City Council meeting.Stephens said he discovered thevariance was not handled correct-ly af t er reviewing city code.Nov. 10Democratic candidate EileenCarney edged out RepublicanDon Lewis Tuesday in a tightrace to determine the Libbyarea's representative in the stateHouse of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ' s . Carneypicked up 1,495 votes to Lewis's1,365. Nov. 15The Kootenai Heritage Councilhas contracted a. consulting f i rmspecializing in the planning and

Eiken Carney Linda BeauHen A l R a n d a l l Marlene Palmqoist ' Max Banco* StndnHooeychiirch TonyBerget

relopment of arts' f a c i l i t i e s toconduct a f e a s i b i l i t y study of aproposal to turn Memorial Gyminto a cultural arts center. KHC isproposing a $2.4 million renova-tion that would transform,the oldgymnasium.into a 354-seat the-ater and 6,000-square-foot exhibi-tion hall. KHC has already re-ceived a $900,000 appropriat ionfrom the federal government aswell as nearly $100,000 in dona-tions. ,Nov. 17School district financial clerkMary Brooks recited the .bath ofo f f i c e on Tuesday. She replacedBill Olson, who retired hi Augustand has moved to Washington,state. Olson held the job for 19years. .Nov. 22Libby City Council voted Mon-day night to rescind a controver-sial zoning variance that allowedan asphalt plant within city limits.Council voted to send the issueback to the Board of Adjus tment saf t er Councilman Dan Stephensreported that a review of city

code indicated the procedure hadbeen handled improperly.' • ' • " • '. The once-charred Green Mead-ow. Manor has bee:n;- rebuilt intime for the Christmas season.Workers this^week are finishingthe apartment complex for e lderlyand people ;With disabilities. Agrand reopening is scheduled forSaturday, pecil.' ' Dec.1 • . ;•;• :U.S. Sen. Max Baucus pledgedthis week to pressure federalagencies to release statistics fromrecent health screenings andspeed up a plan to investigatearea homes for asbestos contami-nation: Close, to 7,000 peop l ewere screened for poss ible as-bestos-related lung diseases; Ac-cording to federal health o f f i c i a l s ,preliminary f indings indicate thataround 10 percent of thosescreened may be a f f e c t e d . Actualnumbers have not been releasedpubl ic ly. Dec. 6Lincoln County library director'Marlene Palmquist -has resigned

T h e L i n c o l n C o u n t y H e l p l i n ei sn' t ju s i for wo men.
Tens • Fanlltet

e f f e c t i v e Dec. 13, nearly a year..and a half a f t e r arriving in Libby.. Her position will be f i l l e d by re-tired Libby H i g h School librarian'Al Randall until a permanent di-rector is hired. Randall was headlibrarian at Libby H i g h Schoolfor 28 years and is notf schooldistrict grant writer..... ' ' • < • Dec. 8A terrorist bomb blast in Koso-vo on the day before Thanksgiv-ing missed its intended target butnearly ki l l ed L i b b y ' s police chief.Chief Clay Coker, who went toKosovo, in September on a one-year United Nations mission, waspa tro l l ing near the Serbian am-b a s s a d o r ' s house and wasknocked flat when the bombingoccurred. "It was kind of likegetting hit by .an invisible car,"Coker said. Dec. 13Libby Dam operators rampedup releases to f u l l powerhousedischarge by Monday morning inreaction to a level two poweremergency for the Pac i f i c North-west. The emergency was calledas a result of weather forecasts*calling for- bitter sharply coldertemperatures from an Arctic frontmoving through the region.Dec, 15Linda Beaulieu submitted herresignation Tuesday as the execu-tive director of the Libby AreaChamber of Commerce. She toldthe chamber board of directors

she would work through Dec. 31,citing a desire "to pursue otherendeavors" as the reason for re- ~sighing. Dec. 20.A recently completed study byt h e federal Agency f o r . ' T o x i cSubstances and Disease, Registryhas found the local death rate'from asbestosis to be 40 to 60times higher than state and na-tional averages. ATSDR Re-viewed local death certi f icates fora 20-year: period from 1979 to1998 and compared deaths fromvarious causes to state and na-tional averages to come up withratios of observed to expecteddeaths. . .Dec. 22A "normal" type of winter isstore for southern Lincoln Coun--jty, according to the National |Weather Service. The snow of ilate fall ~ 6 inches since Nov, 9 jand 3.5 inches on the ground, asof last Thursday - broke a long 1spell of relative dryness. Only 3.2 |inches of prec ipi tat ion had been |measured from May through Oc- |tober, compared to an 80-year av- i*erageof7.23. ' $Dec. 27: .-''• • |Al Randall is back in the li-J,brary, heading up the Lincoln |County Libraries system. The re-1tired Libby High School librarian iwas hired Dec. 19 to succeed |Marlene Palmquist as director of|1 the county system. Sfe '',
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The year 2000 began withdire predictions of massivetechnological breakdowns,which f a i l e d to evolve. InLincoln County, the news — allyear — was dominated by theasbestos contamination from theformer W.R. Grace vermiculitemine.Readers of The Western*'ews got a reprieve from theoestos news when a ral ly toprotest the Clinton administra-t ion' s agenda for publ i c lands inthe West evolved into an anti-government rally of sorts nearLibby.Here' s the major stories o fthe year from the pages of TheWestern News:Jan. 5A K a l i s p e l l man who con-fe s sed to bludgeoning an ex-gir l fr i end to death in July 1999near Libby was sentenced to 40years in prison. John Hannan,51, said lie was in a rage overthe t h e f t of $10,000 worth ofmarijuana when he hit 38-year-

old Katherine H a r d e s t y oh thehead with a handgun.Jan. 7M i l l owner J i m H u r s t ' o fEureka is hoping to send 10,000shovels to Elko, Nev., residentsangry over Fbrsst Service deci-sion not to rebuild a washed-outroad along the Jarb idge River.S h o v e l s wil l be collected at.Payne Machinery in Libby andat other locations around west-em Montana.Jan. 12Lincoln County is proposinga wait-and-see approach toreturning Memorial Gym to theLibby School District for use asa cultural arts center. CountyCommissioner Rita Windomhas suggested a binding buy-sellagreement that would return thegym to the school only if fund-ing for the pro jec t can be, ; ;•-secured.: .,, ,- -.; *X,: - '.'•'•• -' •'••
One of the two Las Vegasmen whose convictions for the1995 murder of Brian Carreiro,

during a trip to the Trego areawere overturned by theMontana Supreme Court hasentered a gu i l ty plea in federalcourt. Larry Pizzichie l lo hasp l eaded gu i l ty to robbery andagreed to t e s t i f y against JohnLynch in exchange for the dis-missal of addit ional charges.' ' ' ' '. . .; A gro j ip Q f & i b b y residentsinvolved in lawsuits againstW - J L O r a c e t o l d U.S. Sen. MaxBaucus Monday to vote againstme Fairness in AsbestosCompensation Act but asked thesenator to support plans for alocal asbestos clinic. Baucusvisited the home of Gay laBenef i e ld to meet with peopl e •concerned about asbestosissues. Jan. 21 ,H u t p h i i i g s to ld lCiry^Coju?ic»l ^^that;h^&f ine, W i t h ; h i s n e w partner, with • • ' ,
See Year in Review on Page s

Steve 1 M c N e i l of Bozeinaii holds the b ; uraing^UnitedISadd^ end of •the ra l ly at the state weighi stadon near Troy on April 15. Although rally orga-nizaers cancelled the prote s t , p e o p l e showed up from Bozeman, Missoula andnorthern I d a h o . T h e y held an i m p r o m p t u ral ly away from Libby.



Year in Review
Continued f rom Page 1 .the exception of one minor annoy-ance. "The only issue I have rightnow is, she sheds," Mulchings said.Mulchings' partner is a Germanshepherd named Annie who istrained to s n i f f out marijuana andmethamphetamine.Jan. 26W. R. Grace has o f f e r e d to pro-vide funding for asbestosis healthscreening and the needed equipmentat St. John's Lutheran H o s p i t a l andto provide health insurance for localresidents s u f f e r i n g from asbestos-re-lated ailments. Grace has committedto donate $250,000 a year for aslong as necessary to St John'sLutheran Hospi ta l to provide healthscreening to anyone in Libby whowants it, and to provide medicalcoverage to anyone in Libby who isdiagnosed with an asbestos-relateddisease. Jan. 28Cajun James of Eureka - an out-

spoken critic of the f edera l govern-ment and a licensed f irearms dealerwho once sued the "Freemen" ofeastern Montana af t er they gave hima $1.4 million bad check - has an-nounced his candidacy for LincolnCounty Commissioner. Radicalchanges are needed to he lp revivethe local resource economy, Jamessaid. Feb. 2Longtime Libby City CouncilmanEd Baker has resigned his post, cit-ing personal reasons in c lud inghealth issues. In a resignation letterdated Jan. 27, Baker told MayorTony Berget that his resignation hasnothing to do with the job Bergethas been doing as mayor.Feb. 4At a town meeting Wednesdaynight at Memorial Gym, o f f i c i a l sfrom the federal Environmental Pro-tection Agency discussed prelimi-nary results from a round of indoorair testing for asbestos and answeredquestions from an audience that in-cluded Gov. Marc Racicot, U.S.Sen. Conrad Bums and an aide toU.S. Rep. Rick Hill. .Samples showelevated levels of asbestos; at twosites: f t r m e t l y O r i W ^ d S l i l W.R. "'Grace and at two of the 32 Libbyarea homes tested.Feb. 9A conservation group is threaten-ing to sue Sterling Mining Co. forwater pollution at. the c o m p a n y ' s re-cently acquired troy Mine. Thec o m p a n y ' s failure to get a pollution-elimination permit to o p e r a t e ' t h emothballed mine violates the CleanWater Act, according to Cabinet Re-source Group of Heron.Feb; 11The city o f Troy's police commit-tee will be considering a mutual aidagreement with the Lincoln County

S h e r i f f s O f f i c e as f inancial andlegal protection for the three-mancity police force. Currently the cityand county have no cooperativeagreement for city o f f i c e r s to eitherrespond to a crime or accident orBack up a deputy at a scene outsidethe city limits. Feb. 16Republican congressional candi-date Dennis Rehberg discussed is-sues ranging from asbestos to veter-ans' benef i t s with about 30 Libbyresidents at a Feb. 10 town meetingat the Libby VFW hall. Rehberg isfunning for the House seat currentlyheld by Rick Hill. Hill is not seek-ing a third term because of recurringcomplications from eye surgery. .Feb. 18More than $4 million is availableto begin health screenings for theLibby community, but the totalcosts and final plains for asbestoscleanup and healthcare won't beknown until mid summer, federalo f f i c i a l s t e s t i f i ed during a Senatefjeld hearing Wednesday at Memor-ial Gym. U.S. Sen. Max Baucus or-chestrated, the local hearing of theSenate; subcommittee' on Environ-' ' ' " • < ' • • • ' "
Four people have appl ied to fillthe Libby City Council seat vacatedby Ed Baker's resignation lastmonth. D.C. Orr, Dan Taasevigen,Stuart Crismore and Etta Doubekhave submitted letters of interest.Council will continue accepting ap-plicants through the end of Febru-ary. Feb. 25For the f irst time in 21 .winters,DJ is not among the grimly bears hidens in the Yaak, but informationgained by studying DJ and her o f f -spring is still he lp ing scientists. DJand two cubs were found dead hiJune 1999, apparently killed by an-other grizzly. March 1H a p p i e r times have taken over for

s t a f f at Lincoln County Campus,f a c u l t y members told the campusboard Tuesday night. Recently thecollege had been burdened by insta-bil i ty in the director position and af und ing di spute with its parent, Flat-head Vall ey Community College.March 3Declining timber harvests cou-pled with budget cutbacks are forc-ing the Kootenai National Forest toconsider the elimination of perhaps20 to 30 positions, forest supervisorBob Castaneda told the LincolnCounty Commissioners Wednesday.Faced with a $2.5 million cut to itsbudget of approximately $20 mil-lion, the Kootenai is in the processof reorganizing, Castaneda said.March 8Libby City .Council appointedKen Sorensen Monday to fill a va-cancy created by the recent resigna-tion of longtime councilman EdBaker. Seven peopl e appl i ed for theposition - Sorensen, D.C. Orr, DanTaasevigen, Stuart Crismore, EttaDoubek, Bob Parker and DonRogers. March 10An. advertisement in Sunday'sPort land Oregonian newspaperspo t l igh t ing Libby as a great placeto live and do business is showingsigns of paying off: Placed by Tim-berline Auto Center owner TerryAndreessen, the large, eye-catchingad features a picture of Libby'sJack Housel with the record rain-bow trout he caught below LibbyDam as well as information on thearea' s other benefits. Ten businessowners and one individual lookingto move had answered the ad byWednesday. March 15A rally protesting what its orga-nizers are calling "the Clinton envi-ronmental r e g i m e ' s war on theWest" is planned for Saturday, AprilIS, hi Libby. The brainchild ofTerry Andreessen, Scon and D.C.Orr, Jim Rathbun, Doug Griffiths

and Jerry Diemert, the event is: iktended to call attention to the neg;tive e f f e c t s federal lands policichave had on the rural West, n ^March 17 • : , ;A W o l f Point educator has beeselected as the new principal ;Libby H i g h School beginning ne;f a l l . Elaine Forrest, principal.-cW o l f Point H i g h School, has acceped the position. Her appointmeineeds only the Libby school boardapproval. :March 22Results of a recent round Of .tesing of soil, dust and insulation sanpies from area homes do not sholevels of asbestos that, the Enviroimental Protection Agency beiievineed immediate action. The test nsuits will be discussed at a publimeeting in Memorial Gym.' .March 24An $11.5 million emergency ajpropriation to he lp Libby deal wilproblems associated with asbestcexposure from a former vermicwlimine has been added to a Senate a]propriations bi l l , U.S. Sen. ConnBums has announced. Burns said thas requested S3.5 million for ttlocal hospital and an additional Jmillion that would go to the city f>other asbestos-related health, envronmental and economic mitigaticneeds. March 29With the exception of some fomer W.R. Grace f a c i l i t y sites, theappears to be l i t t l e evidence of ruin living in Libby today, said menbers of the federal team investigeing asbestos contamination. Thdoesn't preclude the need to contiue testing homes and businessesthe community and f o l l o w throujwith ambient air and area soil . te;ing during drier conditions, saPaul Peronard of the EnvironmentProtection AgencyMarch 31 :Local o f f i c i a l s are hoping for tlbest but preparing for the worstplanning for an Apri l 15 ralprotesting the Clinton administetion's "War on the West" "You1

either very optimistic about tievent or you're very pessimistic aithere's no in-between," U.S. For*Service employee Jeff Scussel saduring a meeting attended by abc30 people representing city i aicounty government, local law. eforcemeat and emergency se,rvicsuch as ambulance and search'; airescue; ' v...
See Year in Review on Pag
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I from Page 4A p r i l s ,/Organizers have canceled anApril 15 protest rally f o l l o w i n gVrtdespread concerns that the gath-ering would attract a variety of ex-tremists and lead to violence. Theevent was to have featured the burn-ing of a United Nations f l a g andcopies oRncome-tax forms, accord-1 ' - ; t o an^l^tog f l i e r calling f o r.dlwbodience." Orga-nizer Terry Andreessen said hedoesn't think many extreme groupsplanned to participate, but extrem-ists from the Other end of the politi-cal spectrum jnay have intended to' ' ' ' '* - ? € - " . ' - ' 'tiree interviews have beenuled with candidates to re-retiring Asa Wood principaly Chase, said o f f i c i a l s ofSchool District One of thedidates, Sandra Honeychurch, isa teacher at Libby Middl e1. The others are Rosie Comesf Great Falls and Jackie O'Brien ofl Creek, April 12I; Dr. Phi l l ip A l f c r d announced Fri-dpy that he will be leaving Libby att$e end of April to accept an ap-pointment in the surgical program atthe Texas Tech University Schoolqf Medicine in Lubbock. Dr. LanceBrcanbrack, a board certified gener-al surgeon has been hired to replaceA l f o r d , who came to Libby almosttjvb*years ago. April 14I Local law enforcement o f f i c e r s•t on the alert f o l l o w i n g reportsf e l t anti-government activists from*oun4 the Northwest plan tofenoiwtrate in Libby Saturday de-Att* o f f i c i a l cancellation of an or-iAlt td rally. "There will be peopl erowing up, there's no doubt about1 Lincoln County Sheriff Daryl

how many." April 19A rally against the federal gov-ernment's intrusion into the lives ofWesterners f izz led in the drizzle inthe parking lot of a state-weigh sta-tion 16 miles west of Libby. Fewerthan. SO protesters mingled in lightrain with more than a dozen mem-bers of the media! Localrof Jim • ralty ventedLibby City Council forsaw as the city's role in exertingpressure on organizers to call off theevent and expressed concerns thatcommunist agitators also played apart-.? April 21 'Jaokie O'Brien of Trout Creekhas agreed to be the new principalof .Asa Wood Elementary School.The Libby School District o f f e r e dher the job last week af t er the boardinterviewed her and two other can-didates. " 'A p r i l 2 6"A community -medical, trust isbeing proposed by St. John' sLutheran. Hospi ta l to provide, carefor victims of asbestos exposurethat may not be covered in a health'plan o f f e r e d by former mine ownerW.R. Grace. "The Grace plan is agood start," St. John's chief execu-tive o f f i c e r Rick Palagi said. "Butthere are some, needs that peoplemay have that will riot be coveredby that plan." April 28Spilling water at Libby Dammight help endangered sturgeon butkill threatened bull trout and putmore' wear on die 26-year-old dam,say o f f i c i a l s of three governmentagencies. The U . S . F i s h andWildlife Service is looking for moref l o w volume for downstream stur-geon, Montana Fish, Wildlife andParks is fearing for bull trout andthe federal dam manager is con-

X federal jury in Missoula delib-erated about S V i h b u r e Friday beforef ind ing J6)m^iyy^^no|;guiiry ofmurder bitf guilty of robbery anduse of a ' r l r e a ^ during; a crime ofviolence; in connection with the1995 death of Brian Carreiro in Lin-coln :County.?*Lyndv iaidj LarryPizzichiello had both ..been sen-
: i e r i c ^ ^ ; ^ ' - i r t ' p ^ ^ * > r : thecrime, jbut their Convictions : wereoverturned by the MontanaSupreme Court, Pizzichiello plead-ed guilty in federal court t o ' r o b b e r yand was sentenced to 12'/2 years inprison. ^:''

John- Hermann received 304votes to Deborah S t o k e s b e n y ' s 276in the only contested race in, LibbySchools' trustee election. Stokesber-ry had served six months on theboard af t er being appointed in No-vember to replace Bill Mann, whohad resigned with one year left inhis term. May 10Libby got an initial nod from theSenate appropriations committeethis week on $11.5 million in eco-nomic development and medicalfunding. The committee passed anamendment approving U.S. Sen.Conrad Burns' request for themoney to help Libby deal withproblems associated with asbestosexposure from a former vermiculitemine near Libby.May 12A proposal to pave and widen theThompson River Road would hurtthe local economy by encouragingtourists to bypass Lincoln County,community leaders told a federalhighway engineer Wednesday. Anenvironmental review will takethree to f i v e years, and the actualwork on the 42-mile road liMontana Highway 200 with UJ

15 years, a federal engineer said.'•••'":•>• May 17Voters in the western part of thecounty could be determining thef a t e of Troy Dispatch when they goto the, po l l s on June 6. Residents oftile 295 telephone calling area willbe asked to increase their propertytaxes by 13 mills to fund the ser-vice.
Stude|| t s/pfi«ted ,, __,r.pine seedling outside Libby M i d d l eSchool in memory of late teacherMaria Marozzo, who died of a pul-monary embolism on Dec. 25,1999.She was 50 years old.May 24Local government representativesare hoping that recent action by theLegislature during a special, sessionwill ease budget s hor t f a l l s createdin the past. House Bill 4 reducedproperty tax and gave an additional$20.3 million in state aid to schools.May26A proposed conservation ease-ment on 140,000 acres of PlumCreek Timber Co. land in the Fisherand Thompson river .drainages ismoving ahead with an environmen-tal assessment slated for release inAugust. The proposed agreementwith the Montana Department ofFish, Wildlife and Parks would re-sult in Plum Creek surrendering de-velopment rights to the property.May 31A free health insurance programo f f e r e d by W>R. Grace to.Libby-area residents s u f f e r i n g from as-bestos-related illnesses has been re-vised for a second time, but the plandoesn't please everyone in the localmedical community. The plan isstill too restricting, county healtho f f i c e r Brad Black said during ameeting of Libby's Community Ad-

fered by W.R. Grace to victims ofasbestos-related disease receivedmore criticism this week, this timefrom U.S. Sen. Max Baucus. At ameeting in Libby, Baucus accusedthe company of "stonewalling"and not making good on its p l edgeto be responsible for the medicalb i l l s of p eop l e injured by their ex-posure -to asbestos associated withGrace's former vermiculite mine.. .A 2 0 e a - o d T»roy >inan waskilled in a canoeing accident onLake Creek. Adam Sei f er t and afriend were in a canoe that strucka root wad and capsized, pinningS e i f e r t between the canoe and theroot wad. June 9Kali sp e l l - ba s ed Semitobl Inc.has announced plans to open amanufacturing plant hi Libby thissummer, putt ing 25 to 30 peopleto work within the next few weeksand pos s ib ly two to three tunesthat many by the end of the sum-mer. The company builds equip-ment used in the manufacture ofsemiconductors for computers.June 14Three local Reform Party candi-dates are challenging Rick Maed-j e ' s recent victory in th e Republi-can primary for county commis-sioner on tiie grounds that M a e d j emay not have lived in LincolnCounty for the necessary twoyears. C a j u n J a m e s , VirginiaEmerson and Jerome Johnsonf i l e d a contest of nominationMonday in District Court., June 16 . ,,.-Troy Mayor Rod Johnson hasannounced his resignation e f f e c -tive July 12. Johnson, who wasappointed in December f o l l o w i n g

the resignation of Mayor BarbaraAnderson, said his f u l l - t i m e jobwith Ster l ing Mining Co. did not?*leave him enough time to a d e - J jquateiy take care of city business. $J u n e 21 ,,:>,.,..*Chief Cla^-Gpkei: of the Libby *iPolice .Department will be heading • 1to Kosovo to take parUn an inter-*;national police mission f o l l o w i n gapproval by the city C o u n c i f j j M o n -
from around the wotld- in training?.-local police in Kosovo; - &June 23 £A half-dozen log .trucks, onef iloaded with logs, led the way asl *about 15 Missoula-bound vehicles?:l e f t the parking lot of Libby HighrSchool Wednesday morning.*;Along with hundreds of. other ve-<t';hides from around the region,they were headed to a rallydubbed "CA5^?1bF13omniuiAgainst Roadless Expansion.June 28Libby City Council on June 19voted to trade city property behindN e l s o n & Vial Funeral Home toN i l e s N e l s o n in exchange for asimilarly sized parcel at the cornerof Larch Street and Utah Avenue.The city plans to; use'i t s new prop-erty for a park. N e l s o n . w i l l usethe newly acquired parcel forparking. / ;June 30 ;An investigation into past decisions about asbestos hazards assdated with W.R. Grace's formvermiculite mine in Libby iscalled for by three high-rankin;Environmental Pre(te^oi| Agencyo f f i c i a l s . The o f f i c i a l s said decisions made by EPA and other feeral agencies need ,to bestructed by an impartial entity.
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A S K E P A ! ! < > » *Questions and Answers M * Iabout Asbestos and EPA's Investigation

Q: I recently participated in the asbestos medical testing in Libby. What isthe status of the reports from these tests?
A: The results of your x-ray reviews, lung function test, and health interview are combinedinto one report. When you receive the report, you may wish to review your results with yourpersonal physician. If your tests show any abnormalities, your physician may suggest thatyou undergo additional testing to further evaluate your health before makingrecommendations for your personal health care.

of December 15th, 750 test results report letters had been mailed to ATSDR medicaltesting program participants. ATSDR expects to send out 250 more results letters by theend of December
V' ATSDR has begun a preliminary analysis of the test results for the f irst 1,000participants in the testing program. ATSDR expects to present a summary of tianalysis at a community Advisory Group meeting in February, 2001.

For more information, call:
ATSDR, Dan Strausbaugh at 406-293-2728



l O f t O !--•«•«• •" ' " » " J ~ - ' iw» -Jl -%*"̂ ^ • J_County plans meeting on lawsuit
^ ^ ^ ^ " ' . \ - ' , • • " • ' . .Public meeting to discuss suit against Grace, app ly ing for federal clinic

By BRENT SERUMWestern News ReporterLincoln County o f f i c i a l s are planning apublic meeting for mid-January to discussa possible lawsuit against W.R. Grace anda proposal to a p p l y for a f ed era l ly fundedclinic to provide low-cost communityhealth care.The meeting is planned for the eveningof Wednesday, Jan. 17, but a time andplace remain to be setCommissioners Rita Windom and JohnKonzen, along with County Attorney

Bernie Cassidy, met with attorneys fromH e j l e n a and California Friday to discuss
legal strategies for funding a medical trustthat would pay for health care for area res-idents with asbestos-related diseases. Alawsuit against W.R. Grace, which ownedthe mine that produced asbestos-taintedvermiculite, is a possibility. A subcommit-tee of the Libby Community AdvisoryGroup is working on a health plan thatproponents say will be better than a freeplan o f f e r e d by W.R. Grace, but a sourceof money for the trust needs to be secured.

One of the attorneys in Libby last weekis the city attorney for Lodi, Cali f . ,Windom said. He shared information onLodi's litigation against a number of pol-luters that contaminated the city's ground-water."The important thing that I got out ofthe discussion was feat it was new legaltur f , and they went through all the stepsand won at every level," Windom said.Lodi used the money it won in court to
See L a W S U i t on Page 6

Lawsuit
iI

Continued from Page 1cover cleanup costs, Windom said.Groundwork laid in the Lodi casecould provide guidance for LincolnCounty if it decides to sue Grace,she said.The second issue to be discussedat the meeting is a p r o p o s a l toa p p l y for a f e d e r a l l y funded clinicto provide low-cost healthcare. Theproposal grew out of studies show-ing mat many Lincoln County resi-dents are medically uninsured orunderinsured.The clinic would provide generalhealth care for the community and

would not be focused on asbestos-|related diseases. The clinic would\be open to the public, and a sliding ffee scale would be established with |a minimum fee of $5, W i n d o m )said. f"Everyone would have to pay *something," she said. »Mary Beth Frider e s of the 3Montana Primary Care Association |is providing guidance on die clinic Iproposal."There's a lot of devil in thedetails," Windom said. "We're justin the concept stage right now."



Asbestos death rate 40-60 percent higher local ly
By BRENT SHRUM\ Western News Reporter/ A recently completed study by the feder-al Agency for Toxic Substances andDisease Registry has found the local deathrate from asbestosis to be 40 to 60 timeshigher than state and national averages.ATSDR epidemiologist Steve Dearwentdiscussed the study at a Dec. 14 meeting ofthe Libby Community Advisory Group.ATSDR reviewed local death certi f icatesfor a 20-year period from 1979 to 1998.Deaths from various causes were com-pared to state and national averages tocome up with standardized mortality ratios— ratios of observed to expected deaths.The study looked at asbestos-related dis-

eases including asbestosis, cancers of thelung and digestive tract, and diseases ofpulmonary circulation. ATSDR also com-piled statistics on several diseases that arenot related to asbestos exposure.The standardized mortality ratios for allcauses of death except asbestosis hoveredaround 1, while the SMR for asbestosisshot to about 40 when using the state aver-age and 60 when using the national aver-age.Dearwent said he was "taken aback" bythose numbers."As an epidemiologist, I'm used to see-ing SMRs that are maybe 2 or 3," he said.The study area covered a 10-mile radiusaround Libby. During the 20-year period

under investigation, the death certificates of11 people listed asbestosis as an underlyingcause of dtgath. Of those, 10 were men andone was a woman.. The death certificates d id j io t provideany information on a persotvs occupationalhistory or historical exposure to asbestos,Dearwent said.The study was criticized by several peo-ple at the CAG meeting because it usedonly death certi f icates and did not delveinto the medical histories of people whomay have s u f f e r e d from asbestosis but died •of an unrelated malady. Several people toldDearwent they knew of peopl e who hads u f f e r ed from asbestosis but died of some-'thing else according to their death certifi-

cates.Dearwent said he understood thatasbestosis may have been underreported asa cause of death, but if the study hadlooked into the medical histories of peoplewho died in Libby it would have had to dothe same for everyone who died inMontana or the entire United States tomake a valid comparison."In a death certificate, there are limita-tions but there are also consistencies thatmake for a very valid comparison betweencommunities," he said.The study also found four local deathsfrom mesothelioma, a rare form of lung.cancer caused by exposure to asbestos-See Mortali ty rate on Page 7

Mortality rate —
Continued from Page 1Because the disease is so rare, nocomparison was made to state ornational averages. One or twomesothelioma deaths per one mil-lion p e o p l e might be expec t ed ,Dearwent said. .The ATSDR study is availablefor public review at the LincolnCounty Library in Libby, at theATSDR o f f i c e at 501 Mineral Ave.,and at the Lincoln CountyEnvironmental Heal th Departmentin the courthouse annex.
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! A d i f f e r e n t road
It would have been more reassuring if W.R. Grace hadestablished a trust to fund i t ' s free medical coverage forLibby asbestos victims.Whil e the plan is far from per f e c t , points of con-tention might be negotiable to change. The major con- •>cern of local medical p e o p l e and asbestos victims hasbeen Grace's own financial health for the long term. Themedical plan is only as good as long as Grace is in busi-ness._ Lincoln County Commissioners are now mull ing overthe po s s i b i l i ty of a suit against the multinational chemi-^al giant to create a community medical trust to coverlong-term health needs. *j The idea won't sit well with many peopl e , mostlythose who have chosen not to take part in the past year'sdiscussions and decisions on the asbestos problem.T h i n k about it car e fu l ly . As should the county o f f i c i a l swho will u l t imate ly have to make this decision...t W h i l e Grace appeared darn near invincible a year ago,their stock has been on a steep downward trend. Agraph charting the c o m p a n y ' s stock rates looks moreke a p r o f i l e of a ski run at Turner Mountain. Grace:ock hit a high in 2000 of $15.13 a share on Jan. 10.he loyfrwas Dec. 8 at $1.25. Presently, Grace stock is

• ' " • ' " " T S 4 v £ ' ; v . • ' • ' ' . . . . ' ' .sd be pointed out that revenues in the com-i|i[|9' months were up 5 percent to $1.18i l l i o n wrule i ;ifevenues from continuing operations rose13 percent to $92.9 mil l ion. The first revenue numberr e f l e c t s acquisitions while the second shows improve-ments^."' ; ' . - : , • ' • ' , . ' • ' . . ' • , • • ' . . . " ' ; ; . . ' . ^i. L i k e ) e v d f y t h i n g else in today's ecpnbmy, it shows ,ixed signals. It's easy to understand why many p e o p l eIbn't believe Grace will be around to fund their insur-^nceplan.Ojthjers have a deep-rooted distrust for the company>ased on personal dealings as victims or f a m i l y mem->ers of victims from the local asbestos contamination.\ n d s t i l l b t h e r s s i m p l y d i s t r u s t c b r p o r a t i o n s .It's hard to consider; finances, economies and relatedmatters when we're talking about the health of so manyocal p e o p l e but the biggest problem f a c i n g this commu-nity is being able to provide adequate health care. If wedon't f ind a way to he lp asbestos victims, the toll on thelocal health care system will be enormous.The to l l on the future economy of the area may al-ready nave been decided with the year of national andRegional public i ty. We could be hard pressed to entice ,<companie£ of this size to come in here and engage inI f f l f f l n f ^ S r a i M v i l i e s whidh haV6 !b be monitored toprotect the environment or human health.T h i s could be good or bad depending on your perspec-tive. Regardless, it will be a s i gn i f i can t change from theeconomy of the past.The commissioners decision to sue or not sue, will also•play a role that c ou ld l i e sett ing the community down ad i f f e r e n t economic road. That' s why the commissionersneed to engage in s ignif icant community discussion,perhaps an evening publ i c meeting./.'• We need to embark on an e f f o r t to provide medicalJeare for our community members with eyes open so•there are no surprises in the future. Fir s t we need-com-munity-wide part i c ipat ion, something that hasn't oc-curred on this issue during the past year. - Roger Morris



County considers suing Grace .ii.
' V "

W W e ' r e ju s tseeingthe tip\o f t h eiceberg
Rita WindomCommissioner

By BRENT SHRUMWestern News ReporterLincoln County o f f i c i a l s are looking at possi-ble lit igation to pay for a proposed medical trustthat would fund health care for area residentswith asbestos-related diseases.The county commissioners and county attor-ney met last Friday with attorneys from Helenaand Cali fornia to share information, according toCommissioner Rita Windom."They just gave us information about environ-mental issues that they had seen in other areas,and how they were similar or dissimilar to whatwe have, and discussed some possible solutions,"

Windom said.Those possible solutions included litigationstrategies that could fund a medical trust, shesaid.No .decision has been made to retain any attor-neys, Windom said. The issue is scheduled forfurther discu&ion at the commissioners' meet-ings on Dec. 20 in Eureka and Jan. 3 in Libby.A subcommittee of the Libby CommunityAdvisory Group is working on a health plan thatproponents say will be better than the free plano f f e r e d by W.R. Grace. The plan would be fund-ed by a trust, but a source of money for the trustneeds to be secured.

A serious shortcoming of the Grace plan is aperson must have an asbestos-related problem inboth lungs to quali fy, Windom said.'That's the real big problem," she said."There's a lot of peopl e who jus t have it in onelung.". People who are uninsured and have anasbestos-related problem in one lung will beunable to get insurance, Windom said."I'm t e l l ing them to go ahead and f i l e (for theGrace plan) so you can be rejected and thenyou'll have the paper trail that we can use at alater date," she said.See Commissioners on Page 7

Commissioners
Continued from Page 1The c o m m u n i t y ' s asbestos-relat-ed health problems are sure to getworse over the next decade ,Windom said."There's a need here," she said."We're j u s t seeing the t ip o f th eiceberg now."Windoir 'said she has been sur-

prised by the number or p e o p l eturning up with asbestos-relateddiseases f o l l o w i n g a communityhealth screening."I thought it. was way out of pro-portion when I f ir s t heard it,1' shesaid. "I never would have be l i eved'it, but I do now."
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EPA planning new round of tests
The Environmental ProtectionAgency [scanning a round of tests atarea homes to f ind out how peoplemight be exposed to asbestos whileengaged in everyday activities aroundthe house.Scheduled to start in mid-February,the tests will include the placement ofpersonal air sampling pumps on peo-ple as they go about their daily rou-tine hi the home.Earlier testing in Libby-area homesinvolved the use of stationary sam-p l ing pumps that were placed in thel i v ing area to monitor indoor air.About a thud of the homes that weretested showed the presence of someasbestos f ibers of varying size andnumber.The new round of tests is designedto compare the results obtained usingstationary air monitors with theresults from monitors placed on peo-ple engaged in routine or specialactivities hi the home.Participation in the testing programwill be voluntary, and the addressesof the participants will not be made

public. The program will cover rou-tine household activities, active housecleaning, simulated remodeling activ-ities and garden till ing.Eight houses that were previouslysampled will be picked for t e s t ingduring routine household activities.The sampling team will come to thehome shortly af t er the resident arisesin the morning and begin monitoringwith both personal and stationarypumps.Monitoring will continue until theend of the day. During the samplingper i od , the p a r t i c i p a n t w i l l berequired to remain indoors and refrainfrom sweeping or dusting.The remaining three aspects of thenew sampling program will involvethe use of EPA s t a f f or consultantswearing protective gear. To simulatepossible exposure from house clean-ing, someone wearing an air monitorwill p e r f orm two hours of cleaningactivities such as sweeping, vacuum-ing and dust ing in the same eighthomes tested during routine house-hold activities.

Test s to simulate exposure duringthe remodeling of a house will takeplace at one house with insulation notbelieved to contain asbestos and atthree houses where the insulation isvermiculite known to contain at least0.5 percent asbestos. A c t i v i t i e s wil lbe aimed at simulating the things ahomeowner might do that could leadto direct exposure to vermiculite insu-lation. Examples include, the removalof insulation from a wall or ceilingand moving insulation to gain accessto plumbing or wiring.Three proper t i e s w i l l be selectedfor te s t ing during garden-til l ing activ-ities. One proper ty will be pickedwhere the garden does not containvisible vermiculite and where tests donot reveal the presence of asbestos,and two will.be picked where vermi-cul i te is vi s ib le and/or soil analysisreveal s the presence of asbes tosfibers. Stationary monitors 'w i l l sam-ple the air 5 meters upwind and 5meters downwind of the garden, andthe person t i l l ing the garden will weara personal sampling pump.

ASK EPA!!
Questions and Answers aboutAsbestos a n d E P A ' s Investigation

Q: Wil l the Community Advisory Group have regular meetings again?
A: Yes. at the December 14 CAG meeting, the group expressed interest in resuming meetings
twice per month. The meetings will be held on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 7:00p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the Ponderosa Room of Libby's City Hall. The next meeting will be held on
January 11,2001.
The summaries of the meetings are posted on EPA's web page along with other information about
the asbestos investigation and cleanup in Libby. Please take a look at the site at www.epa.gov/
r e g i o n S / s u p e r f u n d / l i b b v .
For more information about the Community Advisory Group, call

Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator, at 406-441-1150 x241
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Wilkins wants criminal charges f i l e d against Grace
By LYNETTE HINTZESpecial to the NewsDon Wilkins doesn't mince wordsabout W.R. Grace: He wants thecompany to face criminal charges forknowingly poisoning Libby vermi-culite mine workers and their fami-lies with toxic asbestos fibers."My main emphasis is that chargesbe f i l ed against Grace," Wilkins said."Someone should be held account-able in a criminal court of law."Wilkins, a Stimson Lumber Co.employee, never worked at the ver-miculite mine, but his father, BobWilkins, worked there for 25 yearsand now has asbestosis.Bob Wilkins , who was presidentof a union local at the mine, has doc-uments he believes show how Graceo f f i c i a l s in the early 1980s managedto shut down a study that would havebrought the miners' abnormal lungX-rays to the f ore front nationally."People don't realize the influenceW.R. Grace has," Bob said. "Theys topped the investigation just like

that"Daniel Banks, a doctor with theNational Insti tute of OccupationalS a f e t y and Heal th , contacted uniono f f i c i a l s at the Libby mine in 1980,af t er the federal agency learned that11 employees from the Scott's lawnfer t i l izer company had been diag-nosed with asbestosis. Scott's wasone of Grace's biggest customers,and its vermiculite-based f er t i l izercame from Libby vermiculite ore."Banks asked me if the unionmembership would cooperate with astudy," Bob recalled. "He said they'dbring in a lab on location with f ivetechnicians."The study was abruptly shut down,however, and Banks was transferred.to another job. Banks later deniedever having talked to Bob Wilkins.A Grace attorney wrote to theMine S a f e t y and H e a l t hAdministration to explain why thecompany f e l t the study wasn't need-ed."...the worker exposure to asbesti-

form tremolite contamination fromthe inception of mining at Libby untilthe mid-1970s was so high in relationto the present standard as to com-p l e t e ly mask and make pract ical lyimpossible any attempt to measureexposures to vermiculite i t s e l f , "attorney Mario Favorito wrote."Since the mid-1970s, few addi-tions have been made to the Libbyworker population. Thus, utilizationof Libby as a focus to study exposureto vermiculite would be a wastefuland redundant expenditure of scarcegovernment manpower, money ande f f o r t , since it would only verify thatexcess a sbe s t o s- f i b er exposureresults in adverse health effects ."Don W i l k i n s po int s out that I.Peter Grace, owner and president ofthe corporation at the time, wasassigned by President Ronald Reaganto develop ideas on how to cut gov-ernment spending and streamlineagencies. That was the "out" the gov-ernment needed to cut the Libbystudy.

Grac e ' s government cost-cuttinge f f o r t became known as the. GraceCommission."1 don't know how the biggestpo l lu t er of communities and lives
tcould have gotten a better deal froma sitting president," Don Wilkinssaid.He has asked Montana's congres-sional delegation to investigate theGrace Commission but has had noresponse."I think they're stalling, because itwill be an e m b a r r a s s m e n t ' t o theRepublican party," he said. "I wanthearings based on what happened int h e ' 8 0 s . "Bob believes there's enough otherdocumentation to show that the com-pany o f f i c i a l s c learly knew therewere health problems in the mid-1950s, when Zono l i t e owned themine. Grace took over the mine in1963 and operated it until.it closed in1990.Wilkins has taken his case to stateo f f i c i a l s , but he f igures he'll have to

start from' scratch when a newadministration takes o f f i c e inJanuary."The scary thing about W.R.Grace is they have no conscience,"he said. "We've seen how they f i gh tthe EPA. People are naive on howthe system works. Grace won't payfor the cleanup; the taxpayers will."Alan Stringer, Grace ' s representa-tive in Libby, has a d i f f e r e n t opinion,of course. He f e e l s the company is
r

doing all it can to help pay victims-'medical expenses and make sure con*lamination is eliminated."I've not personally seen anger!against me," Stringer said. "Peoplehave been p o l i t e and friendly-.They're concerned, and they needanswers;"He acknowledged, though, thatthere have been harsh words forGrace at some Community AdvisoryGroup meetings.



ATSDR shares
mortality study
r e s u l t s ' a t C A G

The Agency for Toxi c Substances and DiseaseRegistry will release information from its study oflocal asbestos-related deaths at the CommunityAdvisory Group meeting at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Dec.14, in the Ponderosa Room at Libby City H a l l .ATSDR is a public healthagency of the U.S.Department o f - H e a l t h andHuman Services. Theagency prepared a mortalityreview to i d e n t i f y deathspotent ial ly associated withasbestos exposure in Libby.In preparing the report,ATSDR reviewed all deathcertificates for Libby resi-

Libby manwants criminalcharges f i l e d
See Page 5

Young loggerdiagnosed
See Page 5

dents who died between 1979 and 1998 and comparedthe number of deaths from asbestos-related causes tosimilar deaths across Montana and the United States.The mortality review will also be available for pub-lic review at the Lincoln County Library in Libby, atthe ATSDR o f f i c e at 501 Mineral Ave., and at theLincoln County H e a l t h Department in the countyannex at 418 Mineral Ave.Community members with questions about thereview or who would like to receive a copy may con-tact ATSDR epidemio log i s t Steve Dearwent at 1-888-42-ATSDR. Cal l er s should refer to the "Libby,Montana site." ATSDR regional representative DanStrasbaugh in Helena may also be called at (406) 444-29S9 for additional information.More information about asbestos and health e f f e c t srelated to exposure may be found at the ATSDR website, www.atsdr.cdc.gov. For an overview of the LibbyCommunity Environmental Heal th Project, go towww.atsdr.cdc.gov/NEWS/libbymt.html.According to a recent report by the NationalInsti tute for Occupational S a f e t y and Health, LincolnCounty ranks second on a list of the top 10 U.S. coun-ties for death rates from asbestosis. NIOSH, whichregularly tracks asbestosis mortality rates, reported inits latest update that only Somerset County, N.J., hadmore asbestos deaths per capita than Lincoln Countyfrom 1968-1997. The data was compiled from theNational Center for Heal th Statistics.Asbestosis is the scarring of lung tissue frominhalation of needle-like asbestos fibers. The d i s e a s e ' se f f e c t s range from mild impairment to disability andeventually death. Libby's asbestosis deaths are linkedto the former W.R. Grace vermiculite mine.Somerset County, where the Johns-Manvil l e Co.
See Mortal i ty on.Page 6

Mortali ty-
Continued from Page 1manufactured asbestos insulation,had 447 asbestos deaths during the31-year period. Lincoln County,with a much smaller popula t i on ,had 23 documented deaths from
asbestosis. .S o m e r s e t ' s asbestosis death ratewas 8.8 per 100,000 people , whileLinco ln County's was 5.7 per100 000 people. That compares tothe overall. U.S. rate of 0.29 per
100,000 people.Other areas with high asbestosismortality rates included SagadahocCounty in Maine, Jackson Countyin Missi s s ippi and Orange Countyin Texas, all of which had ship-building operations that used highamounts of asbestos.



Continued from Page 1to do a lot of s t u f f that we couldn'taf ford."• *jl was looking for a positive some-where. 'Applaud' just-4c4nd of hadt h a t r l n i g t o i t "Most of the asbestos within districtbuild\ngs.is o f t h ' e cHrysot i l e variety,l e s s h a r m f u l than, t h e - t r e m o l i t e ,which Maki sa iPiS' sealed in s id esome of the bu i ld ing walls. Tremol i t easbestos is found in the vermiculiteonce mined near Libhy.' I n ' t w o school bu i ld ings— PlummerE f e m e n t a r y a n d L i b b y M i d d l es c n c f o l s - the asbestos presence is"nSiriimal," he said...The compliance, turnaround f o l -l o & d d a complaint phoned in to theMontana D e p a r t m e n t of

Environmental Q u a l i t y on May 12,according to state air qual i ty special-ist John Podol insky.The man was concerned tha treplacement of a dra f t reducer - a fanthat forces exhaust gases out the boil-er smokestack - in December 1999 atMcGrade Elementary School mayhave caused an expo sure . S o m easbestos-containing material was dis-turbed to replace the wom-out reduc-er, Podolinsky said.Podol insky visited the boiler roomin S e p t e m b e r and f o u n d the debri shad been thoroughly cleaned up."It's hard to measure how muchwas removed or disturbed," he said."It w o u l d ' v e been hard to tell if therewas an exposure. If the material didcontain asbestos, the asbestos f iber s

preparecl
• district applauded onbeing prepared to handle
various asbestos materials

By RAY STOUTWestern News ReporterThe t iS. Environmental ProtectionAgency is a p p l a u d i n g Libby SchoolDistrict's success at equipping it se l f to han-dle asbestos hazards in its buildings. Thekudos came af t er the state informed theschool district of a complaint.An EPA letter, postmarked Nov. 27, t e l l sthe district its training e f f o r t s have broughtit into compliance with the Asbestos-Hazard Emergency Response Act of 1986.•"EPA app laud s the School District'se f f o r t s to comply with AHERA," saidRegional Asbestos CoordinatorJ^obertVic,lc in the letter, "T&ese, continued Actions^protect thAemplbyeerby preventing their exposure toairborne asbestos fibers.?The compliment had an invigoratinge f f e c t on District Superintendent KirbyMaki."I was tickled, really tickled," he said."Because he could've given us a directive
See S c h o o l s on Page 6

are gone. They dissipate."The department took no action, hesaid.P o d o l i n s k y said l ike in many aboi ler room asbestos could presentproblems if d i s turbed. Most schoold i s t r i c t s c a n ' t a f f o r d a sa f e removal,and o f t e n removing it is more danger-ous than leaving it in place, he said.T h e other c o m p l a i n t t h e c a l l e rl o d g e d was a s u s p i c i o n that thes c h o o l s ' three-year i n s p e c t i o n o fasbestos-containing materials w a s n ' tdone proper ly, Podol insky said. Thatfalls under the AHERA law, so thestate sent it to EPA.S i n c e spr ing , 34 school d i s t r i c te m p l o y e e s have been trained inasbestos awareness. Seven mainte-nance p e o p l e and the head custodials t a f f took 16 hours in April and therest of the s t a f f along with some ofthe 16-hour trainees, took a two-hourcourse and attended a two-hour safe-ty training meeting.The awareness training covered ananalysis of the mineral, how it getsinto b u i l d i n g s , what it can dp tohuman health, and how to control andd i s p o s e of it with protective equip-ment, Maki said.Districtwide, s t a f f are well awareof the asbestos s i tuat ion in theirbu i ld ing s , he said. "Principal happensin, ask him some questions. Put himoh the spot",Other actions that h e l p e d meetAHERA were completing the twice-a-year surveillance for asbestos-con-t a i n i n g mat er ia l s and p l a c i n g anupdated copy of the district's man-agement p l a n , which i n c l u d e sasbestos response information, in theLibby H i g h School administrativeo f f i c e , according t o Maki ' s Nov. 6letter to the EPA.The other school bui ldings have acopy, he said. The high school's wasmis s ing on the date of the f ed era linspection, Maki said.All asbestos in district buildings isunder control, he said."Everything is either sealed, moni-tored or encapsulated, so we're inf a i r l y good shape as far as the districtis concerned," he said."What I f e e l good about at thispoint is we've addressed these issues.We're on the right track. Our trainingprogram is set up. We're doing f inethere."
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A S K E P A ! !

Questions and Answersabout A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t i ga t i on
. Q: My home has v ermicu l i t e i n s u l a t i o n in it.W i l l EPA ever be able to t e l l me whether my homeis s a f e to live in?

s
A: EPA is working with other f e d e r a l agencies and sc i ent i s t s to evaluate thes a f e t y of vermiculi te . The Agency uses a risk assessment to estimate therisk of l i v i n g in or being in a certain situation.
EPA's goal s with regard to thi s are:
1. to determine whether amph ibo l e ( t r e m o l i t e asbe s to s) f i b e r s are more

toxic than serpentine (chryso t i l e a sbe s to s) f iber s .
2. to analyze human and animal s tudy data on asbet sos-related i l lne s s e s todetermine whether EPA can d e v e l o p a model that h e l p s predic t the risk

of d eve lop ing cancer from exposure to tremolite asbsetos.
3. to have an open forum for s c i e n t i s t s of various backgrounds to review

the theory and model.
Dr. Chris Wei s and Dr. Aubrey M i l l e r wi l l be in Libby on Wedne sday andThursday, Dec. 13, 14. They wil l be h a p p y to meet with you and discuss thestatus of the risk assessment or other questions and concerns you may have.Please call the E P A I n f o r m a t i o n Center at 293-6194 to make an appo in tment .

For more in format ion, call
Dr. Chri s Wei s , Sci enc e Coordinator, 303-312-6671
Wendy T h o m i , Community Involvement Coordinator, 406-441-1150 x241.
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County ranks second
for asbestosis death

B y L Y N N E T T E H I N T Z ES p e c i a l to the News .. "Lincoln County ranks second on a list of the top 10 U . S . coun-ties for death rates f rom asbestosis, a f ed era l s tudy shows.The Nat iona l I n s t i t u t e for Occupational Safe ty and H e a l t h reg-ularly tracks asbestosis mortal i ty ' - — — — — — — — — — — — — —------ -jrates, and discovered during itslates t update that only SomersetCounty, N.J., had more asbestosdeaths per capita than Linco lnCounty from 1968-1997. The .data was compiled from theN a t i o n a l Center f o r H e a l t hS t a t i s t i c s .Asbes to s i s is the scarring oflung tissue from inhalation ofneedle-like asbestos f i b er s . Thed i s e a s e ' s e f f e c t s range from mildimpairment to d i s a b i l i t y andeventual ly death. L i b b y ' sasbestosis deaths are linked tothe former W.R. Grace vermi-cu l i t e mine.The raw numbers are some-what misleading. H e a v i l y popu-lated Somerset County, where . ,the J o h n s - M a n v i l l e Co. manufactured asbestos insulation; had447 asbestos deaths during the 31-year period. S p a r s e l y p o p u l a t -ed Linco ln County, on the other hand, had only 23 documenteddeaths from asbestosis.
See A s b e s t O S l S on Page 6

S t u d y resul t s
The Agency f or T o x i cS u b s t a n c e s and DiseaseR e g i s t r y w i l l shareasbestosis death rate sta-t i s t i c s at the Dec. 14C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r yGroup meeting in Libby.A T S D R h a s beens tudying the death rate inL i b b y a n a l y z i n g d e a t hc er t i f i ca t e s f i l e d with thes t a t e v i t a l s t a t i s t i cbureau.The meeting begins at7 p.m. in the PonderosaRoom at Libby Ci ty Hall.

Asbes to s i s
Continued from Page 1 sis d e a t h rate was 8.8 perBut the rates of death for the 100,000 p e o p l e , whi l e L i n c o l ntwo counties paint a bleak pic- County's was 5.7 per 100,000ture indeed: S o m e r s e t ' s asbesto- p e o p l e . T h a t c ompare s t b theoverall U . S . rate of ju s t 0.29 per100,000 peop l e . :The numbers i n c l u d e anyd e a t h s with the u n d e r l y i n g o fc o n t r i b u t i n g cause o f d e a t hcoded as asbestosis.Other areas with high asbesto-"s i s m o r t a l i t y rates i n c l u d e dS a g a d a h o c C o u n t y i n M a i n e ,J a c k s o n County in M i s s i s s i p p iand Orange County in Texas , allof which had s h i p - b u i l d i n g oper-ations that used high amounts ofasbestos. ' . ' * ; ^ '"In some cases these countie?pop up with high rates and wed o n ' t know exac t ly why," saidFrank H e a d , d e p u t y director o ft h e a g e n c y ' s D i v i s i o n o fR e s p i r a t o r y Disea s e S t u d i e s ." I t ' s there a long wi th a l o t o fother information."The data is the impetus for theagency to s t udy environmentalf a c t o r s that c o n t r i b u t e t oasbestos disease, he said.Current ly, the agency is plan4ning new research to h e l p deter-mine the d i s t r i b u t i o n and con-centration of asbestos contami-nation-in v e rmi cu l i t e producedby various mines and used invarious occupational settings.T h r o u g h s a m p l i n g , f e d e r a lhealth workers can better d e f i n ethe extent of p o t e n t i a l occupa-t i o n a l ' e x p o s u r e , Hearl said.The agency has been involvedin asbestos research in Libby for't h e p a s t t w o d e c a d e s . I n t h e1980s the agency conduc t ed astudy about job-re la t ed exposureand hea l th e f f e c t s among work-ers employed at the Libby mitie,;and shared those f i n d i n g s with'workers and W.R. Grace. !

Grace closed the mine in 1990.Lynnette Hintze is a reporter forthe Kalispell Daily Inter Lake.



To the Edi tor OOO
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P r o j e c t 56 critical of ed i t or ia l broads ide on EPA issue
To the Editor:Mr. Roger Morris has most of theink in this county, but unfortunatelyhe abuses that privilege, by using apoor patterned load for his editorialshotgun. His shot load scatters and isnot in the least accurate. We refer tohis editorial dated Oct. 27.H e states, " I t ' s disingenuous o fProject 56 to bring their anti-federalgovernment agenda to this issuewithout regularly attending the Citi-

zens Advisory Group meetings andpartic ipating in the discussion. Theonly thing they can accomplish withthis type of rhetoric is d e laying theclean up e f f o r t s and extending theperiod of time that residents of thisarea are exposed to harmful materi-als."Mr. Morris missed the clay bird.Our views on the federal governmentwere printed in his paper back inApri l . We have no problem with our

form of government. It is the greatestin the world, past, present and future.It is certain administrations and non-elected bureaucrats who usurp ourrights with whom we differ.You use the term "constitutional-ists" as a dirty word. We are proudto be "constitutionalists." As for thecity council having i l l egal meetings,it is our view that the new city attor-ney is at tempting to keep the councilon the straight and narrow. If they

take his advice the matter will be-come mute.We don't mind your taking pot,shots at us, but go back to the load-ing bench and develop a more accu-rate load. You have a very good andpowerful shotgun at your di sposal ,but it takes good ammunition andconstant practice to become a goodshot. Ken ShortVice-Chair Project 56

Who are we?
To the Editor:We have received many inquiries from citizens wondering just whatProject 56 is all about. We decided the easiest way to inform LincolnCounty residents was to print our mission statement and other thoughts inthe local papers.Mission Statement: To promote the moral, physical, educational andeconomic well being of Lincoln County and the people living here by uti-l izing our natural resources through the empowerment of the Lincoln*'County Government.We support God, the United State s Constitution, Bill of Rights, limitedf ederal government (republicanism), free enterprise system (capi tal i sm)and home rule (local sel f-government); in short, the principles upon whichthis Christian nation was founded. ;We oppose atheism, socialism, racism, collectivism, pluralism, socialengineering, the New World Order and the United Nations; in short, theideologies of tyranny.Focus areas: Individual rights, the right to own and.use private property,m u l t i p l e use of publ i c lands (federal and state), road closures, roadlessareas, mining, ranching, farming, logging, grazing, livestock, hunting,f i s h ing , trapping and water use regulations.Our elected o f f i c i a l s and many other publ i c servants have sworn asolemn oath of o f f i c e . We expect them to abide by and work within thoseguidelines. N o t h i n g more, nothing less. A little more would be nice, butanything less is intolerable.Our meetings are open to all interested citizens. We even welcomemoles. Who knows, they may see the l ight? Interested persons can call usat 293-1356, drop us a line at P.O. Box 387, Libby, MT, 59923, or visitour website, www.project56.org. Our motto is: Obey God, Serve Mankind,Oppose Tyranny. If you have a problem with that you may not enjoy ourmeetings. Ken ShortVice-Chair



UM research f o c u s e s on asbes tos victims
Libby' s asbestos victims will b ea prime concern for research at therecently created Center for Envi-ronmental H e a l t h Science at theUniversi ty of Montana, accordingto the c e n t e r ' s director.Dr. Andre Holian, a toxicologistchosen in July to head the center,' s p o k e with local government o f f i -cials, hospital administrators andasbestos victims Wedne sday viaspeaker phone. H o l i a n had plannedt o tour S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i -, t a l ' s Center f o r Asbe s t o s Related^Disease along with U.S. Sen. MaxBaucus, but bad weather preventedthe two-from making it to Libby.H o l i a n said he has been re-' searching lung diseases for about'. 20 years, e spec ia l ly diseases relat-

ed to exposure to s i l i ca t e s and as-bestos. The study of the asbestossituation in Libby is written intothe mission statement of the newenvironmental hea l th center inMissoula, H o l i a n said.I t ' s a foregone conclusion thatexposure to asbestos has resultedin lung disease among Libby resi-dents, Hol ian said."What we're interested in now ishow we can assist in making thingsbetter," he said.Research at the center will in-clude deve loping techniques forearly detection, diagnos ing p e o p l ewho are part i cularly su scept ib l e toasbestos-related disease and help-ing to d e v e l o p new treatments, Ho-lian said.

One area of study planned forthe center is the relationship be-tween genetic s u s c e p t i b i l i t y andenvironmental exposure in the de-velopment of lung diseases. Anout l ine prepared by the centernotes that while such a link hasbeen recognized for many years,the genes involved have not beeni d e n t i f i e d . Determining genetic el-ements that might confer a greatersu s c ept ib i l i ty to the developmentof lung disease in the Libby popu-lation is l i s t ed as one of the pro-posed studies at the center.Another proposed study is to de-termine why the s p e c i f i c types ofasbestos found near Libby are sopotent in their po t en t ia l to causedisease.



l \)GBaucus agrees to pursue screening s ta t i s t i c s
I Local o f f i c i a l s express concerns about p lanning
vithout ATSDR stat i s t i c s on numbers of p e o p l e

By BRENT SHRUMWestern News ReporterU.S. Sen. Max Baucus p l e d g e d this weeki pressure f e d e r a l agencies to release sta-stics f r o m recent hea l th screenings and>eed up a plan to investigate area homes>r asbestos contamination.P"'«:us had planned to visit Libby

Wednesday but his plane was unable toland due to bad weather. I n s t e a d , the sena-tor spoke over a speaker phone to health-care providers, county o f f i c i a l s andasbestos victims.Local o f f i c i a l s and healthcare adminis-trators are hoping for the t imely release ofdata from screenings conducted by the

Agency for T o x i c Substances and DiseaseRegistry.Close to 7,000 p e o p l e were screened forpo s s i b l e asbestos-related lung diseases.According t o ATSDR o f f i c i a l s , preliminaryf i n d i n g s indicate that around 10 percent ofthose screened may be a f f e c t e d . W h i l ethose p e o p l e whose tests showed abnormal-ities are being n o t i f i e d ind iv idua l ly , actualnumbers have not been released pub l i c ly .Thos e numbers are needed to h e lp p lanfor the future, Lincoln CountyCommissioner J o h n Konzen said.

"We s t i l l don' t have good enough f a c t sto really take and go anyplace with,"Konzen said.The county could begin long-range plan-ning for the medical needs of area residentsif it had that information, CommissionerW i n d o m said."We're kind of working in the dark," shesaid. "We don't have any s tat i s t i c s to workon, and f rank ly time is of the essence."S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l i s working
See S t a t i s t i c s on Page 3

S t a t i s t i c s
Continued f rom Page 1on best guesses, chief executive of-f i c e r Rick Palagi said.- "We're ; guesstimatihg' s t i l l —because we cann't do anything else— that 650 to 1,000 f o l k s , maybemore than 1,000, have or will de-velop some sort of asbestos-relateddisease,," he said.' ' " ' Palag i said A T S D R o f f i c i a l shave indicated that f irm numbersmay not be released until next

June."Off the top, as a layman, thatdoesn't make much sense to me,"
Baucus said.Another concern presented toBaucus involves the Environmen-, t a l Protection A g e n c y ' s p lan t olook into the issue of asbestos con-tamination in area houses. Someinitial te s t s have been c o m p l e t e d ,"but further investigation was givena lower priority than the cleanup offormer W.R. Grace proce s s ing
sites.The cleanup at the former Graceexport plant in Libby, now the siteof the c i ty' s industrial park, i s'nearly f in i sh ed . Work at the former

screening f a c i l i t y at the mouth ofRainy Creek is ongo ing , butG r a c e ' s r e fu sa l t o a l l ow excavatedsoil to be dumped at the formermine site has resulted in a lawsuitin f ed e ra l court. Konzen and coun-ty health o f f i c e r Dr. Brad Blackexpressed concerns that the courtba t t l e is taking EPA resourcesaway from Libby.Black also questioned whetherthe EPA's actions in Libby wil l re-ceive the same high level of sup-port under the next f ed era l admin-
istration.

"The headquarters of the EPA asyou know is a real p o l i t i c a l area,"Black told Baucus.Baucus promised t o - s p e a k - w i t hATSDR o f f i c i a l s about the releaseof screening s ta t i s t i c s and to try toget the EPA to al locate more re-sources to Libby for the investiga-tion of asbestos contamination inprivate homes. Addre s s ing otherconcerns of hospi ta l representa-tives, Baucus also said he wouldmeet with Grace o f f i c i a l s to gaugethe c o m p a n y ' s support for a med-ical trust fund in Libby.
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N O T I C E T O H O M E O W N E R S
The Lincoln County Environmental H e a l t h Department is e s tabl i sh ing a

Registry of Homes in the county that contain Vermicul i t e (Zonol i t e) insulation
The p r o g r a m ' s purpose is to create a database of vermiculite-insulated structures, l i s t i n g the number,location, size and condition of these buildings.
!5fhe information will help;
*V
•&. I d e n t i f y areas where there may be higher risk for asbestos exposure.B. Spo t structures which may need more materials or air sampling. .
jC. I d e n t i f y potential need for additional ambient air monitoring sites.I). Provide baseline information on the scope and size of any future cleanup or removal programs.
•Your part ic ipation will help Lincoln County secure f u n d i n g to conduct home and air sampling. TheRegistry could lead to h e l p for removal or c leanup of in su la t i on , d ep end ing on the results of EPA's•risk assessment.
fjTo obtain a registry form or for answers to your questions concerning the program, contact theLincoln County Environmental H e a l t h Department at 293-7781, ext. 228. Our o f f i c e is located at
418 Mineral Avenue in Libby.



A S K E P A ! !Questions and Answersabout A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Q: W h a t wil l EPA be working on now that the c l e a n u p actions
are be ing shut down for the winter?

A: The a sbe s to s exposure i n v e s t i g a t i o n is b e ing done in phases. EPA is
c u r r e n t l y f i n a l i z i n g p l a n s to do Phase 2 of the Libby site invest igation.
Phase 1 of the inv e s t i ga t i on (all the s a m p l i n g that has taken p l a c e to da t e)revealed t r e m o l i t e a sbe s to s f i b e r s in some s a m p l e s of indoor air, dus t , soil, andin su la t i on . The greatest e m p h a s i s has been p l a c e d on c o l l e c t i o n and analysi s ofair s a m p l e s because i n h a l a t i o n pose s the greates t h e a l t h risk from asbestos.EPA c o l l e c t e d most air s a m p l e s us ing a s ta t ionary air monitor located in thep r i n c i p a l l i v i n g area of the home. The concentrat ion of f i b e r s was e s t imatedu s ing T r a n s m i s s i o n Electron Micro s c opy ( T E M ) . Phase 1 was necessary to
de t e rmine whether there was need for an emergency response in residential
areas in and around Libby.
Phase 2 is i n t e n d e d to measure more s p e c i f i c a l l y any asbestos exposure duringr e s i d e n t s ' routine act ivi t ie s . Phase 2 tasks inc lude:
1) measuring asbes tos l ev e l s in the air when i n d i v i d u a l s are engaged inroutine and spec ia l a c t iv i t i e s in and around Libby i.e., vacuuming, d u s t i n g

working in an attic, gardening, etc.;2) c o m p a r i n g those measurements to d a t a c o l l e c t e d f rom s ta t ionaryair monitors at the same l o ca t i on;
3) a n a l y z i n g the air s a m p l e s by both the TEM and PCM method s in orderto see the r e l a t i o n s h i p between the two;4) d e t e r m i n i n g which t y p e of measurement is most a p p r o p r i a t e ; and5) u s ing the da ta to h e l p assess h e a l t h risk to p e o p l e who engage in the type sof rout ine and spec ia l a c t iv i t i e s inve s t iga t ed during the study.
EPA invi t e s p u b l i c comment on the Phase 2 S a m p l i n g and Qual i ty AssuranceP r o j e c t Plan. The d r a f t P l a n can be f o u n d in the EPA i n f o r m a t i o n center orwith and CAG member. Comment s received by J a n u a r y 1st will be f u l l ycons idered and may be incorporat ed into the f i n a l version of the Plan. EPAhope s to begin s a m p l i n g in early February.
For more i n f o r m a t i o n call:W e n d y T h o m i , Communi ty Invo lvement Coordinator,at 406-441-1150 x241 orDr. Chris Weis, Sci ence C o o r d i n a t o r at 303-312-6671



A W.K., Grace executive has accepted an . m «t.,y...._" r from Gov. isjarc Racicotto fac i l i ta t e i a p r e s i d e i r t l J p' " — ' * a i Protection , ; ; - t h e g W e r n o i ! jg w i t ^ . ^ n m e

pV^ci^<3rac^yie& mer mine site, and barred EPA from dump- _still .capable,^)pr coran sa idh i eSye j ekmed ingthematerial?. i V "iserVing as/£|fcpw^^niti^e., : . Aceprdmg to Grace, access v/as refund areas at t^
lired ^raeef at b̂ur̂  earliest because EPA has hot tested the spiltp'Sden<>rePr^^ptei "Please let tiry poss ible contaminants other Qian'•'., ' ' '• rhent of reclamation that would be unavail-
i i : < ^ n i ' f e ̂ i a i T a J l ^ d - " > ' " : "asbestos. EPA.has f i l e d a l a w s H i J i n a n able i f t h e e^rita îr^d^^" ~~^~ i " ^ i i « ' v « v of ai the attempt tp gain access. , ' niately s h i p p e d ^ t a a h p f t i e r site for^dispos-- • - • " " « A A ..,K;^ x,a ras;6f V ' . a l " ; : ' ' ' , • • ' . . - ; : , ' . : . . ' « : ; : ' . . . : ' • : / ! ' / C • ' - . ' '• ' • - - " 2 - ' U « ! n C T t s t oredat

he EPA to work together on issues , ; mu«w^̂.v ingdi spo sa lo fa sbe s to s-contaminat- ..;• :ing:|j^|aSi\ail at the former Grace mine site, He: ;V^;screipsalso o f f e r e d t o partic ipate in a meeting " J " v ' "
between upper level Grace i
cials. ;

: e d ; 1 i t , i s , ' - : ' . : p n ' P a g e 7• • ' ! ' .

Continued from Page htr%spprl3i|.|^-.soj|||jS||tr

f a t d i s p p l a L a l l ^ r h ' H l J ^ n f ' : ^ ; ;. i'D^ociKi,, w(> ar^ ^t..a);t>oihtS

W h i l e thea ^ ^ g j n g ' J h ^ c l,:•»! plant f*""r̂ •"i f i

man-up p f ; ! t h e screening

ie Vemamihg excavation ana paws?^fe-^^**-»i:®;Si;;i^-i:i*ii.i-i«i;?fiwi*hMF " ' ; R a S e O * » » a U l ' ; ; i n i * " . I1U .wuiiv;.w v<M<y~»y^-~.,.-r--,. r-j^,.....t ;,^ 5" } b^fpre ehristmas, Stringer said. <,his letter.!;In addi t i on t o ^ f r j s i j ] i g |pthe EPA to di spose of^ma^rials a t [ v : ^the mine she, Grace haS barred t h f vagency, from taking cleanup actionson, KDC propert i e s adjacent to|tl»(?:

screening .plant site. Alan Strihger,G r a c e ' s repre sentat ive i n L i b b ' y ,said th e company ha s o f f e r ed ' t oclean lip those sites; with the pve^sight of the EPA but has notreceived a r e s p o n s e f r o m the
agency.



/^*>j i d j « ? 0 - 6 . 6 ' . . ' ; " : • . " • ' ' • " ) 'Parkers h a v e n ' t gotten wealthy or taken care of by Grac|
To the Editor:We have been approached ond i f f e r e n t occasions by f o l k s whohave heard that we made a settle-ment with W.R. Grace. Apparen t lythese p eop l e f e e l we have gained avery significant sum of money;F a l s e rumor. .Unfor tunat e ly we are s t i l l theParkers who have not been reim-bursed for loss of personal, busi-

ness or real property, We have notsigned an agreement with Grace orthe EPA in terms of what you seeas ybu,drive by our property on- Montana Highway 37. We are ju s tlike you f o l k s , trying to make a goof it until the clean-up is completeand we can get back on our feetand get on with our l i f e .The clean-up on our property, was designated as of "Immediate

Concern" and the restoration of ourland was originally scheduled to becompleted by Oct. 30. T h i s as youare aware of is hot going to h'ap-
. P e n- ' ' ' " ' . - ' ' • • • . . " ' ' . ' . ' 'We have heard rumors of ourgood fortune and yant to thankthose who initiated them. Everyonein l i f e has fantasie s and ; for tunate lyfor us you have fulfilled ours be-yond put wildest dreams. But re-

member these are j u s t . fThe fac t s arerW.R.jQrac§^lid
not purchase our land'nor eonipe,%|sate u s f o r a n y o f the, R a j h t r f e ' , . ' . • ' * ,Nursery business. Nor did th|y |u$|chase the home We are liviiii| in'.; Nor the vehicles we are drivihg.For those who, have initiatedthese rumors I sincerely hope you :J$now know the true f ^ c t e . : ; ; ; : : : ; ; ' j 1 1

Mel and Lerah Parke>

People outside of Libby care about what is happeniiig
To the Editor:As most of you" know, I grew upin the great town of Libby, Mon-tana.I graduated from Libby SeniorHigh in 1981. And then moved toCali fornia whiere: I reside todayi , ;;

. n ••• all -haV£ jCalif^iesfcra d i l emr f ta; tha t hasf|>lajgiie| §

misthas gone oh for sb Tofrom ,811 of us. W.R. Gracef e held aee6unt4jbletibns.: And I ;belieVe; thattlte;:b'fiij$;'^

way we can do this is to reach outto other communities all'over thecountry for support. And my mis-sion in life now is to get this infor-mation out to as many communitiesas possible.
;i;; r^Jie,ye -what we need to do is(Cdia, such as newspa-i p n , radio, etc. I ' v e spo-[$-#$ti$jjjif experts on the sub-f h e f eJ| i i ig |a l i f orn ia and they 'vea l i i ;g iy e j); f t i i e) th e same answer; gotothe media%rid get as much exposureas possible, ;Then, and only then,;i.will1 the iwpnderful p eop l e of W.R.§Grace:irici:;realize that the p e o p l e of<: j i j bby are:iti6t f o o l e d by their emptytlompassion for the citizens of our' c o m m u n i t y .

I love Libby, Montana, and hopeto sonieday soon move back to thatstate, 'And I just want everyone toMow that you all jiave the supportof peop l e , that care enough to listen.My employer has graciously donat-ed ribbph for your support cpmmit-rtee. His nime is Mike S u p p e and herepresents the Loss Prevention De-partment at Michaels RDC., in:Lan^^caster, C a l i f . J have several co-workers that are wi l l ing to wearthese ribbons in support of the f inepeople of Libby. "People do care,they just need to be told of the dev-astation that is occurring in my •,.hometown.. :; ^ . . . , - 'T h i s is my way of saying we're

but here and we're, behind Libbyevery slep of the way. Until WiR; fiGrace is held accountable, we willnot rest. Keep Up ;the great workand please send me as much infor-"mation asyowtan, so I can coritiue to spread the word iri local and |1joi]g city n e w s p a p ' e r s across C a l i f o r - pnia..- ' ' ' ' . • ' ' " • ' • ' . ' ' , : \ . ' • 'Thank you for giving me this opportqnity to share my thoughts on ||this awful situation. Our prayers af$jwith everyone in Libby. :* fJamie MacDonaU.:". ' ; . ' • • • • . . ^ . ' • ; ' S w a r t ^ e l d e j^ R o s a m o n d , ' C a l i lP.S. Please send me any new infor-mation at , 'Blondebomber3680@cs.coin. . ^
' • . . ' . . • . • • " ' . f e



program tests 6,075 peop l e
RAY STOUT- Western News ReporterIn a four-month period, the med-ical screening program for asbestos-re lated d i s ea s e ran 6,075 p e o p l ethrough the breathing test and chestX-ray s£?isaid Myrna L u n d y , s i tecoordMabir/That's more than twice the 3,000people ihe federal Agency for ToxicSubstances and Disease Registryestimated would take part.Thursday, Nov. 2, was the f inalday for? the te s t ing program, whichbeganihity 5 in a new, modu larb u i l d i n g - b e s i d e the Prompt Caremedi ca l c l in i c . T h e . p r o g r a m wasde s igned to i d e n t i f y p e o p l e whomay have problems due to inhaling

asbestos from a former vermiculitemine near Libby. .Asbe s to s , an invis ible mineralfiber, is known to cause damage tolungs and lung linings.Counting the 7.0 peop l e tested inElko, Nev., in late October, 6,145people participated in the screening,Lundy said.The Nevada testing was launchedbecause a concentration of •formerLibby res idents moved there insearch of mining jobs a f t e r the W.R.Grace mine shut down in 1990.The overall test data is to h e lpi d e n t i f y peopl e with,asbestos-related'heal th problems as well as i d e n t i f yexposure pathways by which p eop l ecame in contact with the asbestos

contaminated vermiculite.The end of testing for the yearbrings an end to the most visiblephase of the Libby CommunityEnvironmental H e a l t h P r o j e c t .ATSDR has targeted January fori s suing a formal report. That willsummarize the .preliminary informa-tion for the f ir s t 3,000 peop l e whohad X-rays and lung-function tests,and discuss the number of abnor-malities found.. The testing personnel will moveout of the f a c i l i t y by N o v . 14,Lundy said.T e s t part i c ipant s are to receivetheir individual results in the mailabout three months af t er they weretested.

M cleans vermiculite from yards in Minneapolis
• More homes targeted
for d f e a i i i i p next spring

Workers' f rom the EnvironmentalP r o t e c n b ' n A g e n c y c o m p l e t e dremoving a s b e s t o s - con tamina t edsoil earlier th i s month f rom 21nor th ea s t^Minneapo l i s hontes;, '

v e r m i c u l i t e proce s s ed at theWestern Mineral Products Co. plantthat operated f r om the 1930sthrough late 1 980s processing ver-miculite from the Libby mine intoZ o n o l i t e insulation. A "free rock"p i l e made material available to thep u b l i c at the pl<ant: The Star--Tribune reported that- neighbors •••used the material.as a sand substi--' "'six5 to '18 inch-es of fqpSoii ' i from gardens, f l owerbeds ' i j i n ' d . unpaved dr ivewaysreplacing.' it : with clean soil or grav-el, the,;iiieWspaper reported.The Contaminated soil is from•"h;'*'.' ' '.

Cleanup is expected in the springon the properties at two dozen morehomes. .The newspaper story reportedthat the 'EPA has had contact with322 property owners in northeast

Minneapolis and inspected soil at200 properties.)- Whi l e the EPA is concentratingon r e s i d e n t i a l ' p r o p e r t y , the State ofMinnesota is taking charge of thec leanup at the former process ingp l a n t , reported the Star-Tribune .The residential cleanup is expectedto cost $600,000 and: is being,.fUad-ed through stte Super fund progranj,;~ whieh' Wfflitty^to; i f e e t W B T ' i ^ s & % ^ *the po l lu t ion source at a later date.In addition, state health o f f i c i a l sexpec t to conduct a communityexposure investigation with hopeso f receiving f e d e r a r f u n d i n g ; tpcover costs.



>%;
A S K E F A I !' Questions and Answers***$ .' about Asbestos and EPA's Investigation

j Q: I've heard that Linco ln County is d e v e l o p i n g a registry ofvermiculite insulated honae sKand structures in pur county.
; \Vhat b e n e f i t will there be for me.to put my name on this list?

^Ai The p r o g r i n i ' s purpo s e is to create a database of vermieulite-:insulated structures, l i s t i n g the number, location, size andcondition of these bui ld ings;
The in fbrmat ion will help:
A* I d e n t i f y areas where there may be higher risk for asbestos •; exposure. : ' . _ . - - • - ' : • : • ' • - . - . • ; ; ' • ' . • . . • • ' - ; ; . . " . . ' • • . ' . ; • - • •^. S p o t structures which may need more materials or air s a m p l i n g'C. I d e n t i f y i n g potential need for addi t i onal ambient air monitoring
; ; ' " :

: ' . s i t e s . . • • • r ' . , . ; ; • • ' . . . ; : ' . • ' • . . " . - - . . . ' : • ' : ' . . . - ' • • . " • ' • ' • • ' . . ' . ; . . . . • • , ' ; ' - • ' 'JD. Providing baseline i n f o r m a t i o n on the scope and size of any f u t u r e .,c l eanup or removal programs. % /
Your par t i c i pa t i on will h e lp Linco ln County secure f u n d i n g to Conducthome and air sampl ing. The registry could lead to help for removal orc l eanup of insulat ion, d e p e n d i n g on the results o f EPA's risk assessment.
To obtain a registry f o rm or for answers to your questions concerning theprogram, contact the Linco ln County Environmental H e a l t h Departmentat 293-7781 *xt. 228. Their o f f i c e is located at 418 Mineral Ave. in Libby.

Y o u i ^ » a ^ ' a l s o contact E P A ' s ^ C p m r n m i i t y Involvement Goordinator,' ' ' • ' " : ' • ' ' ' ' ^ • ' ^ • • ^ • ' : - : - w



Byl^0Ei l]VI(ORRIS
v W e s t e r r i N e w $ Publisher „Designation of Libby as a medica l lyinderserved community is being pursueds part of the e f f o r t to expand local healthare services, local and state o f f i c i a l s saidi s t wveek dunhgith^ Citizens Advisory ' , .x neeting,

i v & i j v - ' p r ' i £ • ' • " ' . X T : ? -
• . -f\t W ' •••Tf i *% : , - '"^ .•;|ifi%|^:tlllif;v.., ,

spare,:^ a s ^ s t e s / ' e X p o ^ I l ^ ^.^ij^fei^il^ls^^'^^^.^ancetMtnie^ .• .\ .i;fe^^^.^jg^i^;.l?P^grt^f l l M ^ f e f t ^ ^-; •:; Ti.^/i^pSgl^ll^lpS^^^ ^^;:•sfelirtl^flna;feMH^r%H^•tn1t20 iaercerit* •
s | i f i s ferilb|$I|ps

:"f M i k e ' S p e n c ^ ^ n i e ^ M r o f f i p ^ • ; ^ : :,^;/^0ni6^p^e^^ustjgemng^yj)nspwa:;^:^;,Tw?nV4l^i i ' t i lpp^ter ^ ; i V « i i t i a i ' i i W i i i t 4 : ' ' d ' * ^ 1 f - : i ^ i ^ ' ^ M S ^ ^ ^ ' ' j | ^ ' . : ' . ' • " ' ^ : . ' • ' ' / • ; ' ' ' ' : ' . " " ' • • ' • " - ; ' ' ' ; ' ' ; : '

linsur-
r n e n g . • : ; ; , v . - , , ••-. . . . ' , • • ; ; - • ; •^..-:^ ^^.:v^,;i;^,svp--^ ;

^;^^esignation''is:the'fiirst,step,ift;the • . :^:ini<}|ji^;t!<»^^rorlSnity receiving^ ^t h i i E a d . ' ; i t ; h o ^ ' i h c j i a d i n g ^ o p l e ' ^ ^ ) i i j t a ^ r ^ Pa]agi;said;||efr«ce?s^^!d^. . .r s l la iedd'r seas^a:. ; . : ' " r . - T ;^,/^.;^ :; :;- ;:'^;;aiid^;Ii^ ' • • ' . ' :-/ :niedieal- iufldersferved^^^ ^ A g ' e n y f o r ' T i o . S - ' - - 4 . ; . ' • • • • • . - • ' 4 , • ' - • • • • ' i ^;.-&>?^ • '
ealth center, said Rick Palagi, CEO anddministrator a t S t . J o h h ' s L,utherari[ospital in:.LibbyY ; "that designation could bring a "chunk of d . : |»P^ l :p^e6p i e ! par- ' , ; ; ' ' , ' ' i ^ ia iw ld i s l s a s^w fu , . . . . . , . ^-^- .^- . : - . - ,^^ . , - . .. ..- , • • ' ' ; - % ' ' . ' ( " W ' ^ i ' ' : | y ; " S : : ; : " ' ' f • ' • i ' ; 7 ! . - ' - ' T ' . ' . '

Designatipii-^-
Continued from Page 1 \ ,takes 6-18 months but L i | b y ' s-plication has been put oh a ; f a s t1 :• o f ? 0 d a y s y ; •; ; f • • ; -h ît we cari a|piy

-"" ationf^Odce wê
for a federa

i i * ' i i i i 4 ^ § ' • ' • ' i : ' ^ ^ ^ J i ^ ! ^ ^ ^ i p * l f ^ : ' >

Sucil a healthHcenter could lie aseparate physical plant f r o m ) theexisting hospital or the .services cartbe incorporated within the eastingmedical community with the addi-tion of some space and personnel. ' ;

saidj,ib>y^can,shape it^s :,.ihcludfed:

without;, ^;vx;

^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ 1 % ^ ; ^ ^ ^ ' ' ^ ^ ' ' . . : i - ; lu^tu^uiciBnmuwa^iwepsori:a..^./v.^^^i^^-"^^-'l^^.-P;|l:btfg^^..ftejb4- ;6vejr^ip0miiurir|^totor ?̂ .: • ; > ' . • - , . •.*^^v-"^^^rrAT^^^sfe^tiy§, said;inb;t" , '•"•-: ; f b r ^ a l i s i o r i ^ ' ^ m e d i o a t ' s e r -; A . • - • . . • - . ' , - . . / . . • . . : , • . . . • • • .^'^f^T^^.^^ V i e e ) s - ' ' i t t ^ l | J b ^ i 4 ; P , k j l a % i . ; s a i d i t h e . r e •f^gency|ihd the A^S13R4re 6̂>k̂  ^ . v ( ^ : i f e i r i B ^ ; ! j i p ' i ^ s ; ' ^ ^ i i t f c : - : s t i t e.mg; :̂:_.be|t they;::cah' ; ivi^
t | | limitations |laced^ :^fl;.Jfp:;^^ . < ; ' • ;

""̂^̂ ^̂ •̂̂  -^l^md^g^^^^m^^^gg^^l^^^gg^^^glf^l^^^g^——-—————



o f f e r sto
communities

A fede i ra l ly:r funded programbased at Montana 'Tebh 4n;ButtecouldvR?Q>^fe ithe local communitywith:interpretation of the technicalissues facing it in the vermiculitecleanup and pollution, v VKevin Mel lo t t , assistant projectmanager: for the Technica l

o f t h i f p r o g r a m ' s services duringthe C i t i z e n s [ A d v i s o r y G r b u j i meet-ing last week. : ;; ; v"We're riot going to comeiirilandsay •'tms^^ ; ^l^^yqia<-shot i i i$ : --'dO:orthis is what you s h o u l d h ' t do,"Mellot t said: "We breakdown othera e o p i e ' s reports and present it. WeInterpre t the data so it is under-standable." :• .P r e s e n f l y J ' i h e r e are two locationsin the Libby area where, cleanupe f f o r t s are ^under way to removeasbestos contaminated vermiculiteleft b e h i n d ' % W.R. Grace from itsformer, vermiculite mine and pro-ce s s ing p l a n t . Grace closed themine in 1990 and finished disman-t l ing its operations by 1992.M e l l o t M s a i d TOSC would pro-vide fundamental science informa-tion, interpret reports and summa-rize them,1 c l a r i f y the regulatoryprocess and provide site s p e c i f i cinformation. ; •.



SE"S^p^^li^^;.^

|̂ |||pll|. lii^i^l^^l^
fc^lfR^^^

pl e . f t o j t f a^^P^'smallsairiplihlg:ih t h^Libby^a sb e ' s t o^^ '•«'• \•'•%' ' • ' - , V ' ' . ' • • - : . ' ^ a i l i n ^ n l l s v ^ ^ ^ n ^ p l ^ ^ i ^ ^ f w ^ r ^\icals.Q|eevning:progran> l i w e ; ' : b e e r i - r e f e r e e d ^f o r ' f ^ j r M e r ^ v a l u a t i o n ^ ^ a ' i d ' ^ f f e d ^ ' • v : ' : r " • ^ • - ' • • ^ ^ • • ' ' - ^ • - "•:•"c i a l W e d n e s d a y n i g j i t ' ; ' " ' '
.:x-r4̂ *̂ ;̂ aiî  ŷi'ung abnormalities^ pdehing pf the wall of the lung.. r ^ jjtn^disatreoricerh?,;, . K 'nKtUties pVplSeura l^ i c j? e i i i

•, .̂̂ .....̂ Wf ^..^jt^fej^.^^ Lybarger 'e.j(;plained;that ATSlpt1,,

^l$jy^j^
'" • " ^ i m V A ' « l ^ W ' « W ' : - v - < " . ' i ^ ' « * « r l i ' W : i ' * i , ; > / > » 1 C ; ' ' ! * » ' . l l ' i W . « « i l r * * C i i ' ^ n ";>-,' £. A 1 •'£*;' n M'*K !n ! «• 4 ' w ^ H«*4>M ' *vr!*t* . ff - f\ f f f l f '^̂ 1$$?!̂  w.ith: 5,9|̂* ' ' '• îh];^^^;fê i|p |̂̂  ofOct ij.t^J$^^ . 'Si^-fi' - '

J^ybarger \yiU' have a vyrit< j | j ( repott <j|tfte" sb^st()^r'(&i^id?!||i^^ irilfahuary, " • . - . .^;;j(]j3ibi?^^ "The written report will fod|»;!S^^b^ êiSic||§ |̂̂  o ^ p i r b y i ^ i n g ' ^ b u . t h i ' c p m m ^ n i l j f , : •been ' v C l O i s * d ' . - . : ' | S f e ; ? p | t o ' ^ s t a r t ; ' ' d b j i n g ^ h e ; a i t h ^ c ^ r e ^ ' p ' l a | ^ : ' ;^^ ningj" he said. A detailed analysj s .iNi|!^ will haye to^Ayiit until ' ab0 t f tFebruary beciiii^B ATSDR is i s t i l j' - ' v ' : : ' ' ', .p e op l e are factored in the percent- Local, state and fe;deral medica^age of p e o p l e needing additional o f f i c i a l s have been estimating thatevaluation wiH f l u c t u a t e up arid 10-15 percent of the pepp!0 irt tb"' d o w n . V Libtiy medical screenings ' . p . F p ' g r j j i |' "It 4<>es : g | y ? ' ^ . f tn^in^H.ng tf !̂11 b^ !^^ lf>1? e ; su fpBrinwhat we sire s tar t ih j r t o i final,'' h*i ah asbestos-related disease;



i l e t & F S t l e ^ ^
To the Editor.I f ind th6 l e f t e r ; f r o m the countycommissioners published in f/ieWestern News o f f en s ive to me, thevictims of asbestosis and the voters

. - . - . — — - : ,-,,,:-,.,,..,..- v^-,...ji|Ply*, V ;thank Mr. Baueus and Mr. Burns formeur effiSris in4heir monetary help.for the community. This is f ine andMr.;Baucus h^ truly helped, buti4 ?;?
million for a;hew v^gifor ^etholii-"^pital and $8 million f o r t h e EDC touse as they wish, has not helped the
. Mr, Crismore,;th ejs^thead of the cojnmittee lias publicl^stated that none of the money willgo for victims' relief or cleanup. Mr.Crismpre was also asked by the vic-tims if someone from their group

serve onoversee the spending of the money.This was denied also.We know the position of Mr.Crismore and Burns arid other elect-ed and se l f-appointed leaders of this' community arid state. Mr.;BipjS c%sponsored the Fairness in Asbestos
bailout for the asbestos companiesi a group

$ \ y • ' • • ; 'f o u g h t l h e bill, wiS;ffie Senate ver-sion shelved. Only then, did Mr.Bdnis %i^|pftheibill, but publiclysupports the House version of thebill. His refusal..to even met withthis delegation in Washington, D.C.,is not a sign of someone who' wasvoted in to represent all of the peo-ple of Montana. Is this a sign of a <

I f ind it o f f en s iv e that the com- bing mess cleaned up. 1. well throw in our local news' media;missioners refer to me outside medi- busu^esseonimunity and Chambera ' s repbrtmg o f tiie siti^pii sisjdegrading to the community • an<t •causing a lack of touriiim- ; V^ibut -the outside media, this problenl»/ould have never come to light; Th^elocal media, the elected o f f i c i a l sWithin Montana, didn't iseenvta •think it was aare \ve number I

1 would:the self-serving ^gotisti
concerngetting this corporate,

it • s iuji& that tii^y sing about the dead and sick and 'dying trees and start thinking pb

ityx^^ .
:ffi$'&'&&$$' m. ..iib^iiiajs;:^;^^



• 7Blue ribfeoii s
. By Laura S e d l e rAs a f a c i l i t a t o r of the S u p p o r t Group forI n d i v i d u a l s I m p a c t e d by -Asbestos I V e ; b e e n ^aske^d by that'grotiffto jwr i t e a shbrt pi0Ce|oJ t fi"let p eop l e know what this is about." ^^Jv j|;Y o i i ' v 0 l ike ly seen some b l u f e r i b b q i | S ; ' , i f | ! > iaround town since the Conference on i | s b?St6s t 'that was held here in September. That l f ^ | i ;was begun by women in the support .:gr.o"up|;jii|||in the past weeks they 've taken more ribb^sil^around town, asking local businesses to d i sp laythem, encouraging p e o p l e to wear a ribl^inl^sM. Why?, you might ask. . "'' ... . ", |Wlf t |• Most of us are aware, as the screening let |jil^' :

; go put, that the; number of p eop l e •kriowti •t̂ .-:S*have asbes tbsrrelated i l l n e s s i s g r a d u a l l ^ ' r a ? " 'ing. We're aware too that each of those num-bers represents not only ah i h d i v i d u a l ; ; v y i t h ; ' d i s ^ ,easc j but that i n d i v i d u a l ' s f a m i l y , f r i end s;; Xp-i;!- •employers and co-workers^ Each IndiyidUal'sS Ji l l n e s s impac t s in turn the church -group, thebowling league, the organizations p e o p l e vol-unteer for, and the stores they shop at.Asbestos exposure -one way or another . '-7has impacte^l everyone, every business, andevery organization in our community. No ti jauter where you come down along the continuumof blame, r e spons i b i l i ty , and who should pay

d j s s e . many ' p f t f t e s e pelt)^in line behind you at

'jfjj ^ - - . . .' r i f e b , p t t ^ h j ( ^ i | ^'
b!eii<$;tiia^ti£s^?ip$ii$p;^

?<! iplufe:ribbon says: <we hi f i i bby iafe^aiidut ;̂̂*f l o s s e s asbestos exposure has caused in so many.;:witj^;jtaajrtyj| t*^^ Agreement o h ' t l i i i s ^ h e ^ p p ^ n ^ i i n a y l ^' ^ l l ^ a j i i i d l a ^ ^^fA&'-te i foki 'Swshius t n e v^brkofar t hidden in the des t i 'ue t idn.; (^
Please consider pinning o n a blue ripbbri, • ' ' $ £

„, . , . . , , , •...:,. ,..,,. ,v, ;... ....... ......,.,.,,....„„,,,„,,.,..,.,„,. . ; :^d: shbwing;^ip i4r ; s 'u^ j^ ir t ' | br^ sbe s t o^^e r ' a ' h d " f i n d sOlutibns. L i b b y ' c ^ * ^ ' ' K i i i i i i r r i n .1̂ :> • ' / > i « f ^ « Qafjio*>-9t> v»nt->^*,7t».>i«^ i C r ^ s / T ^ ^ ^ w r i / S i W ' . ' ^ v
we put in place a foundat ion to work i E r o n i L ;The p o l i t i c s of asbestos exposure w i l l bewith us for a long time; the s u f f e r i n g of those.: whose, health has bijieri comprorhised >Vill be'witotus'.^nSoj^gfsi f i Blue; ribborts |ri^ir^mlndus that there ar e^peop l e behind those numbef s ,

/ A i e ' s u p p o r t g r o u p ' f o r i n d i v i d u a l s i m p a c t e d : t > yasbestos, she is a medical social worker atStA•,John's Lutheran Hospital and including thejt&i',Community HealtMine, a monthly series of':-^educational articles that appear in The'• j;•••^q^;.
concerns.



Special to the News. Candidates in key Montana po l i t i ca l races p l e d g e d ,their support to asbestos victims, in response to a queryfrom Libby residents about how they would handle the
asbestos-related legislation.Libby activist Gayla Bene f i e ld , whose parents diedfrom asbestos disease linked to exposure from the for-mer-^fc Grace vermiculite mine hear L i b b y j wrotethe letter signed by more than 200 Libby residents.Since the l e t t er went out to candida t e s last week,Montana A F L - C 1 O labor organiza t i on s and theNational Association of social workers have joined hercause.- • - , ' ' • ' . - " • " V - . ' • ' " ' • - . • • • •B e n e f i e l d ' s letter asked candidates i f t h ey ' l l take pol i t i- .cal contributions from the asbestos industry and howthey stand on the pending Fairness in Asbestos
Compensation ActDemocratic congressional candidate Nancy Keenansaid taking campaign money from the asbestos industryis "morally wrong.", : ; '•- ^"Please be assured that I have npt and wHbnotacceptany poli t ical c o n t r i b u u ' o n s ; f r o m the asbestos industry ortheir allies," Keenan said in a letter to> Berie f i e i c l ia !

K e e n a n ' s opponent, Republican Dennis Rehberg, d i d n ' taddress the pol i t ical contribution question; His cam-
^ip«uign-ifcaiiJ^rA^v, make sure the U^S;,finYirp^entel;|>^^"continues to do its job m cleaning up the environnieintthere. - "-"• : : - . • • ' . ' . . " : L . , ; " ; ;:;:^"Denny has aLready said on numerous occasions that hewants to make sure that victims are j u s t l y compensat-ed," Mikkelsen said, adding that Rehberg favors allow-ing victims to sue for punitive damages. ".Democratic U.S. Senate candidate Brian Schwe|tzertold Libby residents he wouldn't take contributions •from the asbestos industry. But there's an ongoingdebate with his opponent, incumbent Republican'• Conrad Burns, about how much each has received incontributions from asbestos-related entities.Schweitzer claims Burns has taken more than $500,000*frond the asbestos industry, including $157,000 in directs

See Candida t e s on Page 8

C a n d i d a t e s — -
Continued from Page 1
contributions and the rest in indirectdonations from trade associationsand other a f f i l i a t e s that would bea f f e c t e d by the outcome of asbestoslegis lation: '.B u r n s ' c a m p a i g n spokesmanDick Wadhams claimed Schweitzerhas a c c e p t e d $ 135,000, l a r g e l yf r o m trial lawyers who stand togain f i n a n c i a l l y from asbestos l i t i -gation. :

Democratic gubernatorial candi-date Mark O ' K e e f e said h e h a s n ' treceived any contributions from theasbestos industry. ."All Montanans deserve a gover-nor who w i l l work for Montanaf a m i l y interests, not special inter-e s t s / ' O ' K e e f e said."The situation in Libby is a-goodexampl e why Montana needs anindependent governor."' R e p u b l i c a n gubernatorial candi-date Judy Martz has not yet-repliedt o Bene f i e ld ' s letter.S e v e r a l c a n d i d a t e s r e i t e ra t edtheir oppo s i t i on tp the Fairness inAsbestos Compensation Act, a feii-eral bi l l that didn' t muster enoughsupport to pass.Burns >yas a c p - s p p q s p r of the

b i l l but in March wi thdrews p on s or sh ip , s a y i f l g th e"hopele s s ly mired in^ controlAt the time, he said he*d WOT_..authors of a similar House bill ^push for stronger penalties for o|panics that d o n ' t make g o o d - f as e t t l ement o f f e r s to asbestostims. He also pushed for punitdamages , strict and e n f o r c e a btime l i m i t s for p a r t i c i p a n t s inadminis trative-claims process, aa provision allowing victims to i jceed to court wuliout mediation^S c h w e i t z e r said i t ' s , . . K"stand up to W.R. Grace and h|them accountable for their actic"I would take every oppor t i_to explore the evidence of the dat^-.gers of asbestos and consider a is i m i l a r to the ban in maiEuropean countries," Schwei t:said.Keenan to ld Benefield sheurge-the J u s t i c e Departmentinvestigate pos s ib le criminal;ty ,by Grace executives "who 1 _,singly exposed mine workers £§the ir f a m i l i e s t o f a t a lasbestos."



.6
Asbestos Medical Screenings

at
. . .Westeni News Reporter .Seventy former Libbyrarea residents, aboutone for every 83 tested in Libby, went t f irough. ' • t h e screening f o r asbestos-related diseases i nElko, Nev^Jast week, accprdihg to theiCibbyscreening site coordinator." • Witiety three people had registered, a rate oft, said Myrna Lundy^ho overseesof the Libby Community

;5*lSie project o f f e r sa breathing test andchest X-rays. I t ' s alarge-scale e f f o r t todetermine the extentof disease caused byasbestos, a mineral;. f iber unearthed at aiformer vermiculitemine near Libby.•• The diseases have, no known cures andinclude asbestosis,mesothelioma, cancerof the lungs, lung lin-ings and other can-cers.The 70 peopl e test-ed in Elko bring thetotal number of peo-

661 am90 percentConf identthat weare goingto goalcove£000peopl etested, f f
Myrna Lundycoordinator

pie participating inthe screening process to 5,912 through Sundaynight, Lundy said. Appointments in both areastotaled 6,873, ;;"
 :

Elko, was chosen as a second testing sitebecause many former Libby residents;nbw livethere. Families from Libby moved to the JEfljoarea in search of mining jobs af t er the Graceoperation closed in 1990.The Elko testing was held Monday throughSunday, Lundy said. Results will be mailed toindividuals as die coordinating organisation, the
etrmines tiie isxtent^Sf j f t econtainination from the Libty mine. J

To the Editor:A «-/>/«*»nt
TCajun James,coromissioner,

curate an ^statements
respond- . Q ld not seemrmally it WP"' dif etly to a

sent out byfor county
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leadingus to

where the foi

the nmissioner

n ***-.rlaw require:
county receton county roibe used to suservices or ol

For deca<county comcareful in theenue. Overtreserve hasThis reservethe principal
cannp.bthe i thansv
federal lavy«earnings t o f c

p o r t o f c o u nthese invest
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ASK EJ>A*^*Questions and Answers :about Asbes tos a iM SPA'S Investigation
Q: W h e n can we expect the Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry to report on the result s of asbestos medical
t e s t ing now underway in Libby?

I A: November 2000 - As individual results are sent tp part i c ipant s ,the Agency for ^Coxic Substances and Diseasefte^isti^ ^^iSlJIiJ ^U
begin providing upda t e s on the number: of^^percentage of individuals "v̂ th abnormal ^es^r^sults. BeiSa^e ê$eu p d a t e s will be based on increasing numbers of respondent ***-

^percentage of abnormal result smay change over time^ Preih]l in format ior i will be presented at tlie l^veiribjer 1 Community
Advi sory Q p p u p meeting. >

J a n u a r y 2001 - ATSDR will issue thê |̂|p-m^ rejioi-t
summarizing preliminary informat ion ir6^tl||0rst 3,00(fc

• p a r t i c i p a n t s receiving x-rays and lung luncl ib j i l i t e^I -will contain i n f o r m a t i o n on the number of^bnormali t i t
* ' ' ' . ' • , • ' ' . ~ . ' ' " ' ' • - " • " . • • " . ' • ' - • ' ' " " ' ' ^ ' '•''"": 7 t ' ' • ' ,J u n e 2001 - ATSDR will release summarizing d a t a gathered^

f r om all r e spondent s who par t i c ipa t ed in the medical testing
program.
For more in format i on callATSDR, Dan Holcomb at 1-888-42-ATSDR

lost touch v^ith Montana
^3kj*heEditor: : ; ' . ' ' •:^G81 back to 19!88. Remember, when then candidate Burns assocUated Senator John Melcher's senior-ity as a Washington, D.C.,pol i t i-e jan whohad lost touch with :Montana. Now Senator Burnswants Montanans to associate hisseniority in the Senate as somethingthat is "good" for Montana. HeWould like us to forget that hepromised to be a two-term senator.He f l a t lied to us. There is no other«l§dclasion.to i

Burns has accepted $500,000 fromcorporationsi who deal in asbestos.:"No wonder Burns has co-sponsoredor supported their legislation. Withthat kind; of money these corpoja-tions, such as W.R, Grace, canexpect a return on investment fromBums. • ' . ; ' ' . \ v ' - . . " . ' " . . ' . ; : . , :; (Grace has already ki l l ed tun-dreds in Libby and the number willmost undoubtedly, be in the tens of.thousands across this nation asBurns jus t continues to rake in their;



^Friday, October 27, 2000 Libby, Montana

• Peronard responds toProject 56 laccusations
B y B R B f l T S H k U MWestern News ReporterThe director of the EnvironmentalProtection Agency's) cleanup operations inLibby has refuted accusations that EPAactions are exposing the publ i c to increasedlevels of airborne ^asbestos contamination., At issue, is' a recent newspaper advertise-ment by "I'rbject 56," a local group thathas been critical of state, local and f ederalgovernment agencies on a wide range ofissues, The group contended that the EPA's

statement that the community is riot being• exposed to dangerous levels of contamina-tion caused by the cleanup is "untrue, fie-tibn, fantasy^ ^fabrication"' : ; : •'_': \: . ; i > a : t i ] L ; ] r ' ^ f l i ^ y i E J ^ :

tor, said cleanup operations have reduced ;faee f a c i l i t i e s
: mouth^ .'-. "What y ^ o u ' v ^ g ' b i t - t c j ^ h ^ : ^- ' 6 ' : ^ ^

Project 56's advertiseiniiejtit^the fac t that some fibers have been detected

mMe} cleanup area, Peronard said,•;: :,.^if -igptir^s :the fact that there were fiberst h e f e 4 n f f nobody was doing anything toCjbiitirpi them before the cleanup work," he' ' .. .ikrvf I; pf exposure1 to asbestos, :Vrorker-protectipn standardshave been s^t at ,10 fibers per cubic cen-tini,eter pf air. Before cleanup started at the;;i|dusiiEria|parlc, leve&as high as .009 fibersf ^p^riox^ire de t e c t e i l lar ipund the area's! perimeteit i , and mdo^r sampl ing found up to; ;Sb2;,fibeES petcc, Perpirjard said.v "You:can'tjust l e a v & i t there because
See EPA accused on Page 8

LWestem N

EMtect i sed
Continued from Page 1there's exposure," he said. "Weteew that; that's why we; Started thecleanup."

S i n c e work began, the highestreading around the perimeter hasbeen .002 f ibers per cc."It wasn't there the next day,"/

idav 27, 2C

Peronard said, "What i V r e a l l y
SJfjg/,8 w® f ound a Hbe i t in the

' ' ! • Elevated l eve l s p f ' airborneasbestos have been found inside thebuddings at the industrial park dur-ing cleanup work, Peronard said
That actually is a very expected

result," he said.
Dust-cbntrol e f f o r t s associatedwith the cleanup have been e f f e c -tive in keeping f ibers from spread-ing atod reducing the public's expo-sure t o ' a s b e s t o s f iber s , Peronardsaid. W h e n . w e ' r e done, we willhave eliminated it," he said.
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Clean it up
One of my favor i t e statements, u sual ly made by uncar-ing bureaucrats involved with environmental c leanups, is"the best technology we have."T h a n k f u l l y I haven't heard that yet from Paul Peronard,on-scene coordinator for the Environmental ProtectionAgency, about the asbestos cleanup.Instead Peronard is taking the po s i t i on of 'why take achance?' And that b e n e f i t s this community in the longrun.Back in the late 1980s, a representative of the Depart-ment of Energy came to Gunnison, Colo., where I wasworking. He ca l l ed a p u b l i c meeting to discuss a trouble-some p i l e of uranium t a i l i n g s on the south edge of thecity.The t a i l i n g s , acres and acres of y e l l o w cake-like materi-al, were more than 60 f e e t deep and extended beneath thesurface far enough to have contaminated the local ground-water. It didn't h e l p that the p i l e was s i t t ing at the c on f lu-ence of a major creek and river. A plume of undergroundp o l l u t i o n ex tended far downstream contaminating thed r i n k i n g water for a large , e x c lu s ive subd iv i s i on and wellbeyond.
Anyway, the DOE o f f i c i a l s kept t e l l i n g us that the ura-nium t a i l i n g s were located at the site in the late 1940s and1950s using the best t e chno logy of the day. T h e n theyproposed to use the best t e chnology of today to s tab i l i z eand contain th e p i l e a t i t ' s e x i s t i n g site.A cons iderable number of p e o p l e made noise that mov-ing the material created more of a hazard than leaving itin place. For tuna t e ly , saner heads prevai led po in t ing outthat leaving it in p l a c e only created the potential for con-t inuing prob l ems in the f u t u r e , when we would discoveronce again that the best t e c h n o l o g y of the day wasn'teood enough.

w T h i s was"a $21 m i l l i o n p r o j e c t when it s tar t ed and thecommunity did not have ihe resources to s o lv e the prob-l e m . T h e D O E d i d .in Liu i ' \ t o o a y , we have pre c i ou s i i t t i e private land andi t wou ld seem extreme f o l l y to l i m i t i t s use forever byl e a v i n g the contaminated vermiculite in place and s i m p l yc a p p i n g i t . We'd be f a c i n g continuous uncertainty a s t othe s a f e t y of p e o p l e l i v i n g nearby and using that property.We'd be f a c e d with a greater and longer e f f o r t at air mon-i toring.
I t ' s disengenuous o f Project 5 6 t o bring their anti-feder-al government agenda to this issue without regularly at-t e n d i n g the Cit izens Advi sory Group meeting s and par-t i c i p a t i n g in the discussion. The only thing they can ac-c o m p l i s h with this type of rhetoric is d e laying the cleanupe f f o r t s beyond W.R. Grace ' s present e f f o r t s and ex tendingthe p e r i o d of t ime that r e s i d e n t s of t h i s area are exposedto h a r m f u l mater ia l s .

T h i s is one of the reasons I proposed a few weeks backthat the county and city come together to hire outside ex-pert i s e so local interests were represented. I have no doubtthat the EPA is do ing and wi l l do an excellent job clean-ing up the contaminated areas. It's ju s t that at some pointthe community wi l l have choices to make and it's betterto have more advice that j u s t the EPA's or the f ear andhysteria stirred up by an anti-government group.
As to D.C. Orr's assertion in a le t t er on this page thatthe city council meeting on granting a variance to cityzoning code on the a sphal t issue was "above board:" Itd o e s n ' t matter.
The city council violated the s tate' s open meeting lawby not advert i s ing that meeting. The council also violatedthe state cons t i tut ion, which s p e c i f i c a l l y requires all l eve l sof government in Montana to do everything they can toencourage p u b l i c p a r t i c i p a t i o n in the governing process.If f ound g u i l t y in a court of law, any decis ions madeduring these i l l e g a l meet ings are voided.

I ' m surprised t h e "cons t i tu t ional i s t s" h a v e n ' t seized o nthis. Or do we only cite the const i tut ion when it f i t s ourpersonal agendas? — Roger Morris



Tb the Editor
•Asbestos issue makes asphalt plant l op l c l^

yoij t o p w ; t h a t o t h & E E ^ ' S work planTo the.Edjtpr::.
f. the letter^ concerning the asphalt v ,plant. People seem to think this'was!-. done;in secret and are upset because/•' they didn!t have an opportunity tb :comment oh this actibm v II must come to the defense of theCity Council. I was present at the, special meeting calleo\bj: the mayjprto give Universal Development a ^ i .variance. It was all open , and aboyeboard. 7 ' : - " ; " . ' - ; j x ' - ^ : ; : ^ v " V - ' iThat is not to say thatthis ^cbuneii;wasn't counting on the apathy of thepeople they serve to slide one byyou, You have to be at the.se meetr. ings' to see what goes on.Only by being involved would

XT

doesn't protect you f f o h i being ex-posed to asb,estps. that environmen-ta^disaster is going to rhalce putt ingVan ! a s p h a l f p i a h t in!town look like acommunity beautification projec t .:\0nly by taking the time to read ;

that document would you see that •;:theja!nguage;,it coritained - "the .,-structure will be erected at a location, to be selected; by the
^ t jeen oii^ofbhiy tivo. citiztens;:at that meeting youwould have seen a councilman makea^mption to ; putlha^ $400,000 asset: ;on me mayprr's property instead ofusing it for mfe city. ;

It may be tpQic i l ' s decisibni r i i j i t J i y oactions, asphalt or asbestos^ but if. you want to have a say in an envi-ronmental concern before Jthey actyou should get ypurcharicie at thenext council meeting on Nov. 6 at 7p.m. Come to that meeting and com-ment on the City of Libby's a p p l f e a - 1tion to Montana Department of Enyi-7roiuiiental Quality for the purpose of Clandfarming hazardous waste at the :;.cemetery— dsrtgetously close toihe ;;b a l l f i e l d s . Haven't we been there' 1 be-'

tinue meipractice of haulmg «)ntam^Jinated^sbU from private p r p p e r ^ i t O : ^ ' ; :

, , , .... . . , , .... Yes, you heard that right. In an i t fr^vfbrt to coyer up ^ th e: i fp l |y of^ city pf-j f i c i a l y , m e mayor ancl his cronies ;have allowed hazardous waste to be

. ask' the hard questions necessary toSettsariiiie wh^mey continue to op-erate in a manner so detrimental tome community mey p r o f e s s t o I p v e .
1:
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Public not endangered says EPA
By Brent Shrum, Western News Reporter (O /J 3 / o C

The director of the Environmental Protection Agency's cleanup operations in Libby hasre fu t ed accusations that EPA actions are expo s ing the publ ic to increased levels of airborneasbestos contamination.At issue is a recent newspaper advertisement by "Project 56," a local group that has beencritical of state, local and f ed e ra l government agencies on a wide range of issues. Thegroup contended that the EPA's statement that the community is not being exposed todangerous l eve l s of contamination caused by the cleanup is "untrue, f i c t ion, fantasy, afabrication."Paul Peronard, EPA on-scene coordinator, said cleanup operat ions have reduced theamount of airborne f ibers around the perimeter of former W.R. Grace fac i l i t i e s at the city'sindustrial park and at the mouth of Rainy Creek, EPA on-scene coordinator Paul Peronardsaid."What you've got to remember is we found f ibers there before we started," Peronard said.Projec t 56's advertisement f o cu s e s on the fact that some f iber s have been detected in thecleanup area, Peronard said,"It ignores the fact that there were f ib er s there and nobody was doing anything to controlthem be fore the cleanup work," he said.W h i l e there is no sa f e level of exposure to asbestos, worker-protection standards have beenset at .10 f i b er s per cubic centimeter of air. Before cleanup started at the industrial park,levels as high as .009 f i b e r s per cc were detected around the area's perimeter, and indoors a m p l i n g found up to .02 f iber s per cc, Peronard said."You can't ju s t leave i t there because there' s expo sure / ' he said. "We knew that; that' swhy we started the cleanup."Since work began, the highest reading around the perimeter has been .002 f iber s per cc."It wasn't there the next day," Peronard said. 'What it real ly means is we found a f i b er inthe sample."Elevated levels of airborne asbestos have been f o u n d inside the bui ldings at the industrialpark during cleanup work, Peronard said.
'That actually is a very expected result," he said.
Dust-control e f f o r t s associated with the cleanup have been e f f e c t i v e in keeping f ibers froms pr ead ing and reducing the public's exposure to asbestos f ibers , Peronard said. "Whenwe're done, we will have eliminated it," he said.

h t tp ://www.thewestemnews. com/wnnews/octnews.htm 10/27/00
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r ° / a ? - / G D
A s b e s t o s issue makes a s p h a l t p l a n t look like b e a u t i f i c a t i o n p r o j

To the Editor:
I've noticed a common theme in the letters concerning the asphalt plant. People seem to think this was csecret and are upset because they didn't have an oppor tuni ty to comment on this action.I must come to the d e f en s e of the City Council. I was present at the special meeting called by the mayorgive Universal Development a variance. It was all open and above board.That is not to say that this council wasn't counting on the apathy of the p e o p l e they serve to slide one b;You have to be at these meetings to see what goes on.Only by being involved would you know that the EPA's work plan that was endorsed by the council doiprotect you from being exposed to asbestos. That environmental disaster is going to make pu t t ing an asjp lant in town look like a community beaut i f i ca t ion pro j e c t .Only by taking the time to read that document would you see that the language it contained - 4<the strucwill be erected at a location to be selected by the City of Libby_— was the real reason for endorsing th:[f you had been one of only two citizens at that meeting you would have seen a councilman make a motput that $400,000 asset on the m a y o r r ' s property instead of using it for the city.Et may be too late to a f f e c t council's decisions in the two previous actions, asphalt or asbestos, but if yoto have a say in an environmental concern before they act you should get your chance at the next councimeeting on Nov. 6 at 7 p.m. Come to that meeting and comment on the City of Libby's applicat ion to \Department of Environmental Quality for the purpose of l a n d f a r m i n g hazardous waste at the cemetery -dangerously close to the b a l l f i e l d s . Haven't we been there before?Yes, you heard that right. In an e f f o r t to cover up the f o l l y of a city o f f i c i a l , the mayor and his cronies h;allowed hazardous waste to be placed on the graves of Libby's dead. They called this a "personnel issuewould be kept con f iden t ia l and hidden from the public.The presence of more waste makes it necessary for them to continue the practice of hauling contaminatetorn private proper ty to city proper ty in the future. To do so they must a p p l y for permission from DEQt becomes a public issue.If you are uncomfortable with this scenario, come to the meeting and ask the hard questions necessary tdetermine why they continue to operate in. a manner so detrimental to the community they pro f e s s to to
D.C. Orr

h t t p : / / w w w . I i b b y . o r g / W e s t e r n N e w s / l e t t e r s / n e w l e t . h t m 10/27/00
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Clean it up
One of ray favorite statements, usually made by uncaring bureaucrats involved withenvironmental cleanups, is "the best technology we have."T h a n k f u l l y I haven't heard that yet from Paul Peronard, on-scene coordinator for theEnvironmental Protect ion Agency, about the asbestos cleanup.Inst ead Peronard is taking the po s i t i on of 'why take a chance?' And that b ene f i t s thiscommunity in the long run.Back in the late 1980s, a representative of the Department of Energy came toGunnison, Colo. , where I was working. He called a publ i c meeting to discuss atroublesome p i l e of uranium tai l ings on the south edge of the city.The ta i l ings , acres and acres of yellow cake-like material, were more than 60 feet deepand extended beneath the surface far enough to have contaminated the localgroundwater. It didn't he lp that the pi l e was si t t ing at the confluence of a major creekand river, A plume of underground p o l l u t i o n extended far downstream contaminatingthe drinking water for a large, exclusive subdivision and well beyond.Anyway, the DOE o f f i c i a l s kept t e l l ing us that the uranium tailings were located at thesite in the late 1 940s and 1950s using the best technology of the day. Then theypropos ed to use the best technology of today to stabilize and contain the p i l e at it'sexisting site.

A considerable number of p e o p l e made noise that moving the material created more ofa hazard than leaving it in place. Fortunate ly, saner heads prevailed pointing out thatleaving it in p lace only created the potent ia l for continuing problems in the future,when we would discover once again that the best technology of the day wasn't goodenough.
T h i s was a $21 mi l l i on pro j e c t when it started and the community did not have theresources to solve the problem. The DOE did.In Libby today, we have precious little private land and it would seem extreme folly tolimit its use forever by leaving the contaminated vermiculite in place and simplycapping i t . We'd be fac ing continuous uncertainty as to the s a f e t y of p e o p l e l ivingnearby and using that property. We'd be faced with a greater and longer e f f o r t at airmonitoring.It's disengenuous of Project 56 to bring their anti-federal government agenda to this
issue without regularly a t t ending the Citizens Advisory Group meeting s andpart i c ipat ing in the discussion. The only thing they can accomplish with this type ofrhetoric is de laying the cleanup e f f o r t s beyond W.R. Grace's present e f f o r t s andextending the period of time that residents of this area are exposed to harmfulmaterials.T h i s is one of the reasons I proposed a few weeks back that the county and city cometogether to hire outs ide expertise so local interests were represented. I have no doubtthat the EPA is doing and will do an excellent job cleaning up the contaminated areas.It's j u s t that at some point the community will have choices to make and it ' s better tohave more advice that j u s t the EPA's or the fear and hysteria stirred up by an anti-government group,
As to D.C. Orr's assertion in a letter on this page that the city council meeting ongranting a variance to city zoning code on the asphal t issue was "above board:" It

h t t p : / /www.l ibby.org/Wes t emNews/ed i tarch/newedh:.h tm 1 0/27/00
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d o e s n ' t matter.
The city council violated the state's open meeting law by not advertising that meeting.The council also violated the state constitution, which s p e c i f i c a l l y requires all levels ofgovernment in Montana to do everything they can to encourage public participation inthe governing process.
If f ound gu i l ty in a court of law, any decisions made during these i l l egal meetings arevoided.I'm surprised the "constitutionalists" haven't seized on this. Or do we only cite theconstitution when it fits our personal agendas? — Roger Morris

ht tp .Y/www.l ibby.org/Wes t eniNews/ed i tarch/newedi t .h tm 10/27/00
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" V V " ' : : v : - : s s l ^ ^ ^ ' ° B l ^ f f t 5 f l f ^ % N ' ^ S ^
. ; : ' : . ; • . - • : . • :;;^;/S6^^)i>f^^:-lfei|^:'s^;^IB!Bt^^• :': : :- ::".^i'" •''•^•• !-^-^'~ s~' : c^^- :^-- ;^^ •

^c^-lill^il• • - ' ' . ! • •"-•••i - - " - - ' ^ ^ i i a v ' w i t r i J V
T ^ S ^ i ^ C ^ f e - i X . ' - - - ! ? * ? ^ - : ' - : ' - & ^ & * - ' ; ^ * ' ~ & t & £ < l ? £ i ^ ^ x a l ! £ i l ' - x a - S g g ^ J K g ' - . - ^ l ^ - ^ ' '



Poor Quality Source
Document

The f o l l o w i n g document images
have been scanned f r o m the best

available source copy.
To view the actual hard copy, contact the

S u p e r f u n d Records Center at 303-312-6473





- . --,• S1-. : • •- .j -.-- -f ••"*• - K i , : _ •- . - * ' : ? - i - - ^ ' » * r ^ * - - . .^ ~>-.v/--'*'-'»i'i,-'V-J' . - / ; • - - . ;.. .--•. ''•*<fi.-af;&-:, -^i.iij,,>----^

physicianssul tat ions w t t h t f S f i

s: irisiaffiifr





'vi^f!nci^'icf>^^M-^-.Ks'-^'.'



r



20 t o ' . s e h e d i i e ' : a n - " a p j 3 < } i n t o i e n t f e r l f e e
T̂o

, t o . -p s i t i c i p sJg. .The , j
Is ' tO

duringto a sbe s t&a, j

: T i i s " f e d e r a l . ' E a v i r o h m ' e n i & l

n e i ^ i b o r h a b d ' j i e a r a f o n H p r : p ' f f i t f o r' processing yermicalite.- iained; aear'
Libby. : ' : • • """•- • ' " . " • " - " ' ' • y ' V ' v ' " : ;- H a s i s ' t h e ' f i r s t c l ' e a n i ^ : M a resi-dentiEl,Qeighboiiiood near a vsnai'

meeting in Minneapolis oa'&ct ;lli|o j'fied . as; needing : s o a i e ' ; , c I e a n u p ^ , T h s ; , "•. M i n i j e a p p l i s .; ' '

prevousQ ^ : ' l / l n t e , | ; - ^ ^ ? ; ; , , : f t % . ' ; - p}jb l ip . s^;~ : ' - '

sites .fo .'W,het t er .woAem..pr,ti ig- !

|;;|̂ § ;-{site,....fiie i a f o n B a t i f t t • .| -
' - - '





0 The Western News, Libby,' MT., Wednesday. October 4,2000-3

has rescinded i f s / -o f f e r t o Luy back the city industrial;"park, Counci lman Dan S t e p h e n sannounced a t ' M o n d a y n i g h t ' sLibby City Council meeting. vThe company is no longer inter-ested in the deal , Stephen s said!"Per a p h o n e c a l l to A l a nStringer , this is a closed matter," hesaid.. T h e industrial park is the formersite o f Grac e ' s yemiiculi te expan-sion p l a n t . Grace is c l eaning, t j i eproper ty of asbestos contaminationunder an order f r o m theEnvironmental Protection Agency.The order requires the bui ld ingson the site to be either cleaned ord emo l i s h ed and r e p l a c e d . Two ofthe bu i ld ing s have been cleaned andwork on a third is nearly f i n i s h e d ,

;Monday."- '?.$*Grace had o f f e r e d $200,000 fori the p r o p e r t y , S t e p h e n s said. Thec i t y " " ' c o u n t e r e d \yith g. request for;$3QO,000, a clause tp fr i?e; the \$tyf r om any l e g a l , l i a b i l i t y , associatedwith the property; and requirementsthat Grace c l ean the p r o p e r t y toEPA sp e c i f i ca t i on s and f i n d ^.per-manent home for indus tr ial parkt e n a n t M i l j w o r k W e s t . ' . . " ' [' ^ .; ' ' . " W . ' R . Grape came back w i t h : ' n olonger interested,"' S t e p h e n s said.

Voted to.:asking that the pbmpany give theEPA access to t K e ^ f o r m e r vefm.i-'eulite..m|p9.«si^e f o r .d i spo sa l o f .a sb e s t o s jC0ntamina t e< i mat er ia l sfrom the screening plant cleanup.Located at the mouth of RainyCreek, t h e • s & e e a j i i g p l a n t i s being,•cleaned, ^ ' . th f ;EPAv,If Grace does.:not graM access,, th'ei contaminatedm a t e r i a l s . : w i l l > f e - f r a n s p o r t e d ' t o "Spokane f o r disposal." : • ' , • .' The eitywoted to write tlie le t ter

©•.Receiyed an ;wpd8te.;;..c»ni ..a-request../frem St.- / o ' h r i ' s ^ u t i i e f a i iHo^pil^l for the permanent ii s losurfof a block: of Four th .Street .for us©
. ' The city is seeking a site drawingand ' fuli ' .ddcumSntation" on ihe.request,. Stepher i f said. The,..hpspita|'has' also, been asked tb cariyasisJ ' ' the Ineighborhood t o " " / " ' ' " * " ' B " " ' " l i i : ' ' ' ' A i 3 ' " ' i ' ! 'ment oh the'said.-.1 . ' ' '. :
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EPA have
of the p o s s i b l e with v e r m k u n l i t e i M s

[ r A: At this po in t , we do not have enough information showing that j u s t having vermiculite •in your home as in su la t i on is dangerous 'enough for us to issue any national pub l i c heal thwarning about vermiculite. However, we are working hard t o - d e t e r m i n e - p o s s i b l e risks posed byhaving asbestos-containing insulation in one's home or in the garden. .. . •-.-^
Current ly , EPA is working on two .major .ac t iv i t i e s to better understand the risks from non-occupational exposure to the vermiculite mined in Libby.

• 1) EPA is revising the risk-assessment me thodo logy to include consideration of the type ofasb es tos ( c h r y s o t i l e vs. tremoli t e), the: length of the asbestos fibers., and the length to width ratio:of the f i b e r s . T h e s e f a c t o r s will h e lp s c i ent i s t s determine people ' s risk of being around evensmall amounts o f tremolite asbestos. : • ' . . . . ;
' - . . " . - • • . • . . ' • " ' • ' , ' i

2) EPA is also working on ge t t ing new type s of analytical techniques approved ;so that the-amount and size of asbestos found in a given home can be more accurately measured. . j/
EPA has t e s t ed vermiculite produc t s on a national level (inc lud ing •commercially-available ' :

i n s u l a t i o n ) . T h i s in format ion was shared with the Consumer Product s S a f e t y Commission. There su l t s of .the inves t igation indicate that the po t en t ia l exposure to asbestos from some
vermiculite products / p o s e s o n l y a minimal health risk to consumers.
The risk f rom having an abundance of asbestos-contaminated vermiculi te in your home remains
-unclear.. ; . - - ' : ' : - : ' ; . . . . : ; : - : : . - . > . ' . : . ; : . - : \ v - : • • • • ' . ' • ' . ' • ' . - • - • : - ' - ' " : ' '
For more informat ion call: W e n d y T h o m i at 406-441-1150 ext 241. V . . •



N o t i c e o f P u b l i c M e e t i n gNotice; is hereby given that ap u b l i c 'mee t ing w i l l b e he ld onW e d n e s d a y , March 7, 2001, at7:00 p.rri; in the Pondero saRoom at L i b b y Ci ty Hall.The p u r p o s e o f the meet ings h a l l be the c o n s i d e r a t i o n by theBoard of Linco ln County Com-missioners to a d o p t the f o l l o w i n gresolution.At the meet ing the Board ofCommissioners will accept pub-lic comment on t h i s resolution.Comments can al so be Sent tothe Board of County Commis-sioners, 512 C a l i f o r n i a Avenue,L i b b y , MT 59923 or e-maiied tol c comms@libby.org. F o r f u r t h e ri n f o r m a t i o n or for a copy of thed r a f t re so lut ion p l ea s e contactB i l l B i s c h o f f , Executive Ass i s t an tat (406) 293-7781, ext 201 or e-m a i l b i l l b @ l i b b y . o r g
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OFC O M M I S S I O N E R S O F L I N C O L NC O U N T Y , . M O N T A N A ; T O C O M M E N C EBEFORE THE BOARD A PROCEEDINGT O I N V E S T I G A T E : ( 1 ) T H E N A T U R EA N D E X T E N T O F A N Y A D V E R S E I M -P A C T S O N T H E P U B L I C H E A L T H , W E L -F A R E , S A F E T Y , O R T H E E N V I R O N -M E N T , A N D O N T H E E C O N O M I C A N DE N V I R O N M E N T A L R E P U T A T I O N O FT H E C O M M U N I T Y J N L I N C O L NC O U N T Y T H A T M A Y B E P R E S E N T E DBY; OR THAT MAY HAVE ARISEN ORM A Y B E A R I S I N G F R O M T H E C O N T A M I -N A T I O N . O F T H E E N V I R O N M E N T W I T HI R E M O L I T E A S B E S T O S I N A N DA R O U N D T H E C I T Y O F L I B B Y ; ( 2 ) T H EN E E D , I F A N Y , F O R L E G I S L A T I V E O RE X E C U T I V E G O V E R N M E N T A L A C T I O NAT THE COUNTY LEVEL TO ABATEANY ENDANGERMENTS THAT MAY BEP R E S E N T E D T O T H E P U B L I C H E A L T H ,W E L F A R E , S A F E T Y , O R T H E E N V I R O N -MENT ARISING OUT OF SUCH CON-T A M I N A T I O N ; : ( 3 ) T H E A V A I L A B L E F I -N A N C I A L R E S O U R C E S . O F P A R T I E SWHO ARE OR MAY BE LIABLE FOR

T H E C O S T O F A N Y F A C T I O N S T H A TMAY BE NECESSARY TO ABATE THEA D V E R S E I M P A C T S , I F A N Y , O F S U C HC O N T A M I N A T I O N O N T H E P U B L I CH E A L T H , W E L F A R E , S A F E T Y O R T H EE N V I R O N M E N T ; A N D (4). T H E N E E DF O R T H E C O U N T Y T O S E E K L E G I S L A -T I V E O R E X E C U T I V E A C T I O N A T T H ESTATE OR FEDERAL LEVELS OF GOV-ERNMENT TO APPROPRIATELY RE-SPOND, EITHER ALONE OR IN CON-J U N C T I O N W I T H C O U N T Y A C T I O N , T OA N Y S U C H E N D A N G E R M E N T S T H A TMAY BE PRESENTED.WHEREAS, the mining of ver-miculite has been conducted in Lin-coln County for more than 70 years;a n d ; ' . : : / ; : ' : - ^ . - • •WHEREAS, vermiculite has beenprocessed in various locations inand around the City of Libby in Lin-coln County; andWHEREAS, tremolite asbestosis known to be present in andaround ore containing < vermiculite;a n d . • - : / • ' • • . ' • ' - ' , v ; 'WHEREAS, a s ignif icant numberof i n d i v i d u a l s in Linco ln County havebeen exposed to asbe s t i form f iber sand have contracted asbestos re-lated diseases inc luding asbestosis,lung cancer or mesothelioma; andWHEREAS, the number of casesof asbestos related diseases, includ-ing. asbestosis, lung cancer andmesothelioma in a community of thesize of Lincoln County was: suffi-ciently large to gain the attention of•state and f ederal governmentalagencies re spons ib le for the protec-tion of the environment and the as-sessment of and development ofdata bases about adverse impactson the p u b l i c heal th f rom releasedhazardous substances; andWHEREAS, in response to con-cerns over the causes of the s i g n i f i -cant number of cases of asbestosrelated diseases in Linco ln County,the United States EnvironmentalProtection Agency ("USEPA") andthe Agency for Toxic Substances

Disease Registry ( ' A T S D R " ) o f the/U.S. Public Health Service, and their ovarious environmental consultantshave conducted investigations ofcertain sites and p o p u l a t i o n s in andaround Lincoln County where ver-miculite was mined and processed;and... .......,.;., ..,. — . . ;'•: WHEREAS, in the performanceof these investigations, the presenceof tremolite asbestos has been de-tected at levels that the USEPA de-termined present a s ignif icant threatto the pub l i c heal th wel fare and theenvironment in and around the Cityof Libby in Linco ln County; andWHEREAS, in an effort to miti-gate the most prominent threats; topub l i c health, the USEPA has under-taken, and continues to pursue,-the.remediation and removal of tremoliteasbestos contamination from areasin and around certain historic, proc-essing f a c i j i t i e s within LincolnCounty;and ' .W H E R E A S , t h e A T S D R h a ss tudi ed , and continues to s tudy andassess, the nature and extent of theimpacts of both occupational and:non-oc cupa t i ona l exposure totremoli te asbestos on p u b l i c healthin Lincoln County; and T

WHEREAS, as a result of theseinvestigations, the impact s of tremo-lite asbestos contamination on pub-lic hearth within the County include amortal i ty rate related to the presenceof tremoli te asbestos in the commu-nity in excess of 6000% of the levelsthat would be f ound in communitiesu n a f f e c t e d by the presence- oftremolite asbestos* andWHEREAS, as a result of theseinvestigations and the discovery ofthe tremoli te asbestos contamina-tion and its toxicity, the Board ofCommissioners for Linco ln Countyhas grown increasingly concernedabout assuring the adequate protec-tion of pub l i c health, safe ty, wel fare,

the environment and natural-•.re-sources within the jur i sd i c t i on-o fLincoln County from any adverseimpacts that have been or may con-tinue to be presented by, or arise outof exposure to, the tremolite asbes-tos contamination, and the preser-vation and restoration of the eco-nomic vitality of Lincoln. County de-rived from its historic attractivenessas a recreational area and its previ-ous reputation as a h e a l t h f u l resi-d e n t i a l , commercial and industrialarea; and i ""•'•'• :- •• '•:•' '-' i •"WHEREAS, the Board of Com-miss ioners^for Linco ln County hasfur ther become increasingly awareof the inherent l imi ta t i on s on thescope of the governmental responsethat USEPA and ATSDR can pro-vide under current federal law; :andW H E R E A S , Artic le I I , Section 3of the > Montana Constitution ex-pres s ly provides that all persons inMontana have an inalienable right toa clean and h e a l t h f u l environment,which right the Montana Supreme .Court in Montana Environmental In-formation Center v. Department :ofEnvironmental Quality, 296 Mon-tana 207, 988,R2d 1236 (1999) hasdetermined to be: a f u n d a m e n t a lconstitutional right of all Montanansand a se l f-execut ing provision of theMontana Cons t i tu t ion; and :,/=•W H E R E A S , Artic l e X I , Section 4of the Montana Constitution vestscounty government with l eg i s la t iv e ,administrative and other powersprovided or i m p l i e d by law, andWHEREAS, it is the inherentauthority, f u n d a m e n t a l r e spons i b i l i ty ,arid necessary and proper affair ofcounty government to secure, incompliance with such l imi ta t ions andrestrictions as may be prescribed bylaw, adequate protection of the pub-lic health, safe ty, welfare and the en-vironment of its inhabitants , as wellas to take such actions as are per-

mitted by law to protect the funda-mental, inalienable rights a f f o r d e d bythe; Montana Constitution;^ :

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-SOLVED, that the Board?of Com-missioners for Lincoln; County doeshereby e s tabl i sh a l eg i s la t ive pro-ceeding before :the Board of Com-missioners for Lincoln County to in-vestigate- the adequacy of existingenvironmental remedial programsand authorities and to take such ac-tion^ inc lud ing l eg i s la t i on at thecounty, level and recommendationsto the a p p r o p r i a t e state or, .federall eg i s la t ive; , body, as the Board ofCommissioners, f o l l o w i n g .consid-eration of the results of this investi-gation and input f rom the public,may deem a p p r o p r i a t e ;• N O W , THEREFORE, BE ITF U R T H E R R E S O L V E D , that, i nl ight of . t h e ' e x t e n s i v e public healthissues arising from the presence oftremolite asbestos contamination inand around certain parts of LincolnCounty r and pursuant to the provi-sions of Artic l e XI, Section 7(1) ofthe Montana Constitution; the Boardof Commissioners hereby requeststhat the .Lincoln County Board ofHealth attend to and part i c ipate in,as appropriate , the investigation tothe conducted by the Board of Com-missioners pursuant to this Resolu-tion No: ;_fj;__; and ;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE ITFURTHER RESOLVED, that i t i snecessary and a p p r o p r i a t e to the af-f a i r s of the county that the scope ofthe investigation include but not bel imited to the nature .and source ofany tremolite asbestos contamina-tion in and around Linco ln County,potential sources of releases of thetremolite asbestos contamination,potential methods to finance theabatement, if needed, of the con-tamination, the adequacy and suffi-ciency of enforcement programs

and authorities at the ccjunty, stateand federal levels, the adequacy ands u f f i c i e n c y of regulatory programs atthe county, state and federal levels,the adequacy and su f f i c i ency of li-abil i ty proYisrons and financial re-spon s i b i l i ty requlrerrterte*ijt thecounty; state> and federal itevejfe, andthe assessment of the adequacy,s u f f i c i e n c y , a r i d limitations of finan-cial resources of those .parties whoare or may be liable for abating theadverse impatets ari s ingt-outof thetremolite asbestos contamination,i n c l u d i n g without limitationv l iabi l i tyinsurance and other mechanisms invthe private and cpmmer^iecior oft h e community; : : , : ? f t ?NOW, THEREFORE, BE ITF U R T H E R R E S O L V E D j t h J ^ i n o r -der toi assist the Board of i§o|nmifr-sioners in the conduct of ^investi-gation, thepublic^ealth;.Ug|of theCounty Attonwyjs:offices:^|)rovide:all necessary and: appropriate tegalsuppor t services to t h e f e C o u n t y^Board of C o m m i s s i o n e r s / ^ ' * - ; ? "•-••••"•NOW, THEREFORE, BE ITFURTHER RESpLVED^ihapn or-der to further thevpjrpose s7:o f thisjinvestigation, -, the triernbieriS;::ofCounty'Board o f Heal th mayJreqithat the County Board of Csioners issue subpoenas requmattendance of witnesses «r|$roduc-tion of books or o_tr^iyfor evidence or testimony^ ittiany ac-tion or proceeding pending ( b e f o r ethe County; Board ;of Commission-.ers. . T ;:-;--v^;^v..:- ' . % .
D A T E D : ^̂ v" ; - ' ^ . .I hereby cert i fy that ResolutionNo. v_-_ was passed: and adoptfldby the Lincoln County Board ofCommissioners in a regular meetingheld February, 2001. ^ i > •To comment on this resolution,contact your county commis-sioner at M3^781;Pubithed inTM UoHtin. F*. 21,28,2001
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. ' , , C A G from page IAudience Member Question -.Instead ofdoing the injections and withdrawals in-side the lung, can t you just use sputum?Answer-No. Wew "" nple inside the

Comment by Dr. Black - The lungsqm-• pling is very important to understandingthe disease, and I hope people will volun-teer to be tested.
'. CAG Member Comment - You spoke ofstudying the disease to possibility arrest"it.-This is our first ray of hope:Response - The disease begins at the mo-lecular level and is manifested at the organlevel. Only a handful of investigations aretaking place at the molecular level!

Draft Heal th Benefit Plan for Llbby As-bestos Exposure • • • ' . - • •Rick Palagi spoke on behalf of the Medical• Trust Subcommittee which includes Kerry. Beasley, Sandy Wagner, Lerby Thorn,Gayla Benefie ld, Cyrus Lee, CarrieDedrick, and John Rider. He stated that thedraf t plan, which was passed out at theJanuary 25,2001 CAG meeting, waspre-? pared by Intel-mountain Admirustrators un-der the direction of the subcommittee. Mr,' Palagi stated that the draf t plan's most im-portant provisions are on pages 14 which •addresses e l i g i b i l i t y and 18-29 which ad-dress coverage. He then asked for ques-tions and comments from CAG members; and the audience. A summary of the ques-tions and comments follows.
. 'CAG Member Question-What is the sig- .nificance of the material that is high-: lighted'in the plan? •' Answer-The highlighted words arechanges made to an earlier draf t

CAGMember Question- Wouldthe plan' be-aiiministereei.Jocalfy?•,'.>•,. ,^ .Answer -It is assumed that the plan admin-istrator would be a local body.
CAG Member Question - Is it the intent tocover people under this plan vvho were ex-posed to asbestos elsewhere, of'fiat in 'Llbby? .Answer.- The intent of the plan is to coverpeople who were exposed here.

•'• CAG Member Question - Would the planprovide coverage for people who were ex-posed here, but have moved away?Answer-Yes. The p lan provides that e j ig i-ble peop l e can receive treatment where theylive, or if necessary receive funding so theycan travel for treatment
CAG Member Question-Ifauto-immunesystem diseases are determined at a laterdate to be caused by asbestos exposure,would they be covered?Answer - Coverage is provided for asbestos-related disease as determined by the localphysician. Ult imate decision making •authority rests with the plan administrator.

CAG Member Question - Page 4 of thedraft plan specifies a set monetary cover-age limits. Would these change overtime?Answer - The plan administrator canchange the coverage limits as necessary.
CAG Member - The documentation re-quired on page 14 should be clarified.
CAG Member Question - How will theplan be funded, and what happens ofWSLGrace declares bankruptcy?Answer- We need a further discussionabout f u n d i n g opt ions to pursue. The obvi-ous sources would be W.R. Grace, Congres-sional appropriation, and private philan-thropy. We hope to accumulate a largeenough principle that annual -plan expenseswould come from interest on the principle.
CAG Member Comment - The better theplan, the easier it will be to fund.
Rick Palagi closed this topic for this meet-ing by inviting further questions and com-ments on the draf t p lan to any member ofthe Medical Trust Subcommittee. Mr.Mueller committed to including a discus-sion of the draf t plan and funding ideas atthe March 8 CAG meeting. ;

Funding Request for Insulation Re-movalSandy Wagner read a draf t letter preparedby the subcommittee which included her-s e l f , Dr. Black, Don Wilkins, Kerry Bea-sley, and George Bauer. She stated that theletter would sent to the .Secretaries of theUS Departments of H e a l t h and HumanServices, Interior, and Labor, the Adminis-trator of the Environmental ProtectionAgency, Governor Martz, Senators Baucusand Burns, and Congressman Rehberg.
CAG Action - The CAG voted unani-mously in favor of a seconded motion tosend the seven letters, and seven signa-ture pages,-one for each letter,-werepassed around during the meeting soCAG members could sign them.
TOSC Subcommittee ReportRick Palagi reported on behalf of the TOSCSubcommittee which included himsel f ,George Keck, Kirby Maki, Don Wilkins,and Clinton Maynard. After meeting withKevin M e l l o t , Assistant Project Managerfor Technical Outreach Services for Com-munities (TOSC) at Montana Tech, theSubcommittee proposed that die CAG re-quest the f o l l owing f ive services fromTOSC:1. Conduct a needs assessment of CAGmembers individually to id en t i fy questionsof concern, suggested areas needing furtherresearch and educational programs.2. Determine the baseline understanding of:a. The role and scope of EPA's work inLibby;b. The role and scope of ATSDR's work inLibby; and

c. Asbestos related disease.3. Research the advantages and disadvan-. tages of superfund designation and make arecommendation concerning it to the CAG..4. Determine the role of TOSC that wouldbe most beneficial5. Prepare an action plan for util izingTOSC services.
CAG Action - The CAG unanimously ap-proved a seconded motion in favor of thisfive-fold request, and asked that theTOSC Subcommittee continue to Workwith Mr. Mellot to oversee TOSC's ac-tions. Rick Palagi asked to be excusedfrom the Subcommittee, and George Bauervolunteered to take his place.
EPA ReportDue N g u y e i u E P A On-Scene Coordinator,,reported that Paul Peronard could not at-tend this meeting because of a training ses-s i o n . / ' . . - . - • ; • ' ; - • ' •Minneapolis CleanupsIn response to questions at the last CAGmeeting, Mr. Nguyen determined that ERAhas not removed any attic insulation at itscleanup site in Minneapolis. Twenty-oneproperties at the she nave been cleaned, butonly removal of contaminated soils fromgardens and driveways has occurred.Twenty additional properties will be simi-
Phase 2 of the Residential Sampl ingMr. Peronard and Chris Weis will be inLibby in two weeks to conduct interviewsto id en t i fy twelve homes for phase two ofthe residential sampling. Three types ofsampling will occur. In some of the homes,routine household activities will be moni-tored during a two to three day period Airquality will be monitored through a per-sonal air pump worn by a person in thehouse during routine activities and througha stationary pump in the living area. Inother homes, air quality during majorcleaning activities will be monitored. Fi-nally, in some of the homes, simulated re-modeling activities conducted by ERA per-sonnel or its contractor will be monitored.In the latter, activities such as wiring.changes or installation of a ceiling fan willbe simulated in one home without and twowith asbestos-contaminated ceiling insula-tion. In these homes, three hours of airmonitoring will be conducted prior to thesimulated activities, and three hours ofmonitoring will f o l l o w the activities to en-sure that no contamination remains a f t e r thesimulation. Air monitoring of garden ro-t p t i l l i n g will occur in August when condi-tions are expected to be dry.
CAG Member Question-Ifhomes arefound to have excessive concentrations ofasbestos, will the residents will be allowedto reoccupy them?Answer-Noone can return to their homesuntil EPA determines them to be safe. Thatis the purpose of the post sampling airmonitoring. EPA will relocate people iftheir homes are determined to be unsafe.

CAG Member Question - How long will ittake to get the results of the air monitor-ing so that EPA will know whether thehome is safe to occupy? ' - ... .Answer - EPA will have a mobile lab onsite; eight to twelve hours will be required
CAG Member Question - What homes canqualify for the phase 2 sampling?Answer - Homes tested before, and a mix ofhomes with and without vermiculrte insula-tion will quali fy.CAG Member 'Question - What will hap-pen if the three hour pre-or post-simulation monitoring firids asbestos con-centrations aboveEPAX action levels?Answer - EPA will look at relocation untilthe houses are cleaned up. (Paul Peronardwill c lar i fy "this issue at the next CAG meet-ing.)-Access MediationMr. Nguven reported that the court orderedmediation between EPA and W.R. Graceconcerning access to the mine for disposalof asbestos-contaminated materials was notsuccessful, so the case has gone back toJ u d g e Mailoy for a,ruling. The timing ofthat ruling is not known. ,
Maki lKirby Maki read a memo he is sending toEPA. (This letter was published Feb. 14 inThe Montanian) The memo informs EPAthat running tracks at both the high schooland middle school were surfaced in the pastwith vermiculite contaminated with asbes-tos. A f t e r eight years of use, W.R. Gracenot i f i ed the school district of the contamina-tion and recommended that the track sur-face be removed or encapsulated The highschool trade was then encapsulated, and themiddle school surface was removed and re-placed with uncontaminated materials, In_his letter, Mr. Maki requests mat EPA con-*duct tests at the two tracks and then developand implement a plan for removing anycontaminated material and back f i l l i n g un-der them with clean material. The highschool track surface should be replacedwith an all-weather surface. He also askedthat EPA assess the e f f e c t s of children run-ning on the tracks during the eight year pe-riod in which the surface was contaminated
CAG Member Question - WillEPA cleanup the two track sites?Answer - ERA is constructing the budget forthis year's cleanup activities. We will addto it fund s to determine the human healthexposure at these sites.
CAG Member Comment - The risk assess-

ment is supposed to be completed by f t e?»summer, but you will not sample gardens funtil August I am confused about the tim-ing. ' " . . ' . ' • • - . ; .Response - The timing of the risk assess- --•ment is controlled in part-by the need topeer review the assessment methodology.Once it is approved, we should be able to Ca p p l y h to. the results of the garden sam-p l ing to determine what actions, if any, •;should be taken regarding the gardens. •(Chris Weis will c lar i fy ing timing of therisk assessment at the next meeting.)
CAG Member Question - Whoachtowl- •edged back in 1982 that the school tracks?posed a health risk? . ' :

Answer - A 1982 internal W.R. Gracememo acknowledged the risk.
CAG Member Question • Did LincolnCounty encapsulate the high school track• by paving-it?Answer - Yes. ; •; ;'-•-
CAG Member Question - Did the Countyknow that the track was contaminated be-fore paving it?Answer-Yes.
CAG Member Comment - In EPA's Min-neapolis cleanup, stoner rock was foundto be highly concentrated with asbestos. Ihave talked with a former worker at thescreening plant, and stoner rock was notseparated from vermiculite insulation •used in Libby homes. EPA should not.therefore, sample only the top of attic in-sulation. The heavier stoner rock mayhave settled, and EPA should take samplesto account for this fact. •Response - Thank you for this information.EPA will take it into account.
ATSDR ReportDan Strausbaugh, Montana Representativeof ATSDR, reported that this week 881 let-ters explaining medical screening resultswill be mailed tomorrow. Another 1,000will be mailed February 26 or 28.. By theend of the month, some 4,000 letters willhave been mailed Mr. Strausbaugh re-ported that ATSDR has released for publiccomment a document renewing the scien-t i f i c literature describing the relationshipbetween exposure to tremohte-related as-bestos and resultant health e f f e c t s . Hemade available some copies of the docu-ment and announced that copies are avail-able at the EPA Information Center inLibby. Comments can be provided to localATSDR s t a f f who will then forward them to

ATSDR's Atlanta headquarters. Mr.Strausbaugh also stated that Dr. Lybargerwill be reporting next week to M o n t a n a ' sCongressional delegation the preliminaryanalysis of the medical screening results.Dr. Lybarger will then present this same in-formation to the CAG at its' February 22,2001 meeting. The results presented to theCongressional delegation will be embar-.goed, meaning that they will not be releasedpubl i c ly until the CAG meeting. Final ly,concerning the American Public Heal th As-sociation meeting in October in Atlanta, ' •Mr. Strausbaugh said that he forwarded theCAG's recommendation that a panel ofpeople from Libby be invited to present thesituation regarding the asbestos exposure intibby. However, his agency did not acceptit and asks instead that the CAG recom-mend one person to attend the meeting andpresent the Libby situation. The CAG de- (cided to take up this request at a futuremeeting. -:.;:.;.. .-- ' : . . - " : - . - ' .
Lincoln County ReportCommissioner Rita Windom passed out tothe CAG and audience; a copy of a draf t or-dinance concerning the asbestos situation.She described the draf t ordinance as com-pl ex and comprehensive. The County willpublish the draf t o f f i c i a l l y in the Tobacco1 alley News on February 15, and will pub-lish it two weeks later in the other localnewspapers. The County will hold a publicmeeting on the draf t ordinance on March 7at a time and place to be announced It willlikely take action on the draf t at tins meet-ing af t er receiving the public comments.Ms. Windom stated that questions or com-ments from CAG members can be providedto the Commission.
CAG Member Question-What happensafter the ordinance is approved?Answer - If the ordinance is approved theformal investigation ft calls for will begin.
CAG Member Question-Will the optionsinclude a criminal investigation?Answer-Not in the beginning phase.Whether criminal investigations occur de-pends on what is learned during the formalinvestigation and on action by the State ofMontana. Next MeetingThe next meeting is scheduled for Thurs-day, February 22,2001 from 7:00 to 9:00p-m. in the Ponderosa Room of the LibbyCity Hall. The agenda will include, as wellas UK normal agency reports, a report byATSDR's Dr. Lybarger on the preliminaryresults of the medical screening.



Dear Mr. Mayor-Please resign
Editor:I'll be asking the mayor ofLibby to resign at the next councilmeeting. Thi s is not something Iapproach lightly. It breaks my heartthat it has come to this, but it isnecessary before this town canmove forward in the asbestos issue.Don't get caught up in thebuilding debate, it is a secondaryissue. What is important here is theleadership of this town. We needcivic leaders who are going to lookout for the rights of their constitu-ents. That is the function of gov-ernment. Anyone with asbestos in .their homes, schools, businesses, orin their lungs is learning how diffi-cult it is to protect your rights. Weare just learning how poorly we didthis in the past. Our mayor is heav-ily involved in these issues. Ac-cepting any gratuity from W.R.Grace .raises some serious ques-tions.Is the mayor representing hisconstituents or W.R. Grace whenhe takes action at City Hall, withthe LADC, at CAG meetings, or innegotiations with the county?I have watched the mayor relin-quish the gavel time af t er time inrecent months whenever a conflictof interest arose. Whenever a situa-tion comes up where he has pro f-ited from the actions of council we

T h i s paid ad is a pub l i c service by D.C. Orr, Libby, Mont.
are left without a mayor in charge.The mayor has rendered his officeine f f e c t ive with his backroomdeals. T h i s do e sn ' t a f f e c t just cityresidents now. It affects anyonewho has been touched by the asbes-tos issue. That is a large group.If you are uncomfortable with

this cozy relationship betweenGrace and our civic leadership,come to the next council meeting.We need to deal with this before itinfe s t s every facet of our local gov-ernment. Judg ing from the show ofsupport in a recent letter to the edi-tor, the mayor is forming his alli-

ances. I still believe the people ofthis town pre f er to shape our owndestiny. You only retain the rightsyou are willing to f i gh t and keep.DC Orr, Libby



Screening f i n d s widespread asbestos exposure
30 per cent of'people screened show some effects

By David F. Lathameditor of The MontanianPast exposure to asbestos from aformer vermiculite mine is produc-ing signs of disease among a veryhigh percentage of Libby residents,according to preliminary results ofa medical screening conducted bythe federal government.The preliminary results of thescreening shows potential lung dis-ease among 30 percent of the peo-ple tested, far worse than had beenexpected. Heal th o f f i c i a l s had ini-tia l ly estimated that 10 to 15 per-cent of those tested would showlung abnormalities.The results were presented at aCommunity Advisory Group meet-ing Feb. 22 in Libby. The screen-ing was conducted by the federalAgency for Toxic Substances andDisease Registry (ATSDR) in re-sponse to reports of widespread ill-ness and death from asbestos con-tamination linked to the former W.R Grace & Co. vermiculite minenear Libby."I said it was going to be bad,but this is off the scale," said PaulPeronard, .on-scene coordinator forthe U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency, the federal agency over-seeing the clean-up of asbestos con-tamination in Libby."The question to ask is, not' w h o i s a f f e c t e d ? ' but, ' w h o i s n ' ta f f e c t e d ? Who is safe? Every singleperson in Libby is in a risk group.I t ' s much worse than anyonethought," Peronard said.The exposure occurred for dec-ades until 1990, when Grace closed

the vermiculite mine seven milesfrom Libby it had owned since1963. Before that time the minewas owned by Zonoli te Co.. whichbegan operating in the 1920s.Air quality samples taken regu-larly since November, 1999, showthat there is now no significant as-bestos po l lu t i on in Libby.Whil e it was not necessarily sur-prising that 50 percent of minerswho participated in the screeningshowed signs of lung scarring, itwas shocking, Peronard said, thatup to 25 percent of persons with noties to the mine also showed healthproblems.The study says that "no directlycomparable Montana or U.S. popu-lation studies are available" toshow how Libby's exposure ratecompares to other places, but basedon "studies of d i f f e r i n g groupswithin the United States believed tohave no substantive work-relatedasbestos exposures," the rate ofnon-occupational exposure inLibby is between 16 times and1,500 times higher."These are drastic numbers,"Peronard said. "In so many ways,they're just o f f th e chart.""Those are concerning num-bers," agreed Dr. Jeffrey Lybarger,author of the report. "We'll bewatching that very closely and f o l -lowing up with further testing."Lybarger is a physician withATSDR, which worked with otherf edera l , state and local departmentsto test past and present Libby-arearesidents.Between July and November,

2000, 6.144 people participated inthe health testing program. Lybar-ger emphasized repeatedly that thestudy results are preliminary andcover only 1,078 participants, or 18percent of the total numberscreened. But if the preliminaryrate of exposure were to a p p l y tothe entire study group, that wouldmean that 1,843 of the personstested will show lung abnormali-ties.Peronard said that even in theunlikely event that the remaining82 percent of study partic ipantsshow no asbestos exposure whatso-ever, Libby's general populat ionstill remains well above nationalaverages in frequency of asbestos-related health problems.For 27 years, W.R. Grace & Co.operated the mine, which releaseddeadly tremolite asbestos as ver-miculite was dug up and processed.Vermiculite was used in construc-tion as insulation.According to Lybarger, physi-cians f u l l y expected to see height-ened levels of asbestos-relatedhealth problems in those whoworked at die mine or who livedwith Grace employees, but they didnot expect to see that many casesamong persons with no connectionto the mine.hi addition to the 50 percent offormer W.R Grace employees whohave asbestos-related problems,scarring of the lungs also wasfound in about 29 percent of per-sons who lived with the miners.Family members are thought tohave been a f f e c t e d when workers

brought the asbestos dust home ontheir clothes.Scarring is caused by inhalingthe long, needle-like fibers thatlodge in the lungs, which over timecause diseases like asbestosis,mesothelioma and lung cancer. As-bestos disease has a latency periodof about 20 years.Twenty-one percent of personswith vermiculite insulation in theirhomes also had abnormalities iden-t i f i ed by at least one of three physi-cians involved in the screening, asdid 25 percent of those who recre-ated near the mine and its tailings.Even the group reporting noknown exposure to vermiculiteshowed a 27 percent rate of lungscarring.The percentage of participantswho exhibited lung scarring visibleon the chest x-ray by one specialistis an indicator of the number ofpeople who will need long-term. evaluation, Lybarger said. Thosewhose x-rays had scarring seen bytwo specialists represent a better es-timate of those who'll l ikely be di-agnosed with asbestos-related dis-ease.Because those reporting noknown exposure to asbestos are sofew in number — 53 out of1,078 — and the rate of healthproblems is so much higher in themajority who did report historic ex-posure, Libby can expect many,many more cases of asbestos-related health problems. In otherwords, most of the town was ex-posed, and as many as one-third ofthose exposed show lung abnor-

malities, which means the town'smedical infrastructure will need tobe expanded to deal with the waveof patients.According to Lybarger, discov-ery of a health problem does notnecessarily indicate the individualwill become terminally ill with as-bestosis or other asbestos-relateddiseases. Instead, he said, it merelyindicates that exposure has oc-curred and that it warrants furthermonitoring.By catching the signs early, Ly-barger said, doctors hope to preventpatients from progressing intomore advanced stages of asbestosdisease. In addition, he said, thestudy will he lp public health offi-cials plan for future medical needsin the community.A separate ATSDR study re-leased in December. 2000, showedthat between 1979 and 1998, Libbyresidents died of asbestos-relateddisease 60 times more frequentlythan the national average.Children under 18, who ac-counted for 15 percent of the f ir s ttest group, didn't receive chest x-rays and no data is available yet onhow many children showed signsof asbestos disease, Lybarger said.An age-group breakdown will beavailable when results of all 6,144participants are studied.Lybarger said the f inal ATSDRreport including information on all6,144 participants will be published"some time this summer."
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the neighbors. According to city attor-
O f f J C i a l S e x p l a i n M i l l W O r k W e S t deal neyMarkFemiessy^wereland~ restrictions on part of the property.
(This tetter is in response to D.C.Orr J letter Feb. 14 in The Man-Union)EditorThis narrative details the sequenceof events that led up to the relocationof Millwork West to the propertyowned by Universal Land [owned byLibby Mayor Tony Berget].When Paul Peronard of the ERAinformed Mel Bumett and the City ofLibby that Millwork West wouldhave to be relocated, Mel indicatedthat he was interested in being in theold Frontier Glass location on Califor-nia Ave. The city called the owners ofthis property to see if it could berented or leased. We were told theywould not lease the building. AlanStringer and Paul Peronard eachcalled them to see about leasing, theyalso told them no. The thought hadbeen to put the retail business in dieFrontier Glass building and W.R.Grace would provide a storage build-ing on the old baseball f i e ld s .Jim Stout told the city they werelooking at a sprung [sic] structurewhich the city would be able to keepaf t er the clean-up was complete.The city and W.R. Grace nextlooked at putt ing the sprung [sic]structure and the whole business on

the baseball f i e l d s at the city indus-trial park (which f t e E P A had deter-mined was clean). T h e E P A deter-mined that th^s setup would not workbecause there would be some risk tocustomers and truck traffic. Althoughsome on the council d i d n ' t w a n t thesprung [sic] smicture, most did.Next the aty looked at putt ing thesprung [ s i c j structure on the jb iggrassy area in f r o i j i o f City 'Hff lEMark Fermessy, city . a t t o r n e j £ f r t - ' ; - . .formed the council that t h e ^ j p r o p a t f yhad restrictions placed briit at the ?time Stimsondobatecl the property* 0

the city. The restriction would not atlow for a retail: business to be locatedoh the proparty. The mayor then of- rfered tb:iradd property with fas city so.that the sprung [sic] stn^ciure^couWst i l l b e located on city propaty. The ;city attome\T said that the traded land :'

There were waterUne concerns, park-ing concerns for the Legion baseballf i e ld . Also the size of the f irs t build'ing would have to be smaller thatioriginalhl conceived because of thesize ^ o f t h e p p w e r company easeni^t h e ' : s u i e ; o f thes second building woukjalso b^ve'to be down-sized to allow • >

[Lincoln County ' c ommi s s i oner]Rita Windom was then asked if thecounty had property that would workfor this purpose. .Rita suggested thecounty parkacross the river. Mel Bur-nett didn't feel it would wok verywell for them, and Mrs: Windomcouldn't think of anything -die thatmightwtikS:;- ; KThe city .aft f l i i s point could notcome up wi&any&ihg atid informedW . R . G n \ e e a n d M i l h A W f e s t A a t
,- and f ina l ly , it was defer-'mined the largest building would be ;placed-bver a r̂ge sewer line; It did {not seem feasible to meet all of M31r

proper^ oh which to relocate f l i cbusiness. WilL Grace and MillworkW^t tted i looked at other ^properties
-restramts. : • ; •"iie^;Scienario Was tooride-adjacent to.Asa:Wbod •]' w f i i f l * B p r o f M y next to

same manner as the city property; \ * ; :

At this point, W.R. Giace and :

MiUwork West had decided to put uptwo metal buildings instead of thesprung [sic] structure. The city con-sidered putt ing the buildings down bythe Legion baseball f i e l d s but the cityran into a multitude of problems withthis site.First, the city met resistance from

^owiil%i$c<^ :'and trade with WR. Grace, Graces t a f f d id no t f ed there wa s su f f i c i ent • ' . ;tine to pureue this complicateddourse of actiojiLJ J B e c a u s e l f e mayor thought it ;would be p r e f e r a b l e i f apubl i c entity ;

could benefit from having the build-ings built on public property, he asked

i the rivSlpwned by Mark Owen near(he county shop and the old Libby'Ready Mix location to name a few.t-• • • :^*': ^"-Saaied:.'.' ' ! •' T h x w w s W M L l b y F i r e C h i e fBifl Watt , I jbb>'Fire MarshalPaulPeronard^EPAAlan Stinger, WR. GraceDan Stephens, LiTiby City CouncilMel Burnett, NHhvork West Inc.George Bauer, Libby City CouncQ" Council

d e n f l K i r b y M a k i if the sdbool districth a d p r o p e r t y t h a t w o u l d w o r k f o r t h i spurpose. Mr. Maki could not think of
any



A C O M M E N T A R Y OH THE H E W S BY D A V I D F. LATKAM

F l a s h l i g h t s onMontana
HELENA —=• Here were someof the legislative activities lastweek:

• House Bill 539 would requirestate licensing for businesses thatmake high-interest loans to high-risk borrowers' and use their cars ascollateral. The bill passed thehouse 75-25 and moves to the Sen-ate.
In other news:Monday, February 12.MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. — Thepreliminary results of last year'smedical screening hi Libby, Mont,show roughly one-third of peopletested have lung abnormalities as aresult of exposure to asbestos. Thisis compliments of the people whomanaged the W.R. Grace & Co.

vermiculite mine near Libby andsuccessfully concealed the asbestosdanger for so many years.Now the state of Minnesota isgetting involved because Gracealso operated a vermiculite proc-essing plant (translation: "asbestos-poisoning plant") in Minneapolis.The Minnesota Heal th Departmentis in the initial phases of a$350,000 medical survey to assessthe likely asbestos exposure of6,000 past and present residents ofthe Minneapolis neighborhoodnear Grace's vermiculite process-ing plant, which shut down in1989. .It is now well known that W.R.Grace knowingly concealed the .dangers of asbestos. The companyallowed its employees to wallow inthe deadly white dust and take ithome with them every night Thecompany allowed thousands of in-nocent people near the c o m p a n y ' s

mine and plants to be exposed forlong periods. And Grace set asidehundreds of millions of dollars \every year to pay off the victims iand survivors of its deadly prod-ucts.All the tacts show that W.R.Grace & Co. knew people woulddie. The question is, why are nocriminal charges being f i l ed? Thiscompany has been run like an cor-porate roeth lab for decades, and 'the executives and managers who |perpetrated the asbestos situation . jneed to go to prison for itPlease take a minute to call yourelected representatives in Wash- iington (phone numbers on page 2) \and ask that criminal charges be if i l ed . . !



A S K EPA!!
Questions and Answers aboutAsbestos a n d E P A ' s Investigation

Q « Has EPA responded to G r a c e ' s o f f e r (February 14-Western
*News) to p e r f o r m the remaining cleanup and restoration work

at the screening plant?
A « Yes. EPA has responded in a letter dated February 16, 2001 which is available at

•the EPA Information Center in Libby.
In short the letter states that:
1) EPA is willing to negotiate a legal order with Grace where EPA would complete the
cleanup at the Parker property, including restoration, while Grace would transport the re-
moved contaminated material to the mine for disposal and would perform cleanup at KDC's
B l u f f s and Flyway properties. The workplan for clean-up activities that EPA received from
Grace last f a l l is not protective enough of public health.
2) EPA will not free Grace from l iabi l i ty for other chemicals that may be present in the re-
moved materials. Grace has not provided any detailed information about other hazardous
substances that it may have used during its thirty year ownership and operation of the for-
mer screening plant property. EPA will not spend Super fund money if it can be shown that
Grace may be liable.
3) EPA will not dismiss penalty claims against Grace. However, because EPA does not
want to direct Grace f u n d s away from taking care of Grace caused public health problems
in Libby, EPA proposes the fol lowing: EPA will direct a majority of the penalty amount to a
non-profit organization, such as a .medical trust, to provide health care to those in Libby suf-
f er ing from asbestosis or mesothelioma.
Please visit the EPA Information Center at 501 Mineral Ave. in Libby to view a correspon-
dence f i l e including letters to and from Grace on these and other issues.
For more information call:Wendy Thomi, EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241



Libby CommunityAdvisory GroupMeeting Summary„ February 8,2001t j
> By Gerald Mueller~! IntroductionsV* Gerald Muel l er and Libby Community Ad-visory Group (CAG) members present in-•*• troduced themselves. The CAG accepted
;

as a new member, Joyce Baeth. Ms. Baethis a member of the Libby City Council. Alist of the members in attendance is at-tached below as A p p e n d i x 1.
AgendaMr. Mueller reviewed an agenda for thismeeting including the f o l l o w i n g topics:• Presentation by Dr. Holian• Draft H e a l t h Benefit Plan for LibbyAsbestos Exposure• F u n d i n g Request for Insulat ion Re-,moval• T O S C Subcommittee Report• Agency ReportsEPAA T S D RLinco ln County
• Publ ic Comment
Correction to the January 25,2001Meet ing SummaryDEQ's J o h n Podohnsky asked that twochanges be made to the January 25,2001meeting summary. Firs t , under the DEQreport on page 5, Mr. Podolinsky's programname should have been listed as AsbestosControl Program. Second, on page 6, Mr.Podolinsky's response to the CAG memberquestion should nave read, "The indoorstandard is 0.01 fibers per cubic centime-te,".-
Presentation by Dr. Holian and Dr. Put-ihanDr. H o l i a nDr. Black introduced Dr. A n d r i j Hol ianwho in turn introduced his colleague Dr.Elizabeth Putman. Dr. H o l i a n heads theCenter for Environmental H e a l t h Sciences

in the School of Pharmacy and AlliedH e a l t h Sciences of the University of Mon-tana. Dr. Putman is a UM f a c u l t y memberwho works in the Center. Dr. H o l i a n statedthat the Center pursues research in three ar-eas, respiratory and auto-immune systemdisease, neurological disease, and geneticand .molecular disease. Dr. H o l i a n and hisCenter colleagues p l a n to conduct researchon asbestos disease in Libby.
CAG Member Question - We have heardbefore that not much is known abouttremolite asbestos. Is that correct?Answer - We know that the chemistry oftremolite is d i f f e r e n t than other forms of as-bestos. The l i terature reports that it is amore potent form of asbestos, but why isnot known. Tremoli t e is rare, and Libby isthe f i r s t instance of a concentrated exposureto tremolite asbestos that is being investi-gated. The Center intends to use a mousemodel to simulate asbestos-related diseasein humans. We intend to expose mice tod i f f e r e n t forms of asbestos to learn abouttheir relative potency, how tremolite acts asa disease mediator, and how it s t imulatesauto-antibodies. We also hope to developdisease markers.
CAG Member Question - What abouttremolite and other forms of inflammatorydiseases?Answer - The relationship between asbestosand inflammatory or auto-immune systemdiseases is not well understood. The lung isthe only organ other than the skin that is ex-posed d ir e c t ly to air. Ins ide the lung is alarge surface area at which gas exchangebetween the air and our blood occursthrough passive d i f f u s i o n . For this ex-change to occur, the lung surface must bekept clean. Macrophage c e l l s clean thelung surface. Asbestos k i l l s one type of themacrophage cells, but not the type that acti-vates our immune system. Thus asbestosmay be involved in s t imula t ing auto-immune system disease. By gathering datafrom Libby people , we intenSto study,among other things, the re lat ionship be-tween asbestos and auto-immune disease.S p e c i f i c a l l y we will be asking for twelvevolunteers from this community to provide

biological samples from their lungs as wellas blood samples.
Audience Member Question - How wouldthe lung samples be taken?Answer - Sampl e donors would be given ageneral anesthesia. A tube would be intro-duced into the lung through which a sterilesaline f l u i d would be introduced. The sameamount of f l u i d would then be withdrawnthrough the tube. In this way biologicalsamples can be obtained inside the lungwhere the disease occurs.
CAG Member Question -Are you lookingfor specific people to take these samples'from?Answer - We want peop l e who are recentlydiagnosed and are early in the disease sothat we can f o l l o w disease progression.Other characteristics such as age are not as 'important as disease progression. ;
CAG Member.Question - What factors '••such as sex, race, nationality, etc., matterin the development of asbestos-related Ldiseases?, Answer - We don't know. The literaturedoesn't say. Women appear to be subjectmore fr equent ly than men to auto-immune' system diseases.
CAG Member Question • Libby has 60 to70 reported cases of lupus. What shouldbe the typical number of lupus cases for acommunity of our size?Answer-I don't know. We may be able toobtain national disease frequency.

r. Putman explained that her area of ex-pertise and interest is in human genetics.She stated that small changes in genes andthe proteins they code for can cause signif i-cant changes at the organ and body level.By comparing the lung and blood samples,Dr. Putman hopes to develop biomarkers inblood that can be correlated with diseaseprogression. She noted that people exposedto asbestos react d i f f e r e n t l y . Some p e o p l edo not develop disease. By understandinghow the d i f f e r enc e in reactions at the ge-netic level and how disease progressives, it

may be possible to arrest the disease.
CAG Member Question - Will you be look-ing at synergistic effects such as smoking?Answer - We will be taking detailed medi-cal and exposure histories in an attempt toaccount for such synergies. Smokingcauses d i f f e r e n t cancers than asbestos expo-sure. Cancer is a very complex process m-•volving both initiators and promoters.Smoke particles may be adsorbed onto as-bestos particles, so that the simultaneous •combination of smoking and asbestos expo-sure may promote the incidence of smok-ing-related cancer. Such a synergy is nowonly an unproven idea.
CAG Member Question - Could asbestosexposure also promote other cancer in-ducers such as effluent from an asphaltplant?Answer by Dr. H o l i a n - Tobacco smoke isthe worst po l lu t i on one is l i k e l y to experi-ence. Asphal t plant emissions would causea much lower, but p o t e n t i a l l y continuousexposure. To act as a promoter, asbestos

exposure probably would have to be simul-taneous with other cancer sources. One hasto weigh the economic benefit s of an as-phalt plant with the risk of any pol lu t ion itmay produce.
CAG Member Question - People were ex-posed to asbestos in Libby as infants, chil-. dren, and adults. Will you be abletobreakdown your research among thesecategories?Answer-We hope to. The exposure histo-ries are very important.
Audience Member Question - How muchfluid will be injecting into the lung duringyour sampling?Answer - When taking the biological sam-ple s from lungs, we will be injec t ing a totalof 300 m i l l i l i t e r s (about a half of a cup) ofsterile saline in six increments of 50 ml. Inother words six d i f f e r e n t injections andwithdrawals of SO ml will occur in eachion.(See CAG on page 8)



Please d o n ' t squander this o p p o r t u n i t y

0
t

An open letter to Libby City Coun-cil: Please allow me a few minutesof your time, which I believe willprove to be well worth your while.Unless you are receiving 50 per-cent return-on-investment intereston the federal funds allocated forcommunity recovery from asbestosmining problems, you owe an ex-planation to constituents as to whynot. In my search for fundingsources so Chart+Plus Co. can cre-ate jobs needed to help stabilize thelocal economy, I have consistentlybeen forced to look out of state. Ar-eas whose economy has gone frombust to amazing refer me to onetype of f und ing—commerc ia l fi-nance companies. Those who areinterested in funding projec t s evenin Montana manage their funds torevitalize sluggish economies toearn as much as 50 percent annualinterest rate by using short-term

loans and financing programs.As you review proposals tospend the federal allocation, youshould consider only those that sta-bilize the local economy while re-turning 50 percent annual interest,or be ready to explain why to thestricken community that qualifiedyou for this allocation. Libby hasthe potential to raise the $150 mil-lion trust fund needed for medicalexpenses for asbestos victims.Chart+Plus Co. has been ad-vised by LADC Inc. to send our in-terest payments to out-of-stateeconomies. Commissioners believeour proposed location will betterserve college needs rather than in-dustry to employ your constituentswhile importing money into the re-gion to be circulated within the lo-cal economy instead of dependingsolely on recirculated money lo-cally, indicating that this economicrecovery opportunity will be usedas was the Stimson funds, which

disappeared hi a bureaucratic man-agement puzzle that left themscraping for pennies to cover oper-ating expenses until this rescue ar-rived.Chart+Plus Co. has proposedpaying 50 percent annual interestrate to use the funds allocated foreconomic recovery in Libby to cre-ate 1-14 living-wage jobs with up toa total of 530 in this and supportservice companies in LincolnCounty, plus possible part-time sea-sonal positions in peak sales peri-ods to achieve sales projections.This $4,058,400 annually wouldhelp fund community grant proj-ects without deple t ing the allocatedamount, year af t er year, if desired.Libby City Council has beengiven the opportunity to empowerlocal economic recovery or f o l l o wthat path that turns dollars intograins of sand in hope they willsomehow fill the rat holes that donot produce the stability needed.

Let us provide the jobs citizensneed to a f f o r d the college courseso f f e r e d and use funds from the in-terest retained in the local economyto budget community projec t s in-cluding the college and other com-munity services that are a f f o r d a b l ewhen the people earn a decent liv-ing wage.Thank you for consideringChart+Plus Co. funding before theclock runs down.Stanley G. Davis3264 Iron Creek RoadTroy, MT 59935
cc: Libby City Council, P.O. Box1428, Libby, MT 59923Sen. Bill Crismore, LADC, Inc.,237 Air f i e ld Road, Libby, MT59923Ralph Heinert, Mitch Richael,Shirley Chase, JimMorey, ArdellFiller, Linda Gerard, LADC Inc.,P.O. Box 621, Libby, MTSome of Chart+Plus C o m p a n y ' ssuppliers total $300 million annualasset injection value by Sony andothers.



ATSDR to release results ofLibby medical screening
The Agency for Toxic Sub-stances arid Disease Registry(ATSDR), a public health agencyof the U.S. Department of Heal thand Human Services, announcedFeb. 16 that an interim report ofthe results of the Libby, Mont.,medical testing program will be re-leased on Thursday, Feb. 22.2001.fo l l owing the February meeting ofthe Citizen's Advisory Group inLibby.The meeting will be Thursday,Feb. 22.7-9 p.m. at Libby CityCouncil chambers, 952 E. Spruce 'St. ATSDR representatives will beon hand at the meeting to discussthe report and to answer questions.ATSDR prepared the interim

report to provide residents with asummary of the medical testing re-sults received by ATSDR to date.This report includes the data for a •small number of participants in thetesting program, with results from1,078 of the more than 6,000 par-ticipants completed.' Copies of the interim report willalso be available for public reviewbeginning Feb. 23,2001. at the fol-lowing places:• Lincoln County Library, 220 W.6th St.. Libby, Montana 59923.Contact: Gail Anderson at (406)293-2778.• ATSDR Off i c e , 501 MineralAvenue, Libby, Montana 59923,Contact: Dan Strausbaugh at(406) 293-2728

• Lincoln Count}' Heal th Depart-ment. 418 Mineral Ave., Libby,MT 59923. Contact: Ron An-derson at (406) 293-7781 ext.228.
Libby. Mont., or Elko, Nev.,community members seeking in-formation on the interim report, orwho would like to receive a copy,should call the ATSDR Informa-tion Center toll fiee. at 1-888-ATSDR (1-888-422-8737). Callersshould refer to the "Libby, Mon-tana, site."ATSDR Regional Representa-tive Dan Strausbaugh also may becalled for information at (406)441-1120 ext. 257 inHelena,Mont.



MttlA S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers aboutAsbes to s a n d E P A ' s Invest igation

• I d idn ' t par t i c i pa t e in t h e medical screening, bu t I've
*changed my mind. W i l l there be another oppor tuni ty?

A: Guidance for future testing is being developed. The timing of additional testing and pri-
orities for who may be tested have not yet been determined. However, you can still call 1-
800-439-8308 to determine your el igib i l i ty for future testing. When dates and priorities are
set, everyone eligible will be not i f i ed.
For more information call:

Dan Strausbaugh, ATSDR at 406-441-1150 ext. 257 or 406-293-2728, or
Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241

£
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P U B L I C N O T I C E
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICESAgency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry [ATSDR-165]

Availabi l i ty of Chemical S p e c i f i c Consultation for Tremolite-related Asbestos
AGENCY: Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), Departmentof H e a l t h and Human Services (HHS).
ACTION: Notice of availability.
SUMMARY: The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Li-ablility Act of 1980 (CERCLA), as amended by the Super fund Amendments and
Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA), Section 104 (i) (4) [42 U.S.C. 9604 (i) (4)], di-rects the Administrator of ATSDR to provide consultations upon request on health is-sues relating to exposure to hazardous or toxic substances to the Administrator ofEPA, State o f f i c i a l s , and local o f f i c ia l s . A heahh consultation provides advice on a
spec i f i c public health issue related to real or possible human exposure to toxic materialand is a method ATSDR uses to respond rapidly to requests for assistance.
This notice announces that a chemical-specific public health consultation, Tremolite-
related Asbestos, is now available for public comment This ATSDR consultation re-views the sc ient i f i c literature describing the relationship between exposure to treroo-
Ihe-related asbestos and resultant heahh e f f e c t s .
DATES: In order to be considered, comments on this draf t consultation must be re-ceived within 45 days from the date of this publication. Comments received af t er the
close of the public comment period will be considered at the discretion of ATSDRbased upon what is deemed to be in the best interest of the general public.V ADDRESSES: Requests for copies of the draf t consultation should be sent to the
ATSDR Informat ion Center, Division of Toxicology, Agency of Toxic Substancesand Disease Registry, M a i l s t o p E-S7,1600 C l i f t o n Road, NE., Atlanta, Georgia30333. Written comments regarding the draf t consultation should be sent to the sameaddress. ATSDR reserves the right to provide only one copy of the draf t consultation
free of charge.
Written comments submitted in response to this notice should bear the docket controlnumber ATSDR-165. Because all public comments regarding ATSDR heahh consul-tations are available for inspection af t er the final consultation is published, no confi-
dential business information should be submitted in response to this notice.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Susan L. Kess, MD, MPH, Divisionof Toxico logy, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, Mails top E-29,1600 C l i f t o n Road, NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30333, telephone (404) 639-6300. Copies
of the Heahh Consult are available at EPA/ATSDR Information Center 501 MineralAve.,Libby (293-2728).
S U P P L E M E N T A R Y I N F O R M A T I O N :ATSDR prepared this document, Tremolite-related Asbestos, in response to the identi-
ication of tremolite-related asbestos fibers in vermicuUte ore mined near Libby, Mon-

tana. The contaminated vermicuUte has been mined, distributed, and processed into
many products utilized across the country. Workers, household contacts, and the g e f reral public who come in contact with contaminated products may be at risk of expo-
sure
jeorgi JonesDirector, O f f i c e of Policy and External Affairs

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry



Asbestos supportgroup meets Feb. 15The evening support groupfor individuals impacted by as-bestos-related disease will meeton Thursday, Feb. 15? at 7p.m.
at 415 Louisiana Ave. The day
(see U P D A T E on page 10)

(from page 1)
group will meet next on Monday,Feb. 19 at 2 p.nt at the same loca-t i o n . T h e groups will meet regu-larly on the f irst and third Thurs-day and Monday of each month.Their purpose is to help peoplei d en t i fy the impacts of asbestos-related stress on their lives, to getaccurate information about theseimpacts, and to work together fatpositive solutions. There is nocharge to participants. For moreinformation, call Laura Sedler at293-0180.



Q
A S K E P A ! !

Questions and Answers aboutAsbes to s a n d E P A ' s Inves t igat ion
• EPA says it will use a risk assessment to estimate whether
*my home is s a f e in the long run. What is a risk assessment?

A: Risk assessment is the process of estimating the likelihood that something bad will happen.
EPA develops risk assessments on a site-by-site basis. In the case of asbestos in Libby, the goal is
to understand whether cleanup is necessary. If so, what level of cleanup will make sure that you
and your f a m i l y are protected over a lifet ime.

A risk assessment includes four important steps:
1) Data c o l l e c t i o n / Hazard I d e n t i f i c a t i o n - Environmental samples (soil, air, water, sediments).,
and biological information (chest x-rays, pulmonary function t e s t s) are collected. The samples are
analyzed in laboratories or clinics to reveal the types and levels of hazardous substances present,
their potential to cause harm, and exposures which may have occurred. Community members help
EPA with this s t ep by voluntarily allowing the agency to take samples and sharing information on
current and future uses of the area and where hazardous substances are most likely to be found.
2) Exposure assessment - After risk assessors have the data, they look for pathways of exposure
from a source to peop l e or animals who may breathe, touch or consume the hazardous substance.
The risk assessor estimates how much of the contamination a person is likely to breathe based on
information collected in step one and whether it is a child^ an elderly;;jp«o,nA,pr a worker. The risk
assessor also considers how long and how of t en people 'ait expcied, " ;'.; .
3) T o x i c i t y assessment - During this s tep, risk assessors develop a mathematical relationship be-tween the exposure (or dose) and the toxic e f f e c t (response) of the chemical of concern. They look
at various cancer and non-cancer health e f f e c t s from d i f f e r e n t levels of exposure. Assessors usually
rely on previous scientific studies if enough data exists.
4) Risk characterization - Final ly , risk assessors combine the results of the first three steps to
come up with an estimate of the risks posed by the site. Risk assessments are usually uncertain and
the risk assessor documents these uncertainties. The results are then used by the site manager, who
decides whether cleanup actions must be taken to protect you and your family.
EPA's risk assessment for Libby verniiculite insulation may not be done until the end of the calen-
dar year.
For more information, call: Chris Weis at 303-312-6671 or

Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241.



Asbe s t o s on school tracks worries s u p e r i n t e n d e n t
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• To: U.S. Environmental Protec-tion Agency Paul Peronard, On-Site Coordinator
• From: K.W. [Kirby] Maki, Su-perintendent
• Subjec t: H i g h School and M i d d l eSchool tracks
• Date: February 6,2001

Libby School District #4 is ex-tremely concerned about the W.RGrace mill tailings on both thehigh school and middle schooltracks. The tailings contain a con-centrated level of tremolite asbes-tos. Since the tracks are in need ofrepair or replacement, the mill tail-ings pose a huge health and finan-cial problem in the near future. Abrief history of the high schooltrack fo l lows:The track f a c i l i t y was con-structed at the high school in theearly 1970's and originally usedsome red crushed gravel for fill.However, it did not work out, so we

searched for other suitable mate-rial. Cinders were next to impossi-ble to procure and an all-weathertrack surface was not f inancial lyfeasible. A worker at W.R. Gracetold us of the vermiculite substancearid how e f f e c t i v e l y it was beingused at W.R. Grace as their darn.The dam held their tail ings and itpacked quite well, as well as beingable to withstand weight as evi-dence by the vehicles driving on itA school o f f i c i a l was invited tovisit and check out the site. It wasdetermined that the material couldprobably work as a surface on thetrack.S h o r t l y a f t er that visit to thesite, W.R Grace started transport-ing the vermiculite in their trucksfrom the mine site to the highschool track. The venhiculite re-mained as the track surface for ap-proximately eight years. Duringthis time nightly practices wereheld on the track as well as trackmeets hosted by LHS.

In 1982, the Superintendent ofSchools received a call from the W.R Grace Business Manager in-forming him that the vermiculiteon the tracks posed potential prob-lems as it had tremolite asbestos fi-bers in it, which could be medicallyharmful. He made it clear that wecouldn't keep the vermiculite trackin its present state. He gave two op-tions:Number one, W.R Grace wouldcome and remove the vermiculitefill, or number two, they would payto have the vermiculite encapsu-lated. After consulting with schoolo f f i c i a l s and coaches the secondoption, encapsulating the vermicu-lite, was recommendedIn 1983, with the assistance ofthe Lincoln County Road Depart-ment, blacktop was hauled in andlaid on top of the vermiculite base.That spring the track team had torun in flat shoes (no spikes) due tothe asphalt base. Then during thatsummer (1983) Action Courts of

Minnesota laid an all-weather rub-berized surface on the track. Dur-ing the spring of 1984, the f irstpractices and meets were held onthe new trackDue to the condition of thetracks and the potential liability(health and financial), LibbySchool District #4 is requesting theimplementation of an action planfor both the high school and mid-dle school tracks.
1 Test s Conducted2 WR Grace Tail ings Removed3 Base Fill Material Replaced4 Asphal t Track Replaced at theMiddle School5 All-Weather Track Reinstalledat the high school

Thank you for your considera-tion in this matter.KW. [Kirby] Maki,Superintendent of Schools[Libby, Montana]



Q .I•w

A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers aboutAsbes to s a n d E P A ' s Inves t igat ion

've heard that EPA is c l eaning up homes in Minnesota. 7*
Why are Libby homes not g e t t ing cleaned up.

A: EPA is doing some clean-up work in yards of Minnesota homes that have been con-
taminated with a rock waste produc t cal l ed "stoner rock" from a vermiculite expansion
operat ion in Minneapo l i s . T h i s rock contains up to 70% asbestos. It looks like indistinct
grey rocks that can be up to several inches in diameter. Some of this material has been
found in the western part of the Export Plant, but has not been seen in other areas around
Libby.
"Stoner rock" is d i f f e r e n t f r o m the v e r m i c u l i t e concentrate that went to the Screening
Plant and to the Export P l a n t to be e i ther bagged or expanded. The vermiculite concen-
trate is dark grey to black, and has the f o r m of small "flakes." EPA has found concentra-
tions of 1% to 12% asbestos in th i s vermiculite.
Please call the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center in Libby at 293-6194 to report any unpoppedvermiculite on your p r o p e r l y or in or around Libby. EPA may eventually remove the ma-
terial but, in the meantime, \ve advise that you don't disturb it.
No work is being done to remove vermiculite insulation or other potential asbestos
sources f r o m homes in M i n n e s o t a or Montana. To report vermiculite insulation in your
home, p l ea s e call the Linco ln County Environmental H e a l t h Department at 293-7781,
X228.
For more information, call:
Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241 or
Ron Anderson, Director Lincoln County Environmental Heal th at 293-7781, X228
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Community AdvisoryGroup meets Feb. 8The Community AdvisoryGroup will hold its regulartwice-monthly meeting onThursday, Feb. 8, in the CityCouncil chamber at Libby CityHall, 952 E. Spruce St. Thegroup meets regularly to discussdie status of the various aspectsof the asbestos issue in Libby.All meetings are open to thepublic and everyone is invited toattend. For information, call theU.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency Information Center at 1291-6194. !



^ 01County explor ing community health center
Federally-funded center would not treat asbestos-related diseases

County o f f i c i a l s are pursuingplans seeking federal money tobuild a community health center inLibby a f t e r a public meeting Jan.31. The center would provide low-cost, primary-care medical servicesbut would not be set up to meet theadvanced medical needs of asbestosvictims. The center would be in-tended to provide reduced-cost carefor people with low incomes butwould be open to everyone on as l iding-fee scale.Funding to build and operate thef a c i l i t y would come from an annualfederal grant. The deadline for ap-plying each year is May 1. The fa-c i l i ty would also expect to generateincome through f ee s for medicalservices.Lincoln County commissionerRita Windom said the county willproceed with a p p l y i n g for the grantaf t er she received a nearly unani-mous show of support from the 58people attending the meeting,"It's going to take a lot of hardwork, and especially if we're goingto meet that May 1 deadline," Win-dom said.A second meeting was plannedfor Feb. 1 in Eureka."After that, we ' l l probably behaving some more meetings," Win-dom said.Dr. Alan Strange and MaryBeth Frideres of the Montana Pri-mary Care Association are provid-ing expertise and guidance on the

clinic proposal. Frideres f ir s t cameto Libby last September and com-piled statistics on poverty andhealth care that can be used forgrant applicat ions for a communityhealth center or other needs.Start-up grants for communityhealth centers are currently set at$650,000, Strange said. After a .center is established, grants can berenewed annually at higher fund-ing levels. He said that some healthcenters in the United State s havebeen continuously funded since the1960s, and some have been in op-eration in Montana since the early1980s.In response to a question from awoman in the audience. Strangesaid that, while the center wouldserve the primary medical needs oflow-income people , it would not beset up to serve the advanced medi-.cal needs of Libby's burgeoning /populat ion of asbestos-sickenedpeople. I"No," Strange said.Frideres said that Dr. Strangehas been involved in establishingall of Montana's six communityhealth centers.Centers in Billings, Missoula,Helena and Great Falls are affili-ated with local health departmentswhile the centers in Butte andLivingston are privately operated.Regulations require communityhealth centers to be governed by alocal board of directors, Strangesaid. .__

Federal ly-funded communityhealth centers must provide pri-mary medical care, laboratory, x-ray and pharmacy services, preven-tive dental care and health educa-tion. A chief executive o f f i c e r , chieffinancial o f f i c e r and chief medicalo f f i c e r must be employed by thecenter while other services could becontracted out to local healthcareproviders. Patients who need spe-cialized care would be referred to

another provider such as die hospi-tal. Strange said patients would payfee s according to their income. Per-sons below 100 percent of the na-tional poverty level would be askedfor donations, while those between100 and 200 percent would pay ona sliding scale established by diecenter's board. Patients above 200percent of the national povertylevel would pay the full fee based

on fee s charged at other localhealth care facilities.Strange said his group will helpprepare a grant appl icat ion for acommunity health center in Libby.An application can be prepared in ,Nas little as two weeks, he said. •!Local matching funds may help in -Jprocuring a grant but are not re- \quired. Strange said.



o\Bankruptcy an
option, says Grace

Chapter 11 bankruptcy wasmentioned Jan. 29 as an option forW.R. Grace & Co., which facesover 100,000 lawsuits because ofthe c o m p a n y ' s asbestos-laden prod-ucts.Grace CEO Paul Norris madethe announcement in the com-pany's final quarterly report for theyear 2000."Asbestos litigation continues tobe our c o m p a n y ' s biggest chal-lenge " he said. "During 2000 wehave seen the lit igation environ-ment worsen and become more un-certain.".Almost 50,000 bodily injuryclaims were received during 2000,an 81-percent increase over 1999.the c o m p a n y ' s financial reportsaid.As of Dec. 31,2000, Grace haspending seven property damagesuits, nine attic insulation class ac-tion lawsuits and 124,907 bodilyinjury claims.Eighty-four claims by Libbyarea residents are pending in i9thDistrict Court against the company,which owns a former vermiculitemine near Libby. The vermiculitewas contaminated with deadlytremolite asbestos."Recent adverse events in asbes-tos bodily litigation, including peti-tions for bankruptcy reorganizationby several co-defendant companieshave caused an environment thatincreases the risk of more claimsbeing f i l ed than previously pro-jec ted, with higher settlement de-mands," Grace's financial report

said. •;In October, Owens Corning vol- |untarily f i l ed a reorganization peti- ;tion under Chapter 11 of the U.S. ;Bankruptcy Code. Since then, other icompanies fee ing asbestos lawsuits jhave f i l ed for bankruptcy. IGrace has deftly managed as- 'bestos-related lawsuits for over 20,years, despite the bankruptcy of a •number o f other co-defendants. ; jLast year, a Grace o f f i c i a l r epor t ed;the company had paid out $15.6 ! Imillion in awards from 64 cases i jlated to its Libby operations. \A former Grace executive, Lyi jLatchford of Morris Township, 1> 1I, told The Montanian last Sep- Itember that the company routine1 jset aside money to pay off the sui ;vivors of workers killed by expo-; !sure to asbestos. ' iIn its latest financial report >Grace reported its asbestos-relati jl iability at $1.1 billion. I 'In Libby. Grace promised to \$250,000 a year to SL John's Lugtheran Hospi tal to help providemedical services for victims of t^c o m p a n y ' s asbestos-tainted procucts.Grace is currently providing &free, limited medical insurancecoverage for area residents diagnosed with an asbestos-related cease. More than 90 people hadbeen accepted into the programof mid-January.Grace's local spokesman, AStringer, has said at public m«ings that there will be no healtlplan if the company ceases toe i



Involvement ," s i ipp6rt needed for chamber, communuy
' BY ROGER MORRISWestern N e w s Publ i sherCommuni ty involvement andsupport are needed to h e l p Libbyg e t through i t ' s present asbestoscrisis and economic woes, outgo-ing chamber of commerce presi-dent Paul N e i l s said S a t u r d a yduring the annual m e m b e r s h i pbanquet.The a sbe s t o s issue was thec o m m u n i t y ' s t op issue during theyear, 2000 and the L i b b y A r e aamber of Commerce p l a y e d ajo tal role in dea l ing with out^side media to get across the mes-sage that Libby was not a "toxicdump site," N e i l s said."The chamber h a n d l e d hun-dred s if not thousands of c a l l sf r o m o u t s i d e media about theheal th and s a f e t y of the commu-nity," N e i l s said. " I ' m here t o t e l lyou that there i sn' t another orga-nization that can i n f l u e n c e theo u t s i d e media about the condi-tion of the communi ty l ik e thechamber."The second major hurdle fac-ing the chamber during the pastyear, and continuing into 2001, isa dec l ine in membership, he said!'ei l s-iSaid the dec l ine was caused) economic reasons.Businesses waiting to see whatthe c h a m b e r ' s board of directorsare .going to do in hir ing a newexecutive direc tor are contribut-ing to .more problems, N e i l s said.' U t ' s . created a Catch-22," h econt inued. " W e ' r e entering intoin t erv i ews f o r a p r o s p e c t i v ed i r e c t o r and we don' t have thef i r s t m o n t h ' s salary."N e i l s c i t ed three a s p e c t s o fcommunity h ea l th: p e o p l e stay-ing within a community; p e o p l eworking within a community andp e o p l e f i n a n c i a l l y s u p p o r t i n g acommunity.

Chamber board member S t e f a n i H i c s w a p r e s e n t s J e r r y Bennett with theCitizen of the Year award.
"Withou t p e o p l e l i v i n g andworking to make it b e t t e r , youhave no community," he said."In our community, there is acore group who make a d i f f e r -ence to this community," he said."I b e l i ev e Libby has more thani t ' s f a i r share."N e i l s pa s s ed on the chamberp r e s i d e n t ' s gavel t o Tim S t e e l e ,president for the year 2001.S t e e l e encouraged p e o p l e t oget i n v o l v e d and get o th e r sinvolved in bom the chamber andcommunity."We need to pu l l together foreconomic growth," S t e e l e said."The chamber can p l a y an in f lu-ential role in this. We need yourh e l p to both s t a f f the chamberand make it better."

S t e e l e said he has heard frommany business p e o p l e who aren' tchamber members that the Libbychamber d o e s n ' t d o anything f o rthem."Indirect ly we do," he said. "Ibelieve in the t r i ck l e down theo-ry."

T h e c h a m b e r ' s p r o m o t i o n a le f f o r t t o bring p e o p l e t o Libbyb e n e f i t s some bus ines se s d ir e c t -ly, such as the mot e l s and restau-rants, S t e e l e said. P e o p l e work-ing at those bu s ine s s e s s p e n dmoney in the community b ene f i t -ing more businesses, he said."I would like to j u s t emphasizethat we all need to get involved,"he said. "I don't see my chamberpre s id ency a s a p r i v i l e g e , i t ' s ? —responsibil i ty." \Volunteer of the Year Awardswere given to Karen Ross andCynthia Stephens. Ross was rec-ognized for countles s hours vol-unteering in the chamber o f f i c eas a recept ionis t , f i l i n g , organiz-ing the Parade of Light s , workingon C h r i s t m a s C o m e s t o L i f e ,working with the F r i e n d s of theL i b b y L i b r a r y and L i b b yN o r d i c f e s t .Stephens was honored for vol-unteering to re-design the cham-b e r ' s w e b s i t e a n d k e e p i n g i tu p d a t e d . S h e a l s o v o l u n t a r i l ymaintains the City of Libby web-site.Rich Burns o f W e s t e r nB u i l d i n g Center was recognizedas the Business Person of theY e a r for the d o n a t i o n s andinvolvement of the bui lding cen-ter in numerous c ommuni tyevents during the past year.

Cit izen of the year recognitionwas given to past chamber presi-dent J e r r y Bennett for his contin-uing work at several d i f f e r e n tl e v e l s to make L i b b y a bet terp l a c e to live and do business."It is my pl ea sure to serve thechamber board," Bennett said."A lot of p e o p l e l ook at it as'work but this community means

s o much t o m e because I ' v egrown up here." . ...;.iẑ ::The new chamber_bpard ofdirectors was ins tal l ed. Directorsare Cathy Jenk^i s , S t e f a n iH i c s w a , Rich ^Birfns, ChariL u c a s , Gary. ,X«fe^e^ t Caro lCady, Paul Neil s; . Joe Fedqrchak,Gary N j i r i c l i ' I i r W ' H i S ^ d M i e i t i a -Radlmayr. ^eoqcnq B v - J M T



A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers aboutAsbestos a n d E P A ' s Investigation

Q * I understand that the Community Advisory Group, in conjunction
*with St. John's Lutheran H o s p i t a l , has prepared a health benefit

program for the community to consider. Where can I get a copy of this
d r a f t document and how can I have input into the f i n a l f o rmat of the plan?
A: You can get a copy of the draf t plan at the EPA Information Center at 501 Mineral Ave. in Libby or
call and have one sent to you. The number is 406-293-6194.
The Heal th Benefit Program is conceptual at this point since it is not yet funded. When funded, it will be
a health insurance plan designed to meet the needs of people who have asbestos-related medical needs.Make sure your needs are known!
The Community Advisory Group will discuss the plan at the next meeting on Feb. 8 from 7:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. in the Libby City Council chambers.
For more information or to provide input on the plan call:

Kerry Beasley at 406-293-3325 or
Sandy Wagner at 406-293-5010

'
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Asbestos supportgroup meets Feb. 1The support group for indi-viduals impacted by asbestos-related disease will meet onThursday, Feb. 1, at 7 p.m. at415 Louisiana Ave. The missionof the group is to help people toid en t i fy the impacts of asbestos-related stress on their lives andto work together for positive so-lutions. There is no charge toparticipants. For more informa-tion, on this and other upcom-ing groups, please call LauraSedler at 293-0180.



Asbe s t o s hazard has been documented
(The following letter was suppliedto The Montanian by ClintonMaynardofthe Libby Area Asbes-tos Research Group)•-»

0 August 1,2000-** Dr. Linda Rosenstock, Director!* National Inst i tute for Occupational^ S a f e t y & H e a l t h~ Hubert H. Humphrey Building, Room715H* 200 Independence Ave., S.W.Washington, D.C. 20201
Dear Dr. Rosenstock:I would like to bring to your at-> i tention a significant occupational1 and public health concern regard*b ing the widespread dissemination«5 of amphibole ( a c t i n o l i t e - t r e m o h ' t e^ series) asbestos in Libby, Mont,'- and potent ial ly in vermiculite end-? products used throughout the coun-0 try. As you may be aware, NIOSHS researchers evaluated vermiculite^ miners, that were exposed to asbes-tos, in Libby, Mont, in the early1980s. NIOSH investigators foundsigni f i cant ly elevated risks of as-bestos-related malignant and non-malignant respiratory di:

among these workers. Concur-rently, Dr. Jim Lockey at the Uni-versity of Cincinnati ident i f i ed ele-vated pulmonary disease amongworkers with much lower asbestosexposures at a f a c i l i t y processingLibby vermiculite in Ohio. Thesearticles have been included for yourinformation.In November 1999, Libby be-came the focus of national atten-tion when it was reported that anumber of residents that did notwork at the vermiculite or process-ing f a c i l i t i e s were s u f f e r i n g fromasbestos-related diseases. Subse-quently, researchers from the Envi-ronmental Protection Agency(EPA), Public Heal th Service(PHS) Region 8, and Agency forToxic Substances and Disease Reg-istry (ATSDR) began intensive en-vironmental and public health in-vestigations of the site. Medicalscreening (e.g., chest x-rays, pul-monary function testing, question-naires) is currently being con-ducted on 4200 [sic] former work-ers, f a m i l y contacts, and others po-tent ia l ly at risk. NIOSH research-(Dr. Robert Castellan, Dr. Les-

lie Stayner, Dr, Pat Sullivan, Dr.Vince Castranova, Mr. KenW a l l i n g f o r d , and Mr. Ralph Zum-walde) have also been providingintermittent technical assistance tothese e f f o r t s .One issue that has very recentlycome to our attention, is that end-product vermiculite insulation, andmost likely other end-products, ap-parently contained appreciablequantities of asbestos, but weremarketed, sold, and used through-out the country without adequatelabeling or warnings and werecommonly considered to be non-toxic. ... Internal [W.R. Grace &Co.] documentation and recenttesting of residential insulation ma-terials, reportedly used in over onemillion homes, reveals that evenminimal handling by workers orresidents poses a substantial healthrisk (airborne exposures up to 150times the current occupationalstandards [ O . l f T c c ] ) .Recent discussions between theaforementioned federal partnersworking at the Libby site identi f iedthe pressing need for increasedNIOSH participation and responseto occupational health issues ofconcern. Suggestions for NIOSHconsideration include:1) the need for further charac-

terization of current worker expo-sures (e.g., construction/insulationworkers, nursery workers) that oc-cur when handling vermiculiteend-products;2) nationwide (i.e., "HazardAlert") warning to workers of thepotential dangers associated withthese products;3) possible epidemiologic orclinical investigations of appropri-ate groups that may currently orf o rmal ly be at increased risk; and4) a collaborative update of theoriginal NIOSH Libby cohorts byNIOSH and ATSDR investigatorsto help understand the clinical pro-gression of disease, morbidity, andmortality associated with thisunique, and perhaps more toxic,form of asbestos. This informationwould be of great value, not only tothose in Libby, but also for those atrisk throughout the country.If I can be of any further assis-tance to you in this matter pleasecontact me at (303) 844-7860 orDr. Aubrey Miller at (303) 844-7857.Sincerely,H u g h S . S l o a n , D . S . W .Assistant Surgeon GeneralRegional Heal th Administrator
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P.O. Box 946, Libby, MT 59923

Asbestos supportgroup meets Jan. 18The support group for indi-viduals impacted by asbestos-related disease will meet onThursday, Jan.' 18, at 7 p.m. at415 Louisiana Ave. The missionof the group is to help people toid en t i fy the impacts of asbestos-related stress on their lives andto work together for positive so-lutions. There is no charge toparticipants. For more informa-tion, on this and other upcom-ing groups, please call LauraSedler at 293-0180.



ASK EPA!!
Questions and Answers aboutAsbestos and EPA's Investigation

Q « I participated in the medical testing program. If I did not get a
* telephone call shortly f o l l o w i n g my medical testing informing me of

any abnormalities, does that mean that my tests were complete ly normal?
A » No, not necessarily. It is possible that you will be informed of an abnormality on your

•chest x-ray or lung function tests in the letter ATSDR will send you. Some test par-
ticipants were notified of an abnormality by telephone immediately f o l l owing their examina-
tion. These calls were made when the abnormality was found to require an immediate evalua-
tion by a physician. Abnormalities which did not require immediate medical attention, or wereident i f i ed by physicians in later reviews will be reported to participants by mail. The letters
not i fying participants of their test results are being sent as the reviews of the x-rays are com-
pleted by all reviewing physicians.

H j



January 17 meeting
On January, 17.2001 the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners will hold aninformational public meeting at 7 p.m. in the Ponderosa Room at the Libby City Hall

Complex. The purpose of the meeting will be for the commissioners to discuss and to
collect public comment on possible county governmental responses to the public health,
business and environmental impacts of asbestos and other hazardous substances in the
county. Topic s to be discussed include:
• The impacts of asbestos on the county;
• The option for the county government to undertake no response;
• The possible enactment of a county health ordinance addressing the abatement of

hazardous substances in the county through the county board of health or other
appropriate county governmental body;

• The potential creation and f u n d i n g of a public trust to provide appropriate and secure
health care for county residence impacted by asbestos through enforcement of such an
ordinance; and

• The poss ible options for fund ing of any county response to these issues.
Susan Dnmheller



Q
A S K E P A ! !

Questions and Answers aboutAsbe s t o s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t iga t i on
• I've heard that Libby may get an EPA grant for economic
* deve lopment . Does EPA do economic deve lopment?

A * In mid-January, the City of Libby will submit an appl i ca t i on for a Brownfields As-
•sessment Pilot Grant. Thi s competitive grant process awards $200,000 grants to

states, cities and other pol i t i ca l subdivisions, such as universities, to assess "Brownfields"
sites for economic development potential. The link to EPA. is that a s ignificant portion of the
money is used for environmental assessment. The money cannot be used for cleanup nor for
construction.
A Brownfield site is de f ined as a site, or portion of a site, that has actual or perceived con-
tamination and an active potential for redevelopment or reuse. Often these sites are not de-
veloped or reused because potential developers fear of environmental contamination.
The appl i ca t ion proposes that the grant be managed by the Lincoln County Economic De-
velopment Council. Proposed activities include environmentally assessing sites in the Libby/
Troy area for contamination and choosing several sites for redevelopment. The proposal
also includes a suggestion by the Community Advisory Group to do an economic impact as-
sessment to determine what the economic impact of the asbestos crisis has been on the econ-
omy of Libby.
For more information call:

Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1 150 x241
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The Locally Owned Montanian
The letters to the editor section is an open p u b l i c forum. We will pub l i sh all letters of interest to thegeneral pub l i c , free of charge, as space and t ime l ine s s allows. All letters must inc lude a name, address andphone number where the writer can be reached day or night. We will p u b l i s h writer's name and address,

EDITOR, THE MONTANIAN, P.O. Box 946, LIBBY, MT 59923. email montanian@libby.orc

S t a t e and f e d e r a l governments let L i b b y down
Editor b note: This letter-was pre-sented to Rebecca Hammer, EPARegjon 8 along with other informa-tion, June 15, 2000.By Clinton MaynardBy 1935, it was known that as-bestos caused lung disease. By1956, the state of Montana knewthat the time in Libby had a seriousasbestos problem. The state ofMontana's occupational healthagency asked that e f f o r t s be madeto reduce the hazard to the work-ers. These requests continued formany years that fo l lowed. Step swere taken to reduce to asbestoslevels in the workplace, obviouslythose steps were highly inadequate.It is hard to believe that a statehealth o f f i c i a l could go to thatmine and mill site and not see theplume of dust coming out of thedry mill. It is also hard to believethat it never occurred to thesehealth o f f i c i a l s that maybe this as-bestos dust might be going to theentire population in the area. Hun-dreds of tons of asbestos dust werespewing from that mountain eachyear and the state evidently had noconcern for the surrounding popu-lations.. At some point the federal gov-ernment came to the realizationthat asbestos is deadly toxic. OSHAbegan lowering the permissible ex-posure level (PEL) in the occupa-tional setting (exposure levels al-lowed over an 8-hour work day).In occupational settings, opticalmicroscopes are used to do fibercounts, with the size limit beinglonger than 5 microns in length,and measured per cubic centimeterof air (fibers/cc). For comparison,the typical sugar cube would meas-

ure just over 3 cubic centimeters (3cc.) to 1971, OSHA set an occupa-tional permissible exposure level of12.0 fibers/cc. In 1972, this levelwas reduced to 5.0 fibers/cc. By1976, the permissible exposurelevel was reduced to 2 fibers/cc. In1986, this occupational permissibleexposure level was reduced to 0.2f ibers/cc. Today' s permissible ex-posure level in an occupational set-ting is set by OSHA at 0.1 fibers/cc. In December 1975, during arainy period, W.R Grace sampledthe air in downtown Libby, result-ing in fiber counts ranging as highas 1.5 fibers/cc. Thi s means thatthe people who lived in Libby atthat time were exposed to 15 timesthe level of asbestos air pollutioncurrently allowed by OSHA in theoccupational setting. A resident,exposed to this level of air pollu-tion, would have inhaled over 20million toxic asbestos fibers in a24-hour period.In 1980, Midwest Research In-stitute, commissioned by the Envi-ronmental Protection Agency(EPA), came up with an opticalcount of .5 f iber s /cc outside Libbyduring a time in October when ithad been raining. This October1980 count was af t er the new wetmill was in operation, which cameon line in the mid 1970s.While data is limited, it is safeto say that these were not isolatedinstances and that during dryweather times and periods of inver-sions over Libby, asbestos f ibercounts could have been muchhigher. W.R Grace ceased opera-tions in 1990. This would suggestthat EPA as well as the state of

Montana, not to mention W. RGrace, had no concern for thesa f e ty of the populations of LincolnCounty Montana. Maybe the peo-ple of Lincoln County should letgovernment off the hook and justsay "you guys shouldn't have beensleeping on the job."W. R Grace did what industrydoes — make a p r o f i t and get awaywith as much as you can. This iswhy we have government agenciessuch as the EPA, Montana Depart-ment of Environmental Quality,and Montana Department ofHeal th and Environmental Sci-ences, to oversee industry and tomake sure what happened heredoesn' t happen. These governmentagencies are entrusted by the peo-ple so that we don't have to walkaround with microscopes, testingthe air we breathe.Our governments have grosslyfa i l ed us, and what do we get? Weget to live with diseases and death,and we get to listen to governmentsay, "don't come to us for yourlong-term health needs."Does W. R Grace really careabout our health or health care?Their contribution in the form ofasbestos has made the answerpretty clear.We are a population that havebeen exposed, without choice, to atoxic substance that will bring uscancer, disability, su f f o ca t i on anddeath. If government has any dig-nity or compassion, the people ofLincoln County, Montana, UnitedStates of America, will be compen-sated with the f inest , full medicalcoverage, that is honored, wherew may choose to seek treatment.We will also be compensated with

the diligent research effort that isneeded to f ind the answers to cur-ing the diseases that we are facedwith.We will be provided with recla-mation e f f o r t s that will provide aclean environment for our future.The people will be provided educa-tional programs that will teach usabout the toxicity of tremolite as-bestos and what past exposuremeans to our health. Educationthat might a f f o r d us the opportu-nity to make informed decisions inregard to our health care. WE willbe provided with air quality moni-toring on a weekly basis, whichwill inform us of asbestos f ibercounts for all size fibers. The peo-ple of Libby and Lincoln Countyhave the right to know. This envi-ronmental disaster has impactedour health, our economy and manyof us will have been robbed of ourgolden years. We were given nochoice.Final ly, the people of LincolnCounty are encouraged by the new •faces of the EPA and ATSDR, PaulPeronard and crew, who have pre-sented themselves with sincerityand heartfe l t concern. We feel matif provided with the means, thesef o l k s will do what is right for thepeople and our environment Ourfederal government spends billionsof tax dollars on smart bombs, inthe name of keeping Americansout of harm's way, we too areAmericans.(Clinton Maynard advocates free,100 percent medical care for allresidents who were exposed to as-bestos from the WJR. Grace & Co.mine near Libby)



.3,Libby screening revealsheart and lung problems
Heal th screenings of thousands of peo-

ple have found likely heart and lung
problems among former Libby mine
workers and area residents, bul f c d c n i l
health o f f i c i a l s vvon'l have a complete an-
swer about the s i/c and scope of (he prob-
lem until sometime in February.

From July through October, thousands
of current and former residents of Libbyand Troy, and 90 people in Elko. Nev.V
who used to live in Libby were tested for
potential asbestos-related illnesses.

O f f i c i a l s o f the Agency for T o x i c Sub-
stances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)
are trying lo determine (he extent ofill-
nesses linked lo the former.W.R. Gmcc
& Co. venniculitc mine in Libby that re-
leased asbestos into the air.

At least 88 asbestos-related i l lnesses
and deaths in (he Libby area have been
connected lo the Grace mine dial shut
down 10 years ago.

Along with a massive cleanup effort
mounted by the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, the ATSDR is compiling

a study of the po t en t ia l h e a l t h e f f e c t s of
the mining operations. Of the people
tested by Oct. 16. Libby rad io log i s l s re-
ported abnormal i t i e s in the clicsl x-rays
of 313 people. Those peopl e were imme-
dia t e ly referred to doctors for f o l l o w - u p
tests.

The ERA said most of the re f erral s
were made for heart-related conditions,
but 35 people tested showed thickening of
(he chest ua l l s . a sign of asbestos c.\|x>-
surc.
Of the a p p r o x i m a t e l y 6.000 peop l e icslcd
by mid-October. 3(K) people had \\orkcd
at the Grace mine and 368 had o i l i e r
\vork-rclatedcontacl w i t h v crmiu i l i l c
dust. ATSDR said.

From the chest x-rays of 42V |x;oplc.
40 were sent for further evaluation. And
for the 4.646 people who had lung-
func t i on tests. 12 were told lo go lo a doc-
tor immediately.

A full report on the test r e su l t s by
ATSDR will be made in February.



ASK EPA! !
Questions and Answers aboutA s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n

Q « I s A T S D R ' s m o r t a l i t y s t u d y re lated t o t h e
*medical screening?

A: No. The Medical Screening and the M o r t a l i t y S t u d y are two d i f f e r e n t things.
The Medical Screening was designed to check Libby residents for evidence of lung dis-
ease. Over 6,000 p e o p l e were screened and ATSDR has begun to send out the result s to
those p e o p l e who par t i c ipa t ed in the program.
The M o r t a l i t y S t u d y is a review of death c e r t i f i ca t e s f rom 1979 to 1998 to determine un-
derlying causes of death for residents of the Libby area. The review was conducted to
compare death rates for residents of the Libby area with those in Montana and in theUnited S t a t e s for selected diseases associated with exposure to asbestos.
The M o r t a l i t y S t u d y showed that deaths f rom asbestosis were a p p r o x i m a t e l y 40-60 times
higher than expec t ed. Deaths f rom mesothelioma, a rare type of cancer, also appeared to
be higher than expec ted. The number of deaths over that time period f rom other causes,
inc luding lung cancer and d ige s t ive cancer, was lower than expected.
For more i n f o r m a t i o n cal l: • / M \ 0 A T M * " * A ' '

Dan Strau sbaugh , ATSDR Montana Representative at 293-2728 or
S t e v e Dearwent, M o r t a l i t y S t u d y Author at 1-404-639-0669



Wednesday, January 3, 2001



A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers aboutAsbestos a n d E P A ' s Investigation

Q: I recently participated in the asbestos medical testing in
Libby. What is the status of the reports from those tests?
A: The results of your x-ray reviews, lung function test, and health interview are combined intoone report. When you receive the report, you may wish to review your results with your personal
physician. If your tests show any abnormalities, your physician may suggest that you undergo ad-
ditional testing to further evaluate your health before making recommendations for your personal
health care.
^ As of December 15th, 750 test results report letters had been mailed to ATSDR medical test-

ing program participants. ATSDR expects to send out 250 more results letters by the end ofDecember.
S ATSDR has begun a preliminary analysis of the test results for the f irst 1,000 participants in

the testing program. ATSDR expects to present a summary of the analysis at the Community
Advisory Group meeting in February, 2001. /vi» *» T AAM A rtFor more information call:
ATSDR. Dan Strausbaugh at 1-406-293-2728.
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A S K E P A ! !
0 ^K ^v Questions and Answers abouto ^^ ^r Asbe s t o s and EPA's Inves t igat ion

Q « My home has v ermi cu l i t e in su la t ion in it. W i l l EPA ever
*be able to tell me whether my home is s a f e to live in?

A: EPA is working with other federal agencies and scientists to evaluate the s a f e t y of ver-
miculite. The Agency uses a risk assessment to estimate the risk of living in or being in a cer-
tain situation.

EPA's goals with regard to this are:

1 to determine whether amphibole (tremolite asbestos) fibers are more toxic than serpentine
(chrysotile asbestos) fibers.

2 to analyze human and animal study data on asbestos-related illnesses to determine
whether EPA can develop a model that helps predict the risk of developing cancer from
exposure to tremolite asbestos.

3 to have an open forum for scientists of various backgrounds to review the theory and
model.

Dr. Chriss Weis and Dr. Aubrey Mil l er will be in Libby on Wednesday and Thursday,
Dec. 13,14. They will be happy to meet with you and discuss the status of the risk assessment
or other questions and concerns you may have. Please call the EPA Information center at 293-
6194 to make an appointment.
For more information, callDr. Chris Weis, Science Coordinator, at 303-312-6671

Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator, at 406-441-1150 x241



Morris is a "bad shot"
Editor.Mr. Roger Morris [editor of theWestern News] has most of the inkin this county, but unfortunately heabuses that privilege by using apoor patterned load for his editorialshotgun. His shot load scatters andis not in the least accurate. We re-fer to his editorial dated, Oct. 27,

2000.He states, "It ' s disingenuous o fProject 56 to bring their anti-federal government agenda to thisissue without regularly attendingthe Citizens Advisory Group meet-ings and participating in the dis-cussion. The only thing they canaccomplish with this type of rheto-

ric is delaying the clean up e f f o r t sand extending the period of timethat residents of this area are ex-posed to harmful materials."Mr. Morris missed the clay bud.Our views on the federal govern-ment were printed in his paperback in April. We have no problemwith our form of government. It is

the greatest in the world, past, pres-ent and future. It is certain admini-strations and non-elected bureau-crats who usurp our rights withwhom we differ.Morris uses the term"constitutionalists" as a dirty word.We are proud to be
"constitutionalists." As for the city
council having illegal meetings, itis our view that the new city attor-ney is attempting to keep the coun-
cil on the straight and narrow. If
they take his advice the matter will

become mute, [sic]We don't mind your taking potshots at us, but go back to the load-ing bench and develop a more ac-curate load. Your have a very goodand powerful shotgun at your dis-posal, but it takes good ammuni-tion and constant practice to be-come agoodshot. > ......
Ken Short, Project 56 '



P U B L I S H E D EVERY W E D N E S D A Y I N

Ban CHS brings toxicologistto Libby Nov. 29
U.S. Sea Max Baucus, D-Mont.,

visited Libby with a toxicologist and
director of the University of Montana's
Center for Environmental Heal th
Sciences to tour a health clinic anddiscuss asbestos-related issues withcommunity leaders.

Baucus, who last visited Libby in lateMay, brought Dr. Andre Holian, atoxicologist and director of the UM
center, to Libby Nov. 29 to tour Libby's
Center for Asbestos Related Disease and
ensure that Libby residents are gettingadequate health care fo l l owing exposureto asbestos fibers from a defunctvermiculite mine near Libby.

Baucus introduced Dr. Holian to Libbyo f f i c i a l s and residents. Dr. Holian is a
leading scholar in the study of lung-related disease, and he has indicated hewill spend some of his department budgetto study Libby residents' asbestos-related
• lisease processes. In July 2000, Dr.
Holian became the f irst director of the
Center for Environmental Heal th
Sciences at the University of Montana.

"I want to mate sure that Libbyresidents get the health care and attentionthey need," Baucus said. "That's why Iinvited Dr. Holian to Libby. He will be avaluable resource to the f o l k s and leadersin Libby. And I want to make sure that allof our r e s p o n s e s — f e d e r a l , state andlocal — are coordinated so that we're
e f f i c i en t and sensitive in meeting thehealth needs of Libby residents a f f e c t e dby asbestos exposure."Dr. Holian, Baucus said, is interestedin creating studies to de f ine asbestos-induced lung fibrosis in hopes of f ind ingcures. He also is interested in de f iningpopulations that are susceptible toasbestos exposure, as well as the uniqueaspects of exposure to tremolite asbestos."I want to hear directly from thepeople of Libby to make sure the clean-upefforts are on track and that the f o l k sinvolved are getting the care they need,"Baucus added "Cooperation andcommitment at all levels of governmentis critical to ensure Libby's full recover}:"
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A S K E P A ! !

Questions and Answers aboutAsbes to s a n d E P A ' s Inves t igat ion
• Why is EPA going to start taking more sample s when many p e o p l e
* h a v e n ' t even gotten the results f rom s a m p l i n g that was done last spring?

A: EPA regrets that there are some peop l e who s t i l l have not received sampling results.
The delay is caused by two circumstances:
1) EPA is holding the soil and insulation samples that were taken in April 2000 or later
until we have completed a performance evaluation (PE S t u d y ) on the analytical tech-
niques that are available to analyze the samples. Consistency and reliability problems us-
ing light microscopy have prompted EPA to get more appropriate techniques f o r m a l l y
approved. EPA wants to make sure the results we give to p e op l e are the most accurate
results we can get with today's technology. We want to have confidence in the measure-
ment of asbestos mat we give you. This will he lp us to better estimate what risk there
may be from contaminated vermiculite in or a r o u n d y q u r ' K p m e V "' ; ^
People whose homes were sampled in March should have received preliminary results
on indoor air and dust samples last summer. No soil or insulation results were sent out
from the March samples. No results were sent out on April samples.
2) One of the contractors mat the EPA was working with, ISSI, Inc., had financial prob-
lems and went bankrupt. This has a f f e c t e d our work on several pro j e c t s , one of mem be-
ing management of our data base. Any information we have on the samples mat were
taken is saved, but has not been easily accessible. It will be January before we have a
f u l l y functional database again. EPA will make every e f f o r t to get all available sampling
results out to p e o p l e as soon as po s s ib l e a f t e r the database is functional again.
If you have any questions about the meaning of the sampling results you have received,
please call Paul Peronard, On-Scene Coordinator, at 303-312-6808 to discuss your re-
sults with him.
You may also call:

Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator, at 406-441-1150 x241
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The support group i f o r i r ^ d r i ^ s S. have been impacted by sisbestos-relateddisease lias reached its limit and has been
teinporarily closed to rie\\- partieipants; .: According to group co-facilitators Ann
Martin ^artd Laura Sfedler, "ResrxJhsie ;td-'
the group has been very positive aid i we:have reached the lirhft of the number ofpeople we can e f f e c t i v e l y serve^in one

lias been raxjgnized for long-term
support for this resource," Sedler said.

asbestosis do not have the stamina for
evening meetings," Sedler said "TWeare-hoping to be able to add another group of

. . . .Sedler said there has been interest in
forming another group and funding is ;

being sought to support additional , - ••.-.:
•meetings. ' . • " ' • • • . ' . " ' ;

vO*:i;:.. • ="Current fundmg has been through the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agencj'under a temporary contract, but the need

Anyone who is ^sti\iiggllng^trrtheir ;

own oria loved flf te'S idia|noasbfasbestos-related disease who might be
interested in attending a group is urged to

ait interested, sp we can plan to meet the
needs we see, and let them know whenwe rave space available," Sedler said.
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< |^^|4^;See^«EPA^ttot'oth*d 1 sposal t _ Ikbrination wi l f b e presented via an- *:.:•****•?:^̂ "|̂ re a f t e r r^e smc lud lngaddmga. c eEto th e d b v e r f i e a d n o t a ' S m t t S i i e p o r t T f e s e - * f f MrJCai88-imetertieieciea T jncnln rnimtv landfill and shioment to S _ i ^ _ : ^ . w . . - ^ j ' l J s witt no td i f l erent ia t l-* ' i1-̂ -?-->ln Cpunly l a n d f i l l and shipment, to' :

. .——.... — support „.. a.^cra^^A^Se^o^/ian-Wu^c^r :; t h e f c l e a n u p and increased dust suppress!^^^^^Pgt4^fesc«enin^ p k n t f i b e i s . — — - — — —

^tttecoaded y: ^bon^£l^rrc?bW2HiislSM)ic%'l'!W<*W^J¥!^,^farS^ letweenasWos andnon-asbes t(Krelated^^pSgranti s secobdary.becausepatiek . " r

egrdnfreyu^a ?;: / s ^S^PA S S e d f e ^ f e to?l :*^WS^P^^5f|*Mf S^J Disease, It should also be renKmberedtnatr-:|s|Bents will be hi'Aer with Medicare.- -
"??̂ >̂ ^̂ ? ,;SlSS^e^^ -.- -.-.-.-. ,v, .„. . -* • -. i h e p r e U m i n a r y d a t a ' m a y - i i d t ' b e "ijnwb^.s^.its.wimngrie^i^o - .,„..,,..ijj^esoitatiye. — - — ' - -

]^:^



CAG Member Comment ^Wk are working
f th Medicare to assure that having the w.Gr

said that the W.R. Grace plan" i|^ttl^o^;^as]^Btos-.9. HNA is working on claims..__ ,̂....._,„ StJobij's.Hospital to ensure}t asbestos-related treatment is ' 'compensated. Dr. Kardos and.Rick Palagiare.also working on a letter of agreement toaddress the fee schedule. The 90%reference in the reimbursement rate means'that 90% of the doctors in either the HIAAor MDR survey would accept the •reimbursement as total payment for the -service rendered.

have requeued W.R. Grace medical plan peddle Have'not enr>applicat ions, 25 peopled have a p p l i e d and not received assura8112$ have been accepted into the program, have filed suit agairHe urged p eop l e to enroll the plan. . "
QAGMeniberClohimqnt-P,e,pple havenot enrolled In the plan because they-don'ttrustWJR.. Grace. .,
CAGMeiiiber Comment- People.think
Grace plan are too strict, and therefore

-St. John'sH6spiidthas advocated that the planInclude wellness provisions that in the.long, run will reduce treatmentaosts.-Response- The plan only pays fortreatment of

.... toy/harm their fegal position, fry :>,,.-. . . . entailing: " ^ ' • • . . ' " • . . ' ' . ' • ' ' ' ' ' ; ' , . ' . : , . \ \ ' f ."" Response- Medical records must be kept'conttitential by federal law. ,;,;.'< :K. .];••:••.'•
Audience Member Comment ^Bofk (»• .„•f, .Apftffthe Sullivan lawfiriri wrote to.W.R. ..•° *Grticeiavyers asking that W.& Gfa&e: ;•'give specific assurance thatithe legal .~g position of"thosefiling suits:n.Qt be ;;-,:'••' hatjned by enrolling in the medicalplafi,.Wo response has been received. ••-.•'•*•A n s w e r - H N A will recommend to W.R.; that they n' t h a t those

;«*i Ptat^
| CAG Member Comment- The home careZ and hospice provisions foundon pages >,j 15-19 of the W.R, G^cegl^'fjfenot ,^

what doctors charge.
' v . .: l|K^fft|l^

^̂ P̂ ' "fai. ' • ' ' " — ' M , \ ' v ' l ' l " a . 5 ' j W ' ' : - . i^ ^ . ' « ' ' . • • • ' • • • ' • . - . , ' I ' . . .

sarily -mean the best service. Manymcluding competition a f f e c t
participate.Response- SNA will discuss thft ;

prescription benefit provisions with W.R.' '

CAGMember Comment^fae W&Graee:ff plancouldendat'any'time.Weneedupj? front money based on an actuarial , V'- analys,is,in a trust t o assure that treatment
• • - Grace. ' , r i . :; ; : !i will continue to be available." • . - , ' & ' • : • ' " < ' • ' : . ' . ' • ' ' . - ' • " . K Response- T h e frequency a n d intensity o fCAG Member Comment'r.Ahpther'feasorit asbe5tps.-relat.ed disease in I^ib^y ^0°! .. ,

known. Aji actuarial. not be accurate. The amount of f u n d i n g in; the trust would have to be updated at leastevery:fiyeyears.. ; : , ; , , • ' • • ; • : A-.... " ' ; '
CAGMeniber Comment -Five areas ofdeficiencies in the W.R. Grace medieaf.plan.haye:beenrepeatedly:cQmin.uiiieated,toW.&Grace. b^t they hav^nof bee ,.,' corrected. The deficiencies'art a .: '',•-''.. -Acontinuing source. offrustratidn'i>!ltll'the "•plan.the five areas areip.ldn eligibility N:-criteria, home and hospice ctire. mental ,health coverage and -ii/etiness, 'screening•and follow-up evaluation, and up front
Response- Dr KaVdos stated that if peoplewould send a derailed list of changes that •should be made in the plan, HN A will ••'.":submit tliemto:a blue ribbon panej.of three ;of four of the country's best asbestosphysicians. These_pnysicians wi|l not be in, the employ of W.R. Qrace, The , .;, •qua l i f i ca t i on s of the paneli s t s will be sent tothe CAG. HNA will take therecommendations irom.the partel for planchanges to W.R. Grace. Dr. Kardos willattempt to have a response to the list of. problems back to the CAG at its December
recommended by HNA as a result of thisprocess.; . . . • • ..'

should bring its excess Insurance CarrierInto the discussion. . . .. ;

CAGMembetj 'Comment^-insurance. coverage from t ical
. ^financial assistqncef. People \tithout ;;••-;:• :insurance will not seek treatment forthejr :

.be corrected, 'anyone not getting medicalcare because they can\ajjord it shoMlft- ' vmake 'its? o} 'the plan.. • :;; -..::,••"• :^^^.-^-
should 'con(iituetQ:ddvertise the *.~j$*'ff:': ,,availability ofyheplanln simple terms :-.( y,that people can readily understand. : . ' • '
N e x t Meeting • . • . - * , - • ' • ' ' ; • : , • . ; ' ' . : ; . . - : 'The next meefing is scheduled forWednesday, Nov. 1» 3000 from 7 to^id.in the Ponderosa Room of the Libby CityHall, : , . ' . .
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Q
Questions and ^pswers aboutAsbestos and EPA's Inveistigation

• Will the Libby Community Advisory Group continue
*to meet about asbestos issues through the holidays?

» Yes. The Community Advisory Group will continue to meet although they have
-• decided to meet only once per month for me rest of the year 2000.;

The Group met on October 12. There will be: no meeting on October 26. You may
review the meeting summaries on the EPA web page at:
ht tp://www.epa. gov/region08/superfund/ ,. •

The N ovember meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 1st in the
Council Charab^ej^at City Hall iB»ilaibb bytft<om.>!7500spsHKiiT* 9iOOs•;pdw-^s»ws»:'!sw«»«w«sra«i!a*sii&

v,..Jt4te^^^M;-, , f v
r; "̂"~*"; "̂*̂ ^a presentation by A T S D R - o n the process iisicf and timing of me* release of resiits^;>;

both individual and overall trends for Libby. ; f

* a presentation by MSU of services available tojftie Libby community such as assis-
tance iri better understanding the technical/scienti f ic aspect of EPA's investigations
and cleanups. ;
The December meeting will be held on ThursdayvDecember 14th in the Pon-

derosa Room at City Hal l in Libby from 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
If you have any questions about me CAG or EPA's actiop in Libby,
1) Call Wendy Thomi,:406^41 ril50 x24lor Paul>er<>nari;3Q3^312-6808 ,; rr
2 ) L c » k a t t h e E P A web page atihe above address- ' ; ,3) S t o p .by the EPA Information Center at 501 Mineral Ave.*Mpnday-Friday; < ,



Q
Questions and Aiisw^fs aboutAst>estos and EPA's Ihvestigatiort

• I recenjly participated in the asbestos medical
^testing in Libby. Why does it take three or more -

months to receive my personal test results?
A * Your testing consisted of several parts. Some of the^ tests involve several

•steps and require a lengthy review by the doe.ft>rs interpreting them. We ;
want to ensure that each part is analyzed and interpreted correctly. Following is a
description of the process, ' "
S First, your x-rays are reviewed locally, which takes about a week. If the local

reviewer believes your x-rays show a possible urgent medical condition:, you
will be called immediately. ; "

are^se/ir^rtfn^e^eparate e x p e i l s ' e x p e r i e n ^ ^
rays for vevicJence ibf asbestos exposure. The ^set ofx-ra^m^areMlycon- :>^
trolled as it moves from reviewer to reviewer, it takes about two months to
complete the separate reviews of the x-rays.
Final ly, the results of your x-ray reviews, lung-function test, and health inter-
_view are combined into one report. You receive this report about three
months af t er your appointment. When you receive the report, you may wish
to review your results with your personal physician. If your test shows any
abnormalities, your physician may suggest;th$t.^pju:^
to further evaluate your health before ^making recommendations for your per-• sonaf health care. ; ^ : • • ' . " - ; - ' . ; - . ^ •:-^^ff^/ / ' - : - : - ' v ' V " . / ' " ; • / • ' . ",s\-- : _ , ' : " ' - : . ' : •

iFor more information/cali: ; J^
^

To schedule an appointment, call 1-800-439-8308 by October 19, 2000







U ,Grace medical plan: First payments leaveasbestos victims with unpaid hospital bills
By David F. Latham,editor of The MontanianSL John's Lutheran Hospi tal in Libbyhas received its f irs t statement ofpayments from the medical plan o f f e r e dby W.R Grace & Co. for medicalservices to asbestos patients, and the planfalls far short of the c o m p a n y ' s p l edge topay "100 percent" of victims' medicalbills.According to hospital CEO RickPalagi, the hospital received its f irs t no-tice of payment the week of Sept. 28."We have received one remittancenotice... on two patients who hadcharges and it appears that the plan paysabout 68 percent of those patientcharges, leaving the balance to be pickedup by patients," Palagi said in aninterview Sept 29."Initial review of this f irs t statementwe got from them would give us a per-centage that is very close to what Medi-care reimburses. Medicare has struggledto make reimbursements to hospitals andproviders that would actually cover thecost of providing the service," Palagisaid.The two patients will receive billstotaling $338.65, Palagi said."These couple of patients have a billand I'm required by law to bill them," hesaid.Palagi said there might be some re-course for die patients."The p a t i e n t s ' r e c o u r s e would be, if' .they have other kinds of insurance, they

could submit the balance to thatinsurance," Palagi said. "My ;>understanding would be. they couldn'tsubmit this to Medicare because it wassubmitted to HNA first and Medicarerequires that you submit to them first."The Grace medical plan isadministered by Heal th NetworkAmerica (HNA), a privately owned andoperated company in New Jersey.Palagi said there were no ineligibleexpenses and the plan paid at least partof every expense that was submitted, butpaid the hospital less than it charged onseveral items. The conflict arises fromthe prices the hospital charges versuswhat HNA says it will pay."For example, there was a chest x-ray,single view, done at the bedside with aportable machine. Our usual charge forthat is $147 and [H^A] said they would,pay $59," Palagi said. ' :"Grace's representative m Libby, AlanStringer, said Libby's hospital justcharges too much for some services..'There is an issue here with some ofthe charges the hospital lias made,"Stringer said in an interview Sept . 29."Our program says it will pay 100percent of [what is] reasonable andcustomary. No plan, no insurance,nobody out there can in clear consciencepay 100 percent of what anybody wantsto charge," Stringer said:But Palagi disagrees."I have data to tell us we are competi-tive in our charges and not out of line,"

Palagi said.Stringer, meanwhile, says the plan isup front about what it will pay."The plan has said from thebeginning it will pay 100 percent of whatis reasonable arid customary," Stringersaid. "You have to ask the hospital whyare their charges so much higher thanwhat is reasonable and customary for...the Libby area."Stringer says the ' r e a s o n a b l e andcustomary' clause is stated plainly in theplan and there was never any attempt toconceal it."It's.right up front in the plan. Peopleshould take a look and read what theplan says," Stringer said.Grace spent several tens of thousandsof dollars in April to advertise itsmedical plan in newspapers acrossMontana, including The Montanian.The ads said the company would pay"100 percent of medical expenses" butGrace made no reference to ' r e a s o n a b l eand! c u s t o m a r y ' i n the ads.The widespread perception at thetime the ads came out was that patientswould not incur any expenses of theirown. 'But the head of HNA says that per-ception is wrong."That was really incorrect," said Dr.Steve Kardos, M.D., a pediatrician andthe CEO, owner and founder of HNA."I think the word 'eligible' in there isreally what is important," Kardos said.
(see BILLS on page 4)

Last day to make appointmentfor the free asbestos medicalt e s t ing is Oct 20
Libby-area residents have until Oct. 20 to set an appointment for free asbestos1

medical testing. Residents can call 1-800-439^8308 to f ind out if they are eligible.The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), which beganthe medical testing program on July 5, has tested over 4,500 people to date with •over 1.000 more scheduled to participate. The last day of tests is scheduled for Nov.2 . ' • . ' ' . . - ; . • • -The purpose of the medical testing program is to evaluate the current healthstatus of those people who were present in Libby during the period of highestexposure to asbestos. The program, designed by ATSDR, includes a f a c e r t o f f a c einterview, chest X-rays and lung-Ainction tests. Test results are to participantsapproximately three months af t er testing.To be eligible for medical testing, a person must have:•Lived, worked or played in Libby for at least six monthsbefore Dec. 31.1990,.or, . ' • " . . . - . ' , ' - • •• Be a former employee or the W.R Grace/Zonoli te company in the Libby area ora household member of a former employee.
The medical testing program was initiated as a service to the community as partof the Libby Community Environmental Heal th Project, a cooperative e f f o r tbetween ATSDR, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the MontanaDepartment of Public Heal th and Human Services, the Montana Department ofEnvironmental Quality, and the Lincoln County Environmental Heal thDepartment. .ATSDR is a public health agency of the U.S. Department of Heal th and Human,Services. ATSDR is responsible for preventing or reducing the harmful e f f e c t s ofexposure to hazardous substances on human health and quality of l i f e .For more about the medical testing program, call the ATSDR o f f i c e in Libby at(406) 293-7781 ext. 279. :



determined by... the greater fee by the physicians and the hospital
' ' - • ; ' ^ • . • • . » - A « ' . - • • » r . . - _ _ 4 - " ' -

PWgr^i^Rjv^f t e?: ,; ,

def ini t ions of who is covered ini g i b i l i t y i s i s p e l l e d the percentj le that Grace has Opted percentile. It was a radiology fee the luisurance cpinpairy Jlar^^iOuiuii the plan document," Kardos as the administrator of the plan to charged by the hospital for a . -of'customaiy.aiid'reaso)MbleiJ.fer MlOQ^e^t^i^^K^ ^•-•'•:.i!.-.:'-nf$$&<$•'- ; .-. ^:4i&^^^ ^flfc^^l^^' ^ sg^ur^otef;P^gisaid-^^• ;;£«'Tft^Hitini^>*l^l$tli i$l»^*.^^^ l&^ n n 1IS£aH^<«% : lS^M.m^ff i t& ,,*s6iMnisrti- ^vJ-B^/^^.«a^L4E3s&; -»~i> v - •:.&:.:-. .wti^^ftalLi.:!* i l i ' J . V W . j V ' . : ' .

exploitation ^of the plai Kardos' gmeQ^
- - : :

jp|^:^pl|^yppp^^^
tt̂ ŝ -;̂ î; |̂̂ ;hia f̂|̂ ^^

K ; v i * ' K ; , ; . . : 5 ; * , . 1 v ; ; s v « ' v : < ; ; ; . * S S ; ? ; ; ;^has^p s evwt fr ' ?
he|rt or lung problems, diabetes, anemia, kidney problems,
ttos<2 oh long term aspirin therapy^ arid wornen in the sec-
|̂l|r |bj$| ^fe^ ipf pregnancy during the influenza :. :^lasimifrom November to February^ . ; ;

t |?feaith care yv?orker| an^db^usreh^jlji.c<)ntacts! o f the .h igh, ,
^^ L-:M also be given priority. ' 'r H e a l t h Department if you •;!
||||iqns at 293-2660. Don't f orge t , we are now located at

^̂ ^̂ P1

••T^.- . ^ . r J r . s J i p - ; ^ ( - ' 1 y ^ - - - v , . . : K : ^ . ' - T . T r ( ^ .,.;... -,>.::. iif::r - — — — ^ • . f ^ ^ f f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ f f f f f , - ' - >• : «fv" S ^4 f*W*l>/W, 1110; would be getting bil l s and charges Stringer about th i s land exploine V serais. aj»^submitted that would be beyond > y h a t t } j e i r e a s p n s , n i i g h t b j e ; - ' r j n i $ c & tpu tp6 s e ^Illje.^!reason and.there. would be no limit tryingio ^"1'~ "-"̂ ""•"xi> r._it_-—innfe^i:^t p w h a t ' a ^ y b o d y ' 6 o u l d d h a r g e f o r j u ' d g m e n t a b o u i t i i i & b u t . . . wany fee," lie said. ^rpaoiis about t h e , j f e c t Uwtwe^ H ?"This plan has been; liavfe to h i l l tlw^wiitifchto^lPaiiiffr ;;$
company in a way that is far richerthan any other plan that weadniinistei

conditioa n j l c <i L i b b y"St l inge fy other plan that we --..,%? :^I«^;.f ;- ̂ .f:t^*!;aA l̂:̂ ;̂ ^ Stiingeip^pl^^;1^:^... s t e^ .: ' sp^^anyoneto .- T h e n e w s p a p ^ a d s T t h a t G ^ g e • • ^:$®jg$^%$$$$$' . sugges t-that:Uiis ' ' f ee ' ' s chedulei s .not pub l i sh ed inAprirrea^as fb i i^ 1 -:-:! ,^ ^•fl^^^mmKUving up to,the promise is really "Ninetyday^ agp^R.. Grace Asad because?iit doesn't indicate made a commitment tdprwidereally wha¥Uiedynarnies are that medical coverage as part of dur %•'are going on," Kardos said.Palagi said Kardps — who the pi sbpl iP g f ^ i s out of Medical Program i^ripwtouch \vith the problems and chat- "Complete c o v e r a g e ' ?
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other kinds of insulation in my home which may -
contain asbestos. Does this type of asbestos put

1
,0 If the insulation does not contain asbestos, then there is no threat of harm from as-
•bestQs*related illnesses from exposure to it, However, many types of insulation can -

be irritating ^^.the^kih, isose^ throat and |
One sure way to f ind out about the asbestos content-is to haye insulation samples collected •
by a state-accredited inspector and have the samples analyzed by an accredited testing labo-ratory. • • - • • • ' • " • . . • ' • ' - . . . • • , . - . • • , • ; ; - : / ' ; ; : . ; • : • - ' ; • . • . . . - . . • • . > • • • • . ' • • • ' • • ' " , v : : ; . • • • ; • ; . • • . - ; • • - . - • • ' • • ^ '

i . • . ' " ' " • . * - ';._ ; • • •
If it contains asbestos but is in good condition, l e f t undisturbed it may not be a problem. For
asbestos to present a problem for the homeowner, it must be disturbed so that tiny fibers are

^
airborne fibers that arq of Iconpern. If you .trririk that fil>ers f iwn the insulation may be i g^sl^
ting into your living space, then please consult an asbestos expert to have it ev^uated

' ' '
In the long term, it is better for a professional to replace old asbestos insulation with more
modern insulation However, containment options such as encapsulation with a sealant or
enclosure with sheet rock may be optionsto deJ^y the expense. : / ^,,
Thereare speci^ized"firms:that are certified m retBoving asbestos ia f e ly , You can locate.
Ihiese; f l u r r i t e l J u p u g h y^ '•'-.. v .
Foir jmoire information or & list of accredited inspectors and abatement specialists caU:

John i*bdolinsky or Pierre Arnicucci, Montana Deparrment of Environmental Quality, ^.' " '
More information can be found at the f o l l owing web ^ sites:;
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C l e a n u p could be delayed at
least one year

Asbestos removal halted as Grace keeps feds at
bay

By David R Lntlmra,editor of The Montanian 10 ( 1 1 0 U
Despite p l ea s for cooperation by county o f f i c i a l s and about 90 other community leaders and members,W.R. Grace & Co. continues to keep its newly reacquired mine site and related propert i e s closed to thegovernment, e f f e c t i v e l y s topping the cleanup of deadly tremolite asbestos near Libby.Grace says it is concerned about worker sa f e ty and alleged chemical contamination of soil that would bereturned to the c o m p a n y ' s property, which was formerly a vermiculite mine,Meanwhile, many Libby residents want Grace to reopen the site. The Community Advisory Group(CAG) voted unanimously (with 23 members present) at its S e p t . 14 meeting to request that Gracecooperate "with all due haste" to give the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency access to Graceproperty near the Raintree Nursery site, and to Grace's former vermiculite mine site, which the company
recently repurchased and then closed.Also last week, 64 Libby residents signed let ters to Grace asking the company to allow the cleanup tocontinue.Grace's refusal to cooperate is expected to delay the cleanup until next spring at the earliest, accordingto the EPA.Grace contends that the d ead ly tremolite asbestos waste it left behind a f t e r 30 years of mining cannot bereturned to its source at the mine because it may be contaminated with horticultural chemicals fromRaintree Nursery, which occupied the screening plant site for several years af t er Grace closed the mineand plant in 1990."... there is the question of what, if any, chemicals contaminate the soil the EPA proposes to dump atthe former mine site," wrote Alan Stringer, Grace's representative in Libby, in a response S e p t . 27 to theCAG. "Since the screening property was a working nursery for the last six years, we assume that somehorticultural chemicals were spi l led and soaked into the soil. EPA has not told us d i f f e r en t ly . "But EPA says there is no significant contamination."With regard to the horticultural chemicals in the soil at the screening plant [the Raintree Nursery site]and the adjacent propert ie s , EPA is aware of the ferti l izer, herbicides, pes t ic ides and all those kinds ofthings," said Wendy Thomi, EPA's community involvement coordinator, in a verbal response toStringer's letter at the S e p t . 28 CAG meeting."As we investigated the site we saw [the chemicals] there. They were containerized., very neatly kept,but we did a de ta i l ed interview with the Parkers [owners of Raintree Nursery] to determine what theiroperations were like and how they used those chemicals," Thomi said."Based on that interview, it was determined that they used them in containers on the trees and plant sthey used them on ... they didn't do any large-scale broadcasting of these chemicals to spill them on theground or jus t sort of a p p l y them to the ground, and Paul fPeronard of EPA] didnt think that was anissue . . ."Thomi said.
"We were satisf ied that is wasnt an issue and Grace has raised the point in this letter. They first raisedthe point last week to the Department of Just i c e and [Peronard] says it's the f irs t time he's had this issueraised to him," she said.
h t tp: / /wwwJibby.org/montanian/page2 .h tmI 10/3/00
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"What EPA will do now is well go ahead if Grace wants us to sample for pes t ic ides , well sample forpe s t i c ide s and fert i l izers , etcetera, now that they've raised the issue, and well also sample for pes t ic idesand f er t i l izer s and that type of thing up at the mine site," Thomi said.Grace also contends that it will somehow be liable for EPA workers and contractors while they are onGrace' s newly acquired property."... we must know who is re sponsible for the sa f e ty of the workers that [sic] will be moving the dirt
f rom the old screening plant to the former mine, if access is granted," Stringer wrote."We believe that the EPA should take full responsibility for the sa f e ty of its contractors, no matter
whose property they are on," Stringer wrote.Thomi said EPA o f f e r s the same range of coverage as is o f f e r e d on any job site."EPA takes great measures to protect the workers and we do it through a variety of methods," Thomi
said."We have bonds, we have very rigorous health and s a f e t y standards, traffic regulations, day-to-dayoperation, l iab i l i ty insurance, all kinds of things we do to protect both EPA employees and contractors[who] work with us," she said.The real issue not addressed in Stringer's letter is that Grace doesnt want to pay the cost of insuring
workers while the cleanup takes place.Thomi, however, did address it."At super fund sites across the country this issue hasnt come up. It hasnt been an issue before andEPA's pos i t ion ... is that since EPA is doing this cleanup because of material that Grace left behind,EPA views the costs that are associated with worker sa f e ty to be part and parcel of the cleanup costsand therefor, yes, they are Grace's responsibility," Thomi said.Stringer makes one point in bis letter that does not accurately re f l e c t Grace's control of asbestos-contaminated proper t i e s near the Kootenai River, He writes: "Grace has no control over the screeningp lan t; in fac t , Grace is barred from entering the property."Grace does however own properties nex to the screening plant and Thomi clarified it in her response."With regard to Mr. Stringer saying that Grace has no control over the screening plant, there are three[Grace-owned] propertie s by the river adjacent to the screening plant that need cleanup. These arecontrolled by Grace and Grace has denied us access to them," Thomi said."Oct. 18 is the date that Paul [Peronard] is looking at for delaying the cleanup on those propertie s . ... Ifwe don't have access to them by then, the cleanup will wait until next year," Thomi said.Despite the halt to the cleanup that has been imposed by Grace, Stringer insists that the company wantsto cooperate."We have tried to negot iate these issues with EPA, but f a i l e d . We are open to restarting negotiations,and pre f er that course, but are prepared to meet the EPA in court if we must," Stringer wrote.But Grace's alleged willingness to cooperate has not yet translated i t s e l f into meaningful action and thecleanup will probably be delayed well into next year."With regard to 'trying to negotiate with EPA1, as Mr. Stringer points out in the letter ... Grace waso f f e r e d the oppor tuni ty to view both the cleanups at the export plant [in town] and the screening plant[Raintree Nursery] voluntarily under a consent order, and they refused to do both of those cleanups. Sothen EPA was forced to issue a unilateral order for [Grace] at the export plant and the Parkers [ownersof Raintree Nursery] re fu s ed access to Grace and EPA took on the cleanup at [Raintree Nursery],"Thomi said."... They have volunteered many times in the newspapers, but when it comes down to actually doing thework and making the agreements, EPA has not been able to accept the conditions that Grace has placed.on their doing the work," Thomi said.In this latest exchange Grace f a i l s to mention that it would have no l iab i l i ty for workers or chemicalcontamination at the mine site if it hadnt recently bought a controlling interest in KootenaiDevelopment Corp., which is the legal owner of the properties.
Meanwhile, cleanup at the Raintree Nursery site is continuing, although the asbestos-contaminated soil
ht tp://www.l ibby.org/montanian/page2.html 10/3/00
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cannot be removed."With regards to the cleanup, minor amounts of excavation are left to do at the screening plant," Thomi
said. "Oct. 1 ... is the deadline [EPA is] looking at for taking the s tockpiled soil [contaminated withasbestos] up to the mine site, if we don't have access from Grace," she said.From 1963 to 1990, Grace operated a vermiculite mine near Libby in which deadly tremolite asbestoswas a major waste by-product. Grace operated the mine while knowing about the asbestos danger andtook no meaningful steps to warn workers or residents. As a result, at least 88 workers died and at least300 p e o p l e are currently diagnosed with terminal asbestos-related illnesses. Persons diagnosed include
former workers, their fami ly members, and even p e o p l e who had no connection to the mine other thanto live in Libby.
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Questions and Answers aboutAsbe s t o s arid E P A ' s Inves t iga t ion
W i l l EPA have p a m p h l e t s warning homeowners and

buyer of the p o s s i b l e hazards of l i v i n g in a home
with vermicu l i t e insulat ion?

A: At this point we do not have enough information showing that j u s t having vermicu-
l i t e in your home as insulation is dangerous enough for us to issue any national publ ic
health warning about vermiculite. However, we are working hard to determine po s s ib l e
risks posed by having asbestos-contaminated insulation in one's home or garden.

Currently, EPA is working on two major activities to better understand the risks
from non-occupational exposure to the vermiculite mined in Libby.
1 ) EPA is revising the risk-assessment methodology to include consideration of the type
of asbestos (chrysotile vs. tremolite), the length of the asbestos f iber s , and the length-to-
width ratio of the f ibers. The s e factors will h e lp scientists determine people' s
ing around even small amounts of tremolite asbestos* <
2) EPA is also working on getting new types of analytical techniques approved so that
the type , amount and size of asbestos found in a given home can be more accurately
measured.
EPA has tested vermiculite products on a national level (including commercially-
available insulation). T h i s information was shared with the Consumer Products S a f e t y
Commission. The results of the investigation indicate that the potential exposure to as-
bestos from some vermiculite product s poses only a minimal health risk to consumers.
The risk from having an abundance of asbestos-contaminated vermiculite in your home
remains unclear.

For more in format i on ca l l :
W e n d y T h o m i at 406-441-1 150x24
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Grace jumps the gun on air quality reports
Company issues "enthusiastic" press release aboutasbestos danger

By David P. Latham, editor of The Montontan } 0 \*>
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is still in the process of determining if Libby and Troyresidents are being exposed to to dangerous indoor levels of asbestos from vermiculite insulation,contrary to a press release issued Sept. 26 by W.R. Grace & Co.EPA does say, however, that the outside air around Libby appears to be tree of the toxic mineral,although the agency disagrees with Grace on the dangers of short-term versus long-term exposure."There may be some confusion about that," said Wendy Thomi, EPA's community involvementcoordinator, at the Sept . 28 meeting of the Community Advisory Group."I know Grace sent out a press release and we got all kinds of calls about what they had said and so Ijust wanted to c lari fy a couple of things about ambient air and indoor air," Thomi said.Grace issued a press release from its headquarters in Columbia, Md., with the headline, "Grace ispleased with latest Libby, Mont., testing results EPA says air monitoring shows no problem w i t h L i b b y ' sair quality."Grace Vice President of Public and Regulatory Affair BiU Corcoran made two statements in the Gracepress release that are not supported by current research.First, he said, "... asbestos must be inhaled in large quantities over a long period to be dangerous."He also said, "we are pleased with the results to date of the in-home testing, which shows that the air inLibby homes is no d i f f e r e n t from the air in homes throughout the country."EPA disagrees in both cases,"We support recent statements by the Public Heal th Service assistant surgeon general expressingconcern for even short-term exposure to [tremolite asbestos f ib er s], There is concern, which is why[EPA is] putt ing this much e f f o r t into f iguring it out. And I say that because of the quote [by Corcoran]that only long-term exposure in very large amounts is dangerous," Thomi said.Confusion exists because of how Grace chose to interpret a presentation by EPA's on-site coordinatorPaul Peronard at the Asbestos and Public Heal th Conference in Libby Sept. 22-24."[Peronard] talked about ...the f ive ambient air monitors that we have around town. ... He mentionedthat they hadnt found any asbestos fibers in the testing they had done on those type monitors," Thomisaid.Those f ive locations are at the f i tne s s center, McGrade and Plummer schools, City Hall and Jerry DeanPark."[EPA is] still are monitoring the perimeter of the cleanup sites," she said.Those sites are at the Milhvork West site next to the baseball f i e l d s downtown, and on Hwy. 37 at thePvaintree Nursery site."Perimeter samples [of asbestos] have not been detected any higher than pre-cleanup levels," Thomisaid. "They did f ind asbestps4ifSRe| air before the cleanup started but they havent found anything higher.TheyVeJbeCT^5^tting-m^alciumJ^!hloride and water [to reduce dust] and apparently it's e f f e c t ive . ...Beeausetivere was someconeefn in the community that they were potent ial ly exposing community1 /--""members by doing the cleanup," Thomi said."As a matter of fac t , [Peronard] said [asbestos f iber] levels [in the air] are lower than when we startedwork, and to reassure you that residents are not being exposed on account of this cleanup."Thomi also said that — contrary to the Grace press release -- EPA is still uncertain about the sa f e ty ofindoor air in buildings and homes with vermiculite insulation."With the indoor air, EPA is still doing its residential exposure assessment ... [and] we haven't realty
http://www.libby.org/montanian/page2.html 10/3/00
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drawn any conclusions and we're still in that uncomfor tab l e spot of saying *we don't know1 to theconstant question of 'is my home safe?' Neither do we want to say 'yes, it is safe' nor do we want to say'no, everybody should be very alarmed if they have vermiculite in the house,"1 she said.Thomi said EPA is working to overcome this uncertainty as quickly as possible.
"That's the whole point of doing the risk assessment the way they are trying to get it done and doing thenew analytical method, the SEM [scanning electron microscope] to be able to say with more confidencewhat is in people's homes," Thomi said.Libby City Council member and CAG member George Bauer asked Thomi when the risk assessmentwill be completed."The last time I talked to [EPA toxico logi s t Dr.] Chris Weis, he said h o p e f u l l y the new analyticalmethod would be approved by the end of October and I think they were looking at mid-November forgett ing the peer review together,1' Thomi said. "It' s a public process. It' s external f o l k s ( p e o p l e outsidethe EPA] as well as EPA and a lot of technical p e o p l e looking at the risk-assessment methods.'Thomi promised to bring more information about the subject to the next CAG meeting,"I can check again and at the next CAG meeting [Oct. 12] we can see if we have any further update ordelay," Thomi said.From 1963 to 1990, Grace operated a vermiculite mine near Libby in which deadly tremolite asbestoswas a significant waste by-product.Civil court depositions made in 1996 by former mine manager Earl Lovick show that Grace operatedthe mine while knowing about the asbestos danger and took no meaningful s teps to warn workers orresidents. As a result, at least 88 workers died and at least 300 p e o p l e are currently diag-nosed withterminal asbestos-related illnesses. Persons diagnosed include former workers, their fami ly members,and even p e o p l e who had no connection to the miqe other than to live in Libby.A former financial analyst for Grace said in an interview last week with The Montanian that companyexecutives knew workers would die and decided in corporate planning sessions to set aside hundreds ofmill ions of dollars as early as 1982 to pay off their survivors as civil lawsuits were f i l e d .Grace's representative in Libby, Alan Stringer, confirms in a letter to The Montanian this week that suchplanning sessions took place "every year."
The number of persons diag-nosed with terminal asbestos-related diseases is expected to rise when theresults of a town-wide screening are made available.
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' D C T - 0 3 - 2 0 0 0 17:23 F R O M i E P A I N F O M T E R 406E935668 I r 10G44111E6 P.007•

Grace medical plan:
First payments leave asbestos victims with unpaid hospital bills

By David F. Lath am,ed itor of The Montanian \ 0 | "M (} 0
St. John's Lutheran Hospi ta l in Libby has received its f irs t payment from the medical plan o f f e r e d byW.R. Grace & Co. for medical services to asbestos pat ient s , and the plan falls short of the company'sp l e d g e to pay "100 percent" of victims' medical bills.According to hospital CEO Rick Palagi, the hospital received its f irs t notice of payment last week."We have received one remittance notice... on two pat i ent s who had charges and it appears that theplan pays about 68 percent of those patient charges, leaving the balance to be picked up by patients,"Palagi said in an interview Sept . 29.The two patients will receive bi l l s t o ta l ing $338.65, Palagi said."These couple of pat ient s have a bill and I'm required by law to bill them," he said.The Grace medical plan is administered by Heal th Network America (HNA), a privately owned andoperated company in New Jersey.Patagi said the patients could submit the unpaid balance to their insurance companies but not Medicare,"The patients' recourse would be, if they have other kinds of insurance, they could submit the balance to
that insurance," Palagi said. "My understanding would be, they couldn't submit this to Medicare becauseit was submitted to HNA fir s t and Medicare requires that you submit to them firs t ."Palagi said there were no ineligible expenses and the plan paid at least part of every expense that wassubmitted, but paid the hospi tal less than it charged on several items."For example, there was a chest x-ray, single view, done at the b ed s ide with a portable machine. Ourusual charge for that is $147 and [HNA] said they would pay $59," Palagi said.The conf l i c t arises from the prices the hospi tal charges versus what HNA says they will pay.Grace's representative in Libby, Alan Stringer, said Libby's hospital ju s t charges too much for someservices."There is an issue here with some of the charges the hospital has made," Stringer said in an interviewS e p t . 29. "Our program says it will pay 100 percent of [what is] reasonable and customary. No plan, noinsurance, nobody out there can in clear conscience pay 100 percent of what anybody wants to charge,"Stringer said."The p lan has said from the beginning it will pay 100 percent of what is reasonable and customary,"Stringer said. "You have to ask the hospital why are their charges so much higher than what isreasonable and customary f o r . . . the Libby area."Stringer says the ' r e a s o n a b l e and customary clause is stated p la inly in the p lan and there was never anyattempt to conceal it."It's right up front in the plan. Peopl e should take a look and read what the plan says," Stringer said.Grace spent several tens of thousands of do l lar s in April to advertise its medical plan in newspapersacross Montana, including The Montanian. The ads said the company would pay "100 percent ofmedical expenses" but the company made no reference to ' r e a s o n a b l e and customary in the ads.The a l m o s t - f u l l - p a g e ads read as f o l l ow s :
"Ninety days ago, W.R. Grace made a commitment to provide medical coverage as part of our three-part health care program for the p e o p l e of Libby. The Libby Medical Program is now available.

"Comple t e coverage"
"All former employees of the Libby mine or mill and their spouses, p lu s anyone who lived or worked
ht tp:/ /www. l ibby.prg/montanian/page2 .h tml 10/3/00
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within a 20-mile radius of Libby may qual i fy for coverage under the Libby Medical Program. Theprogram provides f r e e medical bene f i t s to p e o p l e diagnosed with a health condition related to asbestosexposure. Once you are enrolled in the program, all eligible medical and pharmacy expenses related toany qua l i f i ed medical condition will be covered 100 percent.
" S i m p l e to use"

"To enroll in the Libby Medical Program, you and your doctor fill out an appl icat ion. Once you qual i fy,you'll receive a temporary ID card right away and permanent medical and pharmacy cards in a fewweeks. In most cases, you'll s imply show your ID to the doctor, hospi tal or par t i c ipa t ing pharmacy andthey will bill the program directly. For additional convenience, mail-in pharmacy service is also included.The purpos e of the Libby Medical Program is to provide complete coverage for medical care for p e o p l ewith asbestos-related conditions. For more information and comple te d e ta i l s about the Libby Medical
Program, call Alan Stringer at 406-293-3694."

* * *
The widespread perception at the time the ads came out was that patients would not incur any expensesof their own."[That perception] was really incorrect," said Dr. Steve Kardos, M.D., a pediatrician and the CEO,owner and founder of HNA, the company that administers the Grace medical plan."I think the word 'eligible' in there is really what is important," K a r d o s said. "The purpose of this p l a n , . ,is to provide health b ene f i t s to all of the p e o p l e who were exposed and have become eligible forpar t i c ipa t i on hi the plan under the de f in i t i ons of who is covered in the plan, and the e l ig i b i l i ty is s p e l l e dout in the plan document," Kardos said."In addit ion to that, the f e e s . . . that are going to be paid by the plan are d e f i n e d in the p lan and they arebased on the amount of. . . usual and customary charge as determined by ... the greater fee from twonational fee schedules, one being the Medical Data Research Ins t i tu t e fee schedule, and the other is thehealth Insurance Association of America," Kardos said."The fee schedule, which is based upon 'usual and customary,' the percentile that Grace has opted as theadministrator of the plan to pay is the highest of the fee schedules that has been collected by these twodata sources," he said."For instance, in the b i l l s that have been submitted for payment by the physicians and the hospi tal for themost part, all of their f e e s have been [paid] in full as d e f i n e d by the fee schedules that are being used byGrace. They're very high," Kardos said."The one instance in which we found an exorbitant f e e , it was not paid and it was paid at the 90thpercentile. It was a radiology fee charged by the hospital for a single-view x-ray for $147 we believe,,and that was paid at the 90th percentile... for that procedure at a hospital," Kardos said.Limits have to be set to prevent explo i ta t ion of the plan, Kardo s said,"The reason that a fee schedule is absolutely necessary in the administration of this plan, which waschosen to be a very, very rich one, is because then... Grace would be ge t t ing bill s and chargessubmitted that would be beyond reason and there would be no limit to what anybody could charge forany fee," he said."This plan has been implemented and executed by our company in a way that is far richer than any otherplan that we administer ... so f o r . . . anyone to suggest that this fee schedule is not living up to thepromise is really sad because it doesnt indicate really what the dynamics are that are going on," Kardossaid.Palagi said he will be ta lking to Stringer to see if the situation can be resolved."My plan is to talk with Alan Stringer about this and explore what the reasons might be. I'm not trying
ht tp://www.l ibby.org/montanian/page2.html 10/3/00
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to make any kind of judgment about this, but... we're anxious about the fact that we have to bill thepatients," Palagi said.
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